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PREFACE 


Although The Homy wood File is designed to engage aspirants to archi- 
tectural practice with lively presentment of the adventures that await 
them, a picture in which men and women rather than architects and 
builders occupy the canvas, and which is more concerned with the fabric 
of life than with the fabric of houses, will perhaps amuse those who have 
fallen under the spell of bricks and mortar or who arc curious of the 
unexplored. 
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THE FILE IS OPENED 


The Honey wood File is to be read as an architect’s correspondence file 
It consists of a folder endorsed “ Honcywood.” Within it letters received 
and carbon copies of those sent out are clipped together in order of date 
An actual file taken from an architect’s office would, of course, convey 
little : it would be prolix ; raise questions it did not answer and answei 
those it did not raise ; give no clear impression of events and shadow) 
presentments, only, of persons ; and it would be loaded with superfluities : 
in a word, it would be tedious and unintelligible. 

Any file, therefore, which is to present to the reader such a cleai 
picture of characters and events as it would awaken in the memory ol 
the architect who conducted the correspondence, if he is imagined as 
perusing it months or years after it was closed, must be stripped of re- 
dundancies ; subject to selection and arrangment ; give order and 

proportion and, in addition, the letters themselves must have a colour 
brighter than reality. 

The Honey-wood File is put forward as representing an actual file thai 
has been reorganized in this way ; but such reorganization does not 
necessarily involve a departure from verisimilitude. It may enhance 
verisimilitude, and this has been the author’s endeavour ; and as the 
whole value of, and much of the interest in The Honey wood File depend' 

upon acceptance of the picture as a true one, he wishes to state that his 
chief concern has been to make it so. 


... H . C a S ?, ", ! S ies to state that before setting pen to paper he engage, 
ith himself that all characters should be imaginary and all incident 
fictitious lhere was no virtue in keeping this engagement, for in n 

When invent 0 V VaS • ,* by thc restrictio »- and only once or twice 

\.nvtb ii V nC ‘f en S awakened memories, was he reminded of it 

in h W o ' S d ° ne hC ^ that ’ th ° Ugh SOme inc ‘<Jcnts are parallel* 

book is'as'oclaf 6 I 110 ”? the , events arc 80 : and that no character in th 
b xdv is associated in his nund with any person alive or dead he has eve 

knomi or. for that matter, heard of or read about. 

. , Tie H° H *y»x>od File was first opened when thc author sat dow. 

thrpapeVto ,l cl~ and aPParenUy meanin 8lcss— alliteration which fell 0 °. 
Potch.'the hum We Bloggs and ^ ****** 

and why they should be then.se, ves and not otEeTor .‘being 
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should think, act, and speak as they do, is beyond the author’s com- 
prehension. Where, he asks, have they all come from? The only 
answer to this question seems to be — the inkpot. 

As with the characters, so, very much, with the events : the author 
has not generally known from one page to another, and often from one 
sentence to the next, what was going to happen nor how the cat would 
jump or an entanglement unravel. From week to week, keeping pace 
with serial publication in The Architect' s Journal, the broken end of the 
last number was usually his sole incentive to the next. 

i hus, no author ever posed as editor of his own lucubrations with a 
much better claim to indulgence than here. The detachment of this 
editor's commentary ; his quickness to pounce upon and claw out on 
the carpet and publicly dismember everything that attracts his attention, 
and his eagerness to reprove or commend, are no elaborate affectations, 
but the reactions of an imperfect nature to personalities and events with 
whose creation he has had nothing to do. 

To him as has been said — and now to the reader — enters James 
Spinlovc, the architect from whose hypothetical office The 1 1 one wood 
I- ile is supposed to derive. He proves to be an Associate of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects which marks him as decently educated 
and technically well-equipped ; and the indications are that he has been 
m practice half a decade, so that his years do not count much more nor 
much less than thirty. He has probably built various small houses, 
a \ illage hall, and so forth. He 'employs an assistant and a boy clerk. 

We open the file at the back — for each succeeding letter is, properly, 
filed on the top of the preceding one — and we find the following : 

THE COMMISSION 

FREDERICK DALBET TO JAMES SPINLOVE 

Dear Jim, i5 *- 2 4- 

I accidentally ran into an old friend of my father’s the other day. 
lie told me he had bought land in Kent with the idea of building himself 
a house and was looking about for an architect. I told him what an 
incompetent ass you arc and of that house of yours which is getting ready 
to fall down at Ightham, so he may write to you. The name is Sir Leslie 
Brash (Knt. Bac.). He and my father were lifelong friends, so take 
care of him. He is an expert economist and financier ; you can read 
of his crimes in Who's Who: recreations— conger fishing and cursing; 
however, though peppery, he is a real good sort, but you must mind 
yo U r “ p's” and “q’s” with ” dear Maude,” as my mother calls her. 
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T have not seen her since she became her ladyship, and shall be amused 
to see how she wears it. When arc we two going to meet ? Yours, 


SIR LESLIE BRASH TO JAMES SHNLOYE 
Dear Sir. 17.1.24. 

I write on the introduction of Mr. Frederick Dalbet, from whom 
you have. I anticipate, received intimation. I have purchased property 
at Thaddington, near Marl ford, and am contemplating erecting a residence 
upon it. The location to be occupied by the mansion I should request 
your advice upon. The fall of the ground I apprehend to suggest a south- 
east aspect, but Lady Brash desires the edifice to face in the opposite 
direction as there is a chimney — a pumping station, if I am correctly 
informed— some two miles distant on the S.W. which interferes with the 
prospect. These matters, however. Lady Brash and myself desire to 
discuss with you. I should be glad to be advised whether you would 


be prepared to act for me in the capacity of architect if we decide to 
Proceed ; or perhaps you will consider it advisable for me to get rid of 
the property and purchase another as I entirely failed to observe the 
chimney when I acquired it. In the event of your expressing willingness 
to act for me I will suggest an appropriate date when we may meet on 
the property. Yours faithfully. 


SPIXLOYE TO BRASH 

Dear Sir, „ 

T I - , I0.I.24. 

l beg to thank you for your esteemed favour of the 17th inst., and 
it will give me great pleasure acting for your good self and meeting you 
on site as per your letter. I am free Tuesday and Thursday and every 
day the following week as advised at present if suitable to your convenience 
and will thank you to let me know re same. 

Thanking you in anticipation. 

Yours faithfully. 

JAS. spixlove. 

This ,s terrible ! Is it possible that Spinlove would sign himself" ] a s •' 

* itlurk han \ “1 A U " Srammalkal and S"’".V of solecisms and prostrate 
hn self the a shopkeeper? It is ,wl likely, but it is in some degree possible 

Me Tll^Zr. **"' "* ™ off - practical 

This letter is not on the file, but has been substituted by me in order to 
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saitic, implies ignorance and not efficiency. An architect has to correspond 
mith many different kinds of persons under a great variety of circumstances, 
and no letters are of greater importance than those addressed to his clients, 
ichcre not only are lucidity , firmness, and self-control called for, but frankness, 
sincerity, tact, and — if he possessed that gift of the gods — charm. Spinlove 
mil be likely enough to make mistakes ; but he is a decently educated man 
and socially, if not in rank, Brash’s equal. What Spinlove did, in fact, 
mite, as recorded on his file, is as follows : 

SPINLOVE TO BRASH 

Dcar Sir, 18.1.24. 

I have to thank you for your letter of yesterday and to say that I 
shall be most glad to act for you in the matter you speak of. I can go 
with you to the site on any day next week, except Tuesday and Thursday ; 
or on any day during the following week except Saturday if you will be 
so good as to name day and hour and place of meeting. From your 
description the site seems to be most attractive. I think that the chimney 
of w hich you speak may not prove such a serious annoyance as you now 
suppose. Yours faithfully. 

This is all right, but if the last three words had been " is now supposed," 
it would be happier. 1 n formal correspondence it is well to avoid the personal 
" you." Spinlove, however, ought not to have referred to the chimney. I 
myself know nothing of what lies ahead — I had no idea of any chimney till 
■ Brash referred to it — but Spinlove ought to have divined that he will hear quite 
enough about this chimney without introducing the subject himself. The 
j indications are that Spinlove is not socially astute. It is Lady Brash who 
objects to the chimney ; — and did not Spinlove's friend, Dalbet, warn him 
of “ dear Maude " ? Spinlove will get into the lady’s bad books if he does 
not take care. The arrangements seem to have been completed by telephone, 
and Spinlove does not record and file telephone messages as he would do if 
his office or organisation were more thorough, for we next read : 

SKETCHES AND ESTIMATES 

|; SPINLOVE TO BRASH 

I Dear Sir Leslie Brash (sic), 25.1.24. 

. I have roughly worked out the dimensions of the house for the 
purpose of giving you an idea of the probable cost, as you asked. I 
enclose on a separate sheet a list of the rooms with approximate sizes, 
following the instructions you gave me. Assuming that the house is built 
of brick with tiled roof, iron casements in oak frames, the stairs in oak, 
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and reception rooms panelled in oak and with oak floors, and the whole 
house well, but not extravagantly, fitted and decorated. I think the figure 
you should have in mind is from twenty to thirty thousand pounds. This 
does not include entrance road, fencing, terrace, if any ; nor, of course, 
laying out the garden, nor the cottages you spoke of. It docs, however, 
include — as you will see — garage, stables, and kennels. 

As I told you, I think the site an excellent one in every way. If 
you keep the house well up on the N.W. side, with entrance from the 
upper road and through the wood, you will be close to the highway, 
though screened from it. You will have an almost level approach, and the 
fall of the ground towards the S.W. will admit of readily forming a terrace 
and give the house a most attractive setting. The wood upon the N. and 
curving towards the East, will shelter the house and. as I pointed out to 
Lady Brash, will prevent the chimney being seen from any of the windows. 
I hope Lady Brash will be reconciled to the chimney as there are in- 
superable objections to placing the house in any other position, or setting 
it at any other angle than that fixed by the fall of the ground which, 
also, is the ideal for aspect and for prospect. The view is truly wonderful 
and I should not, I may say, have noticed the chimney if Lady Brash 
had not called my attention to it. 


I will not take any further action until I hear from you. 

Yours sincei el y, 

„ r U u ' 0! '!f hn / e been P cyha Ps wiser if Spiv love had opened his lei ter 
near Sir." We may assume that he was cordially greeted by the Brashes 
that the common friendsnip with the Ballet family thawed the ice and that 
the interview was intimate and not formal ; but even had his client not been 
Ins senior in years and his superior in rank, Spinlove ought to have waited 
for him to initiate the more familiar address. Spinlove is also too garrulous • 
he is, of course naturally enthusiastic at the splendour of the opportunity 

flTn °i n iS a,tXi0U$ l ° d ° hii " sel f justice ajul perhaps to make sure 
that Brash shall perceive what a discerning architect he has got ; but a great 

Part of his letter is clearly a repetition of what he has already said i/con- 

lersatton and he ought to have more gumption than again to drao ,;,e 

and I edcm ”” ey : f } / C ! 5 in da "Z er of taking aside in a matrimonial squabble 
m,/ b J t U - Sa ' d, 'f he h / cw how hls bread was buttered, probably the wrong 

uLs h,s app ~ ami *'««• «£ 


_ BRASH TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Sir {sic), 

I am in receipt of your communication and am astoundecTat 
•estimated valuation. It is desirable I should finally intimate at once mi 
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conclusive inability to contemplate such a monstrously outrageous figure. 
May I be permitted to mention that though a matter of ten thousand 
pounds — the difference between the two estimated valuations you give — 
appears to you to be of no importance, such a sum is of considerable 
importance to me. My anticipated conception of the cost of the house is 
ten or twelve thousand pounds. If I consented to expend fourteen thou- 
sand on the mansion and garage, etc., that would be an outside maximum 
figure. 1 have, as you remind me, to provide for laying out garden, fencing, 
roads, etc. Then there is water-supply, drainage, and electric light to 
be included in the anticipated cost. Have you considered these ? Your 
suggestion that I should expend in all nearly forty thousand pounds is, 
if you will permit me to say so, preposterous. I must request you to 
reduce your prices very considerably, for I cannot consent to entertain 
proposals of such dimensions as those you formulate. I apprehend it is 
not necessary for me to indite a reply to other matters communicated in 
your letter, but I may mention that Lady Brash, who is temporarily 
residing in the neighbourhood, yesterday observed black smoke issuing 
from the chimney. Yours faithfully, 


\l'e may feel sorry for Spinlove. He is not to blame and he did not 
deserve to be taken so heavily to task. Such things, however, frequently happen. 
Brash is disappointed ; he is old enough to be Spinlove’ s father, and although 
he docs not suppose, as many do, that an architect is a superior kind of builder 
who submits estimates and then builds, his ideas of the duties of an architect 
are evidently confused. Spinlove made a mistake in not asking Brash what 
he meant to spend, and he will not be likely to make the mistake again. 

It will, however, be a long time before he has to ask the question, for it is 
usual for a private owner to bring forward, at the outset, a point so much in 
his mind as the cost of /its project, and it is strange that Brash did not do so. 
No harm has, however, been done, for Brash has no intention of being unfair, 
and if Spinlove handles the matter -wisely he will rise in Brash's confidence 

and esteem. 


SPINLOVE TO BRASH 

Dear Sir, * *. 

1 ant sorry my letter caused you disappointment. That would not 

have happened had I known the sum you wished to spend, for I should 

then have cut the coat according to the cloth, as the saying is 

May I explain that, given certain materials and a style of building, 

the cost of a house is in the main determined by its size— by the measure 

of its cubic contents. On the enclosed sheet I give, approximate the 

number and dimensions of the rooms of such a house as might be bu 
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for the fourteen thousand pounds you arc prepared to lay out. You will 
see that the house is smaller and more plainly finished than was indicated 
in the original proposal. Central heating, drainage, water, and electric 
light services are, of course, included as before. I should mention that 
until a complete design has been worked out it i-> impossible to giv e you 
a close idea of cost ; but if you will let me know what you want to spend 
1 can scheme accordingly. 

The round alternative figures I gave you were intended to cover 
uncertainty of the value of the decorations, fittings, and finishing you 
intended, which is a matter for you to decide and not for me. I need 

w 

hardly say that I have no wish to persuade you to spend more than you 
want to spend. My hope is that 1 may be able to help you to lay out 
your money to the best advantage. 

Yours faithfully, 

Spinlove piqued and on the defensive is a wore impressive person than 
Spinlove ecstatic and full of himself. He has answered Brash effectively. 
He has put him in the wrong and he has done ft neatly, and with politeness 
and dignity. 


BRASH TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Sir, 6.2.24. 

I am obliged for your letter of February 2nd. The dimensions of 
the apartments you indicate impress me as much too restricted. I am 
particularly disappointed in- the dimensions of the reception rooms, and 
1 desire at least three more bedrooms. You have included for only two 
bathrooms : a third is most imperative. I appreciate your theory of the 
dimension of the house influencing the cost, but apprehend there must be 
an erroneous misconception and that a residence of the character you 
indicate could not possibly involve an expenditure of £14,000. If this is 
so I shall either have to disburse a larger sum or relinquish the ambition 
of building altogether. Lady Brash yesterday inspected a mansion that 
might, with suitable alterations, she thinks, accommodate us. Before 
arriving at a definite decision, however, I enclose a sketch depicting 
exactly the residence we anticipate we shall require. The arrangement 
will suit us admirably and if you will draw proper plans following my 
sketch we shall have something definitely depicted before us. I have not 
delineated the bedrooms ; I leave that to you. I will also desire you to 
prepare some sort of a picture depicting the exterior view of the house • 
just a slight sketch will suffice— but Lady Brash particularly desires a 
pretty house. When the plans are drawn I comprehend that it will be 
admissible for you to indicate a more exactly accurate estimate. You will 
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perceive that the dimensions I have allocated to the various apartments 

are in excess of those in your last communication but less than was 
originally desired. Believe nic> 

Yours truly, 

P.S.—A friend of ours has recently purchased a charming bungalow 
on the South Coast, the walls of which are composed of Brikko and the 
roof covered with Slabbo. I have not viewed the edifice myself, but Lady 
Brash informs me that it is extremely pretty and that residences can be 
erected with these materials much more inexpensively than with bricks 
and slates. It occurs to us that you could considerably reduce your 
price by availing yourself of these substances, and I also understand 

that their use makes it possible for walls and roofs to exactly match 
in colour. 

It will be noticed that Brash has climbed down. He evidently regrets 
his precious asperity, and asks Spin love to believe that he is his truly. These 
sensitive tokens of the set of tho 'wind are not to be ignored. It is a frank and 
cordial letter ; the lofty diction 'which prefers " recently purchased " to “ just 
bought, and so forth, is the result of success supervening on defective educa- 
tion, and has no significance. 

SPJXLOYE TO BRASH 

Dear Sir « . 8.2.24. 

I hank you for your letter enclosing sketch. I note your wishes, 
but there are difficulties which will, I fear, prevent my giving effect to 
them. For instance, it will scarcely be possible to attempt to make any 
plan until the position of the house on the site, or at least its aspect, is 
Settled. I am also sorry to say that when your plan is drawn out to scale — 
that is, when the various walls are arranged in the positions fixed by 
the dimensions you give— the house will not take the form you indicate, 
nor, indeed, any practicable form. For example, the front is nearly 
one-third as long again as the back, so that the gun-room, kitchens, etc., 
would form an inaccessible wing and the passage marked “ private 
corridor ” would be outside the building altogether. It is necessary, too, 
that all habitable rooms should have windows opening on to the outer 
air, and even w.c.s and larders must conform to this rule, which is enforce- 
able by law and takes no account of the private tastes of the owner, so 
that the arrangements, adjoining the room marked “ Den,” will have 
to be completely remodelled. Also, I am afraid, it will be impossible to 
enter the house by the front door, except, of course, by going up the front 
stairs and down the back, which cannot be your intention. Up the back 
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stairs and down the front is also the only way the servants can pet to 
the door to answer the bell ; moreover, the front stairs could be used to 
reach the bedrooms only by going out by the back door, or by one of the 
windows, and in at the front door. I mention these matters in order to 
make clear why it is impossible for me to adopt your plan, but I will make 
sketch designs for a house with a S.W. aspect which will give you the 
accommodation you show and provide, as nearly as may be, the areas 
you have fixed for the chief rooms. 

I do not know either of the building materials you mention. There 
are a good many new patent materials which may be suitable for cheaply- 
built bungalows, but which could not be used in such a house as you 
intend. A uniform colour in walls and roof is a thing to be avoided rather 
than sought, and I think that the coincidence you refer to is accidental 
and due to callousness on the part of the builder. I shall hope to send 
you sketches in the course of the next ten days. 


Believe me, 

. Yours truly, 

Thls lettcr ,s a “'ions error of judgment. One might think that it was 
facetious and ironical, but the true explanation is, no doubt, that Mr. J amts 
Spinlove, a.r.i.u.a., has no sense of humour. He has regarded Brash's plan 
as a serious proposal ; puds it a hopeless obstacle to all solutions of the 
problem and, with enormous earnestness, sits down to explain why he cannot 
make use of it. Unfortunately, Brash's sense of humour— if he ever had any 
is squashed flat under the deadweight of that self-importance which gained 
and supports his knighthood, so that the fat is probably in the fire. Spinlove 
is MarUng badly. 1 feel almost ashamed of him. for he is in a sense my 
protege, 1 had no idea he could be so foolish. All he had to do was to thank 
IS rash for his plan ui a cheery note and take it for what it was worth— namely 
for the information it may give of Brash's needs and prejudices. Spinlove’ s 
design need not follow the other : he will have conclusive explanations for his 
Rations but probably no questions will be asked. 4 client's pian Vpll « 

drileTit oZ S \'f ' “f V ‘ V l d aC '" aU,y ° f " ,C archilecl '* usually 

drives it out of remembrance. Spinlove might have made things quite safe 

{°n^T C jby te , l,,g Brash ' Whcu t,ia ” ki "g hi »' for his plan, that he Probosld 
to prepare one himself so that the two might be compared and the be , pZitso, 

each combined in the final scheme. Spinlove. however, did soulful. 


.. rfKASH TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Sir, 

I apprehend that it is surely not necessary for me to elucidated 
the very rough sketch I transmitted to you to inform vou of th. ! 

1 *“» ™ as a maturely conceit TX 
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prchend very little of “ prospect ” and “ aspect,” and of what is “ |>os- 
sible ” and “ impossible ” for an architect, but I do know the kind of 
residence I desire, and I consider that I have in various ways indicated 
mv wishes with sufficiently lucid clearness. 

mf * 

The appropriate colours of the walls and roof of an edifice arc, I 
consider, a matter of opinion and not of fact. I have not weighed the 
proposition and am amenable to guidance by your judgment, but I fail 
to comprehend why you should be so decisive in condemning building 
materials of which you admit you know nothing. 

I await vour sketches with interest. Yours faithfully. 

It will be noticed how much more dignified and effective Brash is i when 
his native pepper rules. This letter shows him to be, as Dalbet described 
him, a real good sort. Spinlove ought to congratulate himself on getting off 
so lightly, and feel heartened to know the ingenuous nature of the man he 
has to deal with. I say ought to feel : but unawareness of his own stupidity 
and his lack of knowledge of men a>id affairs, have apparently caused this 
Idler to throw him into consternation. 


SPINLOVE TO BRASH 


Dear Sir, 12.2.24. 

You have, I entirely agree, given me the fullest particulars of your 
requirements, and my last letter was intended only to explain why the 
plans I am shortly sending you cannot follow the lines of the sketch you 
were so obliging as to give me, although they will, I trust and believe, 
fulfil its intentions. I very much regret that unfortunately 1 do not 
appear to have made this clear to you. 

I ought also to have explained in commenting on ” Brikko ” and 
“ siabbo ” that it is important, as I am sure you will agree, that the 
materials of which your house is built should be strong and that they 
should last. For this reason it is advisable to use in your house only 
materials which are known by experience to endure. Cheaply-built 
bungalows are in quite a different category, as I need. I think, scarcely 

The traditional association of bricks and tiles with the architecture 
of houses also makes it necessary to use bricks and tiles to give architec- 
tural character to your house. The substitution of unusual materials 
for such a purpose would create great difficulties in design, and the result 
would be certain to disappoint you greatly. Vours faithfully, 


It teas not necessary for Spinlove to prostrate himself so completely, 
but the fault, any, is on the right side. There is a respect due to years, 
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and if Brash had any suspicion that Spinlovc's offending letter was facetious 
he is now disabused. Brash does not appear to have replied, fur we next find : 

SPIN LOVE TO BRASH 

Dear Sir, 19.2.2,,. 

I send you to-day under separate cover sketch plans and perspective 
view of the proposed house. The si/es of the rooms are figured, and 1 
.hope the arrangement will be clear to you. The small scale block-plan 
shows the position on the site. These drawings are intended only ns 
preliminary sketches, but they will at least serve to reduce the problem 
to practical issues. To the best of my judgment the building shown will 
cost £19.500. I do not think that the cost need be higher, but I do not 
think it will be much less. Vours faithfully, 

These preliminary sketches, it is to be noticed, show a smaller house 
than Brash wants, do not follow his pet ideas of plan arrangements, and the 
estimate is 40 per cent more than he wants to spend. Brash also has in mind 
to give up the idea of building altogether and adapt an existing house. Spin- 
love, therefore, for whom this commission is a big opportunity, must f,,l 
considerable anxiety. Such positions frequently occur; anything may 
happen and no one* could foretell what. A ,isc in stocks or a badly-cooked 
breakfast may settle the question one way or another. Apparently time was 
a rise in stocks. 

BRASH TO SPIN LOVE 

Dear Mr. Spinlove, ^122 

Lady Brash and myself arc delighted with the plans of the house 

and w,th the charming picture delineating a view of the exterior We 

are fdled with admiration for the skilful ingenuity with which you have 

tted everything in, and with the appropriate completeness of the arrange- 

'ZT*- o ,S particularI y delighted with the cupboard in the 

domin' 1 n PaSSagG aUd " ith thc door Cutting off the domestics* 

domain. There arc certain insignificant matters which we desire altered • 

aW n <l anCe ; ^ CntranCC hal1 and stairc ase to be transferred farther 
along so as to leave an expanse of blank wall for the wistaria Lady Brash 

wh^ wf n^t 111 that SitUiUi0n ' but thCSe alterati0ns 1 - eLidSe 

antiJ™* !?' timatC °[ 1 C 1 ° St is ’ 1 rcgrct to intimat e, a disappointment - I 
I on P , ted / ou "; ouId 1)0 ablc to reduce it after the plans were drawn out 

so er^ Cnd 11 " ;i11 ^ rC<luisite to mi «imise the expenditure. but we are 
so greatly enamoured with thc design that I trust it may not be necessary 

to have recourse to material alterations. Would it b e Y possible to 2 
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the morning-room and the two projecting bays for the present so that 
they could be eventually added at a later date ? 

' Can you call at Ziinmon Gardens at six on Wednesday to discuss 
matters? Lady Brash will be disengaged at that hour. Perhaps you 
would be so good as to telephone to the house. 

Yours faithfully, 

Spiiilove is clearly competent, but he is no less clearly lucky. It was 
guile on the cards that his design might outrage some prejudice of his client 
of which he could know nothing, or that in exercising Ins discretion, he might 
seriously have missed the mark, or that the plans might have been misread 
If any of these things had chanced. Brash's pepper might have made 
him impatient and, with the added discouragement of the estimate led Inin 
to abandon the whole project, or to consult another architect. As it happens, 
Spinlovc has made a complete conquest. His preliminary sketches have 
been swallowed whole, the design is practically settled, discrepancy of cost is 
in a fair wav to being adjusted and, from being captious and critical Brash 
has become' enthusiastic and appreciative. The interview evidently took 
place, for the next letter is dated a fortnight later. 

SPINLOYE TO ‘BRASH 

Dear Sir Leslie- Brash. t 

I enclose revised sketch plans which you will see embody the whole 

of the alternatives except the shifting of the entrance hall and staircase. 

which as 1 expected, cannot be moved without entirely remodelling t 

plan and designing the house on altogether different lines. It is unfor- 

lunate that the position of the front door and the window do not give 

•m opportunity of training a wistaria in that particular position, but all 

planning is a balance of advantages, and I am afraid tins one wrll have 

t0 g< jj V comparing the dimensions on the revised plan with those shown 

r, 

■hL* rss 

everything - Ration. I think - - 

ffZ, which Vt was agreed should be included with the hor.se, makmg 

thC w'll^p^WlLadV Stash that things are so arranged that the 
" * 1 > . 1 , V i s ible from no windows except those of the kitchen offices, 

"cL! and bedrooms. If you writ let me know that you 
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approve I will prepare contract drawings and documents for the purpose 
of securing tenders. Yours faithfully. 


BRASH TO SPIN LOVE 

Dear Mr. Spinlove, 14.3.24. 

We appreciate the plans extremely, although we are disappointed 
you cannot transfer the entrance hall and staircase. 1 am somewhat 
apprehensive at the reduction in the dimensions, and anticipate we may 
be -spoiling the ship to save a pennyworth of tar. I have therefore 
augmented some of them. Also 1 desire you will not take any chance of 
risks of bathrooms and passages being restricted, or the rooms too low in 
height. In order to meet the cost of expenditure I have decided not to 
erect a garage, kennels, etc., at present. 1 shall perhaps make a temporary 
wooden structure suffice to begin with, particularly as it may be desirable 
to first build cottages for the male outdoor staff. The terrace should be 
included. Will you therefore proceed with the contract and inform me 
immediately when the operations will commence and how long a period 
they will take to complete. Yours sincerely, ' 




SPINLOVE TO BRASH 

Dear Sir Leslie Brash, 1 

Thank you for your letter. I will get on with the contract drawing 
at once. 

In reply to your question, all well, the building will start in about 
four months' time, and take about two years to complete. 

I enclose list of seven builders I propose to invite to tender. Live, 
as you will see, are of London ; tlic other two are provincial firms operating 
in the district. All are of good standing and known to me. If there is 
anyone else you would like included will you please let me know. 

In order to save the cost of the builder finding his own water, I 
propose to have the well sunk at once. As we know we shall get plenty 
of water at about 130 ft. it will not be actually necessary to employ a 
consulting engineer, but I propose nevertheless to do so both on the ground 
of economy and efficiency. I suggest the name of Mr. P. F. Toodlewipe, 
a.m.i.c.e., who is known to me. Yours sincerely. 

- BRASH TO SPINLOVE 

Bear Mr. Spinlove, i ->* 

1 was dumbfounded at your communication intimating an anticipated 
delay of four months. I am at a loss to comprehend why this should 

Su ^y n ? W ., t l iat cver y thin 8 is settled arrangements can be agreed 
h a suitable builder ? Also the length of time the work will take. 
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Two years ! We are completing arrangements to take up residence next 
summer. Surelv the operations will be terminated in fifteen months from 
now ? Can nothing be done to expedite progress ? 

Certainly do as you propose as regards the well. 

There is a builder at Marl ford — Nibnose and Rasper — whom yon 
might append to your list, and also a most respectable man, Mr. John 
Reaker. at Thaddington, who did work for a considerable period on Lord 
Imagwire’s estate, whom I desire should tender. 1 fancy his son carries 
on the business now in partnership with a person named Mr. Smith. 

Yours sincerely, 

SPIN LOVE TO BRASH 

Dear Sir Leslie Brash, 2 4 3- 2 4- 

I am afraid that four months from now ir. as soon as you can expect 
to see the builder at work. It will take me seven or eight weeks to work 
out the design in detail and prepare the necessary drawings and contract 
documents. The preparation of bills of quantities to enable builders to 
tender will probably take four weeks, the builder ought to have at least 
ten days in which to arrive at the figure of his tender, and a fortnight 
would be a short time in which to settle and sign the contract and for the 
builder to get his plant on to the site. It is true that the house might 
be built even in one year only if a special jxjint were made of it ; but it 
would invite disaster to scramble through work of this kind, and it is 
doubtful if a really good builder would enter on such an undertaking. I 

w ill do all I can to expedite matters. 

Thank vou for names of builders. I will inquire about these firms. 

Yours sincerelv, 

• • 


CATASTROPHE OF THE TRIAL HOLES 

SPIN LOVE TO MESSRS. REAKER & SMITH, 

BUILDERS, THADDINGTON, KENT 

t .. 28.3.24. 

Dear Sirs, , , ' , 

I understand that you have done work for many years on Lora 

Tnumwire's estate. 1 want some trial holes dug in the meadow south of 
Honeywood Spinney on the top of Honeywood Hill. T he enc used p an 
Shows the ground and the position of the holes, winch should be 8 ft deep. 
i( v„u can undertake this work I will ask you to put it ... hand at once 
and give me notice so that I may go down and see the ground 

If you are accustomed to building large private houses will 5 ™ tel 
me of some you have built and give the names of to or hree amlutects 
undcj whose direction you har e worked . 


I 
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Spiiilove seems to have forgotten that he is an agent of Sir Leslie Brash. 
In firdering this work without making dear that he ads as an agent, he assumes 
responsibility and could, in fad, be made to pay for it. 

The following letter seems to have found its way into the file instead of 
the « aslepaper basket. It is a circular, 'with the name of addressee and subject 
added, printed by a firm which claims that its output is indistinguishable 
from autographs, and that it “ brings business.” The sort of work done by 
firms who depend upon this means of getting it, would not suit Spinlove. as 
no doubt he perfectly understands. 


DOMO TDEALO LTD. TO JAMES SPINLOVE. ESQ.. A IM. H A. 

hew House for Sir Leslie Brash 

Dear Sir, 

2.2.2.J. 

Asa practising Architect of eminence you will l»e aware that, however 

dainty and refined the architectural design of a domestic habitation mav be 

t le two things which will count with your client are comfort and 

1.FHCIENCV and these we are prepared to absolutely guarantee with the 

minimum of trouble to yourself, as our large staff of experts are always 
at your valued disposal. 

We understand that you are the architect for the above house, and 
snail be glad to prepare estimates at the shortest notice for Electric Li-ht 

'A atCr Supply * Lifts ’ Sanitaf y Work, &c.. also for Carving in any 
,, n ,. a ’ ^ rn ^nicntal Plaster, Lead, Iron, and Decorative Art-craft Guild 
Handiwork of all descriptions. 

May we call your attention to our Ultra-Violet Ohmic and Water- 

\ ' Vith0U ‘ " hiCh "° <la "" il .'--appointed modern 
telenlmnJ h Can be cons,dercd complete. On receipt of a card or 
■ renresen ta ™ cssa ® e " e "ill immediately arrange for one of our expert 
ati\cs to wait on you. Awaiting your esteemed favours. 

Wc arc dear Sir. 

Yours faithfully 

for DOMO IDEALO LTD., 

b. riDC.E, Manager. 

SPINLOVE TO NIBNOSE & RASPER, BUILDERS 
Dear Sirs MARLFORD. KENT 

the names as refer^ bm ! < ! ings carned out b V V°« and to receive 
worked. ' rcferenccs * of architects under whose directions you have 

Yours faithfully. 
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SPINLOVE TO GEORGE BULLJOHN. ESQ., J.P., 

TH.E HAVEN", BIXFORD, N'R. "MARLFORD 

Dcnr Mr. Bulljohn, 28.3.24. 

Do yon know anything of Nibnose and Rasper, and of Reaker and 
Smith, Thaddington, builders, and can you tell me what sort of standing 
and reputation they have ? I have not seen you at the club for ages, but 

1 hear you are sometimes there. Kindest regards, 

Yours sincerely. 


REAKER & SMITH TO SPINLOVE 
Sir, 20.3.24- 

Your esteemed favour of the 28th inst. to hand and shall have 
attention. Our man up Honeywood way will be through with his present 
job Tuesday and will get on with it. We are used to working along with 
an architect and have just completed additions to Wheatsheaf (Public) in 
Main Street under Mr. Pintail, f.a.i.. of Station Yard. Marlford. Mr. 
Reaker is away from business at present so am shorthanded. 

Awaiting further esteemed favours. Yours to oblige, 

NIBXOSE & RASPER TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Sir, 3 I -3- 2 4- 

We are ooliged for your letter and enclose list of some works executed 

by us with the names of the architects concerned. Mr. Claude Lambwad, 

1RIBA., of South Moulton Street, W.i. knows us, as we have done 

work for him for many years. We shall be glad to tender for the work 

you mention and hope to receive particulars in due course. 

3 \ ours faithfully, 

BULLJOHN TO SPINLOVE 

Dear i S wouUl V not recommend you to have dealings, with Reaker a,lJ 
Old lohn Reaker was widely esteemed, but the son is of a very different 
stamp I may tell you that he is at this time in prison for being drunk 
while in charge of a motor-car. Smith has only lately come on the scene 
i hear of him as a bookmaker. Nib, lose and Rasper is a most respectable 
firm Whether they are up to the standard you want * not m me to 

say. Hope to sec you again soon. vours y ' 

SPINLOVE TO REAKER & SMITH 

DCa nia;-e been expecting to hear from von. Are *$***£™*t 
for me to see ? 
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SPINLOVE TO THE SAME 
Dear Sirs, ' 

I wired to you this morning. " Have holes been dug. wire SpinioW •• 
but have received no reply. 1 wrote to you on the i>th askin- for this 
information. I must expect your immediate response by wire or telephone 

Yours faithfully, 

BRASH TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Mr. Spinlove, ^ 

wl,oisrS:r:?’ mU 'T ati “ \ 1,aV ° rcceivcd from the fanner 

A f , i i j ^ at grass at I lone v- 

«.l L a“ 6 ’ S , grCatly ' ,istresscd a »‘l 1 am also excessive y 
cd and disapjjomtcd. i hatl no idca pits wcre bcin „ d but iu * 

not Culpable “exigence on someone’s part that they were 

has not resulted Tmme ?"♦ bc thankful that worse pisfortunc 

Bramble ‘ , Immed,ate attention is necessary. I have wired to 
amble to employ a man to warn children. 

Yours faithfully, 

(ENCLOSURE) GEORGE BRAMBLE, COWKEFPER 

c . TO BRASH 

Sir, 

ncart” a“d “ 7. "V H ° ncy "°“ d «*»« >ogs 

shoulder he says and dont f t ^ ? lcg M rcnch and grained 
narrow holes d ' too of Honi Z "Z t0 makc tl ** is * lot of 
no wonder I did^erv nea^nTT °° d 1 A"* d ° ubt shc bl «ndcred and 
in after cow slop floors I d "uv off ™ a « d children come 

thing had ought to be donAr know what kids is and some- 

your orders. there mig bt be a "l° rscr assidcncc awaiting 

, 4 Yours obediently, 

Sir, REAKER & SMITH TO SPINLOVE 

y °“ XHtll^f 50 " ritC 

Awaiting further esteemed favour$ _ Yours tQ obUgc> 
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SPIN LOVE TO XIBXOSE & RASPER 
Dear Sirs, J 7-4- 2 4- 

' ' I write to confirm arrangements made with Mr. Rasper on telephone 
this morning that you will secure stout covers over trial holes dug'South 
of Moneywood Spinney and to thank you for your message this afternoon 
telling me this work has been completed. I am much obliged for the 
particular attention you have been so good as to give to this matter. 

Yours faithfully, 

SPIN LOVE TO BRASH 

Dear Sir Leslie Brash, 17.4.24. 

I need not tell you how concerned I was at the contents of your 
letter. The holes were securely covered today. I telephoned a message 
to this effect both to your Office and to Zimmon Gardens. I ordered the 
holes to be dug ior the purpose of determining what draining and founda- 
tions would be necessary, but the person I employed did not keep me 
informed, as I asked him, of what he was doing. He should of course 
have covered the holes. I am more sorry than I can say at this un- 
fortunate accident. I sincerely hope the mare will completely recover. 

Believe me. 

Yours sincerely, 

Spin love has been " unlucky ” ; but if he had had the foresight to cider 
the holes to be covered he would have escaped this “ ill-luck. -4s mattirs 
stand, he has not only made himself responsible for paying the cost of the work, 
but also for vet's fees and, perhaps, for the value of an expensive horse. These 
sorts of dangers, anxieties and miseries always attend on the employment 
of builders who arc not competent and conscientious ; and it js scarcely possible 
for any architect under the strictest contract conditions to get any kind of 
cork rightly done unless the persons he employs possess those qualities, which 
it may be added, are readily found among builders scattered over the length 
and breadth of the land. Spinlove asks for further trouble by writing the 

letter 'which is next on the file. 


SPIXLOYE TO REAKER & SMITH 

I 7.4.24. 

S ' rS ’ Your letter telling me the trial holes had been finished nearly a 
fortnight ago reached me only after I had learnt that a valuable horse 
belonging to the owner of the land had blundered on to one of then, 
been very badly injured. This as you will real.* may be a senous matter 
for you. y My instructions, which you acknowledged, were totlw 
1 'nfarmpri directlv the holes had been dug, but you neither d 

letters and telegrams asking for informal. 


Tin: HOM vwoon i-ii.i; 


-’3 

Vmir omission to protect the holes is almost criminal. Children have 
been seen m the field and the pits are now half filled with water u hich will 

iminnod mi t hr»f7»r»* t!w» I U tl h inie /' 'l n I wk > at /t at \ * . _ - . . 1 . . i 


^-u lit UK- ueiu aim me pus are now nail lined with water which will 
have to be pumped out before the bottoms can be seen. Your conduct 
of this matter in not completing the work and leaving me in ignorance 
of what was being done is inexcusable. Yours faithfully, 

The probable explanation of this facl/ess letter is that Spin love feels 
he is in some degree responsible and seeks to defend himself by waking cleat 
to Rcaker and Smith that he holds them I, able. What he has, in fact . done 
is to warn those gentlemen and arm them against him : he has /old them his 
side of the case. If he had merely complained that the holes were left u„. 
covered and that he had not been notified, the ingenious Smith, always hoping 
for further esteemed orders, would probably have expressed regret for the 
omission and pleaded a misunderstanding and thus have admitted liability. 

or 

BRASH TO SPIN LOVE 

Dear Mr. Spin love, 

. 1 not ® that the holes have no "‘ keen rendered secure. I apprehend 

however, that it is due to myself for me to say that your extreme prompt- 
ness m getting the covers fitted leaves me at a loss to comprehend why 

I do not C been su PPj ,ed only after the harm is done, instead of previously 
do not consider that it was incumbent on me to direct vour if+ An t' ' 

to this matter in anticipation. I extremely regret to "hT? 

i^ attending her. °‘ ** ^ thC vcterinar >’ .surgeon who 

\ ours truly, 

q. T „ SPINLOVE TO BRASII 
Dear Sir Leslie Brash 

mmmmSk 

not know that the mare xvas in th. ^M**?* 8 d be P rotccte<1 - I did 
the need for covering them t^e^n* “ ‘ h « 

Sphlout appears to be hsi„g his head. V ° UrS sinccrcl y. 

Sir. REAKER & SMITH TO SPINLOVE 

'ty- ££££ Z '£££* no instructions* to^'oover 

and UOt fOT ~ "here would 
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Be told by an architect I must say. I am about attending to my work 
and no time to waste writing letters and telegrams. I ‘said I would do 
the job as soon as ever the man cleared up and I done what I said and 
no one has any cause to complain, and if anyone goes and does a silly thing 
like putting a horse in a field with a lot of pitfalls to catch him well that’s 
no fault of mine but the fault of them that ordered the pitfalls and put 
the horse in on top of them and if you are not satisfied I respectfully ask 
you to settle my account (enclo.) and we will say no more about it. 

Soliciting your further esteemed favours. Yours to oblige, 


Spin love probably considers this letter extremely rude, and is much 
annoyed ; but in point of fact the writer has no intention of being offensive 
or even disrespectful. He feels, reasonably enough, that he is being got at ; 
he has no arts to hide his indignation and simply states his views. Spinlove 
invited such a letter and also an inflated bill. It is wise, particularly in dealing 
with a firm such as Reaker and Smith, to avoid rupture until the account has 
been delivered. Spinlove shows himself altogether loo stiff in the neck in his 
reply. The bald address " Sirs ” instead of " Dear Sirs," is inappropriate 
unless used in formal official correspondence in which the applicable sub- 
scription is " I am, Sir, your obedient Servant." or where, as in Smith's 
case, the writer feels that " Dear Sir " trespasses on familiarity. Twenty 
years ago things were perhaps different, but broadly speaking, no British 
subject has any right to address another in the tone of frigid, contemptuous 
resentment Spinlove adopts ; and if he does so he will rightly suffer. 


SPINLOVE TO REAKER & SMITH 

Sirs 

'i have received your letter and need only say in reply that your 
view of the facts is untenable. 

The amount of your account, returned herewith is excessive and 
out of all reason. When the total has been substantially reduced and is 
supported by a detailed measured or day-work statement w.th vouch rs 
I S consider it. The account is to be made out to bn ^ Leslie f rash. 
,9, Zimmon Gardens, S.W.3, and not to me. Yours faithfully, 

BRASH TO SPINLOVE 

22.4.24. 

^"in'view o/tte trend of your communication, and although I am oi 

opinion that your organization should have as iVave not 
consider it desirable that I should ,nt ™ a ‘ V^Thler s mare upon you 

to a Tel e to defend yourself by fixing the 
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responsibility on my shoulders. If, however, it had been necessary, 
permit me to indicate that in one sentence you asseverate it was the 
clear duty of the builder to cover the holes, and in the next but one that 
the obligation to do so did not eventuate. 

^ suggest to you that this subject should now be permitted to ter- 
minate, but I feel it desirable to remind you that I was not previously 
informed that pits were being dug and that no instructions were given 
to protectively cover them until after the neglect to do so had involved 
me— as I regret to fear— in the loss of a valuable hunter ; and also to 
elucidate to you that I regard the proper carrying out of instructions 
—and not merely, the appropriate issuing of them— as the duty of all 
persons I employ whether as architects or in other capacities 1 shall be 
obhged if you will intimate to me that you accept this interpretation ol 
your obligations. Beheve me. 

Yours sincerely. 

The stately creature ! It is devastating but not an unfriendly letter 
On the contrary u is evident that Brash lihes Spinlovc and respects his 
opacities. Such a letter could only be written, and tolerated, when addressed 
to a man young m years and experience by one mature in both. \Yc ma\ 
also imagine that Spinlovc s personality is frank and boyish, and that this 
and his youth perhaps serve him well at this juncture ; for Brash has ambb 

and "if this' eXlrC '" Cly a " n0yC<l aHd <iissatis W his architect 

jfol! 1 , ) nh, ! CCt ™ re uot “"“-'“Me to this kind of discipline his employe', 
mi ht well decide to be quit of him before 1 corse disasters overtake the house- 
building adventure Spinlove ought to have let Brash know that the pits wen 

bang dug : he oug i lt lo have cmployed a huildey , j knew to be of cood 
siding, and he ought to have ordered the holes to be covered If Jla ( 
taken one only of these proper precautions all might have been well. 

TW c' r 1* SPINLOVE TO BRASH 

Dear Sir Leslie Brash, 

I can only thank you for your letter and sav tw t ^ ^ 2 *-4- 2 A; 

of my obligations, fully and without reserve Permit y ° Ur V,C ' V 

justification of myself to sav that T hi i '• * e me> however, m 

c/fc*. Mil 141%. ' 
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( 4 ) he acknowledges that he himself did not take the precautions which he 
admits to hare been “ necessary." Spinlove' s " case " — as the lawyers call 

,/ would not hare been a bad one had he held his tongue, but he has gone far 

to make it hopeless. However, there is not. apparently, going to be any 
"case" unless Reaker and Smith take action. Spinlove would, this time, be 
light in deeming the letter -which follows to be a rude one. Mr. Smith intends 
to be saucy and mildly sarcastic. Spinlove could only expect some such reply 
to his letter from such a man, and deserves no sympathy. 

REAKER & SMITH TO SPINLOVE 

Sir, 24.4.24. 

Yours to hand, but unfortunately we have your letters to prove it, 
so I am afraid it will come a bit thin for Mr. James Spinlove, Esq.. 
p.r.i.b.a., R.A., K.C.R. The account must be made out to Sir I-eshe Brash, 
must it ’ Weil, it's not, nor vet to Dempsey nor Madame Tussaud. It is 
going to be made out the same as it is made out to the fellow who ordered 

the work and has got to pay for it. , 4 t 

No mv lord ; we humbly regret account (enclo.) is not going to be 

substantially reduced nor yet reduced at all and have not « er ' * 

to waste time copying out the men's day sheets, so will thank you 1 to sent 

cheque per return as work has now been completed £™ k * bHgc 

SPINLOVE TO SNARTY BOLT & CO. ^ ^ ^ 

Drar i Should lie glad if you would make an appointment for your repre- 
sentation,. ami see me here on a subject of a 

There are letters of a simitar triad to various other contracting specialists 
from may Luce that Spinlove is up to his the co, .tract 

drawings.. SPINLOVE TO BRASlt ^ 

^l^klr andS have sent me 

“ " ->• «r r-r “ £ 

Had a very had 
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both Mr. Reaker and Mr. Smith. I am afraid it will be necessary to let 
your solicitors take charge of the matter. 1 know of no circulhstances 
that could justify any such claim. 

I enclose Messrs. Xibnosc and Rasper’s account for covering the 
holes and pumping out water so that the bottoms could be seen. I think 
^4 5s. a moderate ctiarge for this work. Yours sincerely, 

It is most unfortunate that Spiulove should bring solicitors on the scenes 
at this early stage and in such a trivial mailt r. With his enormous advantage 
in education and social standing he should have no difficulty in coming to 
terms with Smith if he swallowed his humiliation, taught himself to be amused 
at Smith's letter, and realised that he should not have written that to which 
it is a reply. It is, however, a failing of our friend Spiulove to be inordinately 
stiff in the neck, and, as we have already observed, his sense of humour is 
far to seek. If he approached Smith with diplomatic overtures designed to 
save his own bacon he might well fail ; but i) he sincerely tried to do the man 
justice by putting himself in his place and regarding him as a human being 
reacting to vanity and self-preservation in the same way as himself, the thing 
i would probably be settled in ten minutes, leaving good feeling instead oj 
bitterness on both sides. Whether such action is in this case worth while is. 
however, another matter. It would probably best fit Spinlovc’s idea ami 
serve his ends if he sent Smith say, £25, with a gesture signifying he could go 
to the devil, and later on charged Brash fifteen or twenty as a disbursement. 
That, however, is not Spiulove' s way of handling the matter. I respect 
Spiulove, but that docs not prevent my observing him to be a devoted ass. 
He has no lightness of touch, lie goes boring down into the dregs of every 
misery. We may sec Brash squirming in his chair as he writes his reply, 

< which is an autograph. 

BRASH TO SPINLOYE 

Dear Mr. Spiulove, 30.4.24. 

I consider that I have been involved in a sufficiently excessive 
expenditure over these wretched trial holes (the mare was shot yesterday) 
without being defrauded by overcharges. It is unfortunate that you did 
not ascertain the character of the firm before you employed them instead 
of after. I certainly have no intention of submitting to the extortion of 
these people, and if, as you intimate, their charge is preposterous — and it 
certainly seems outrageous to me — and, for some reason I do not under- 
stand, you are unable to negotiate with them, I apprehend my solicitors 
must take up the matter and I will instruct them to communicate with 
you It is regrettable that at the very first outset, and in such a small 
matter, I should be involved in so many annoyances and vexations. 

* Yours truly. 
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SPINLOYE TO BRASH 

Dear Sir Leslie Brash, 2.5.24. 

I am more sorry than I can say to hear of the loss of your mare and 
for my unlucky part in the matter. I made inquiries of the standing of 
Reaker and Smith for the purpose of finding out whether they were 
suitable people to invite to tender, as you suggested they should do. It 
did not occur to me, after your recommendation, that they were not 
to be trusted to dig the trial holes. Messrs. Russ, Topper, Mainprice, 
Cornish and MacFee rang up to-day — I mean t lie firm did — and I have 
made an appointment to see them with correspondence, etc., on W ednesday 
at 2.30. Yours sincerely. 

There is a hiatus of six weeks. Drawing-boards and T-squares have 
been well employed, we gather, during that time. 


PREPARATION FOR TENDERS 

SPIXLOYE TO BEDDY & TINGE, QUANTITY SURVEYORS 

Dear Sirs, 14.6.24. 

As arranged with Mr. Tinge I send you contract drawings Nos. 1 to 6 
inclusive, and six sheets of rough J in. and other details. I also draft 
specification. The drawings have not been traced and will be com- 
pleted, as usual, after the quantities are taken off. Will you please, as 
usual, complete specification to agree exactly with the bills. I shall be 
•dad to see you and settle any matters not made clear. 

Will you also be so good as to make a preliminary estimate of cost 

and let me know the figure ? 

I understood from Mr. Tinge that you could have the bills ready in 
four or five weeks' time. Will you please confirm this ? ^ ours truly, ^ 

Spin love's arrangements arc good. He has evidently " been there before. 
He secures that the bills shall include for no more and no less than he 
and that the drawings and specifications shall shou> or describe the position 
of work measured. If particular care is not taken m these matins u ork may 
be shown in the bills the position of which is not determined tit the specifics 
^T-^dLls-toiththe result that it is uot iactmtat the 

ll 'Z tit tier has been tlufi Heated to seen, firms of builders be Spiulove. 
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SPINLOVE TO VARIOUS BUILDERS 

Dear Sirs, 

I shall be glad to know whether you will be willing to tender for a 
brick mansion, fourteen bedrooms, on a site at Thaddington, near Marl ford. 

In the event of your being willing to do so you may expect to receive 
bills of quantities and form of tender in about five weeks' time. 

Yours faithfully, 

Spin love's object in writing thus is to secure that the firms he wishes to 
tender will be prepared to take up the -work of prieing the bills when the time 
comes. If bills arc sent out without such warning there is a chance that some 
builders may be so busy as to be unable to prepare a competitive tender a ithiu 
the time allotted. A builder will always send in a tender, because he Dels 
that not to do so will prejudice his chance of being incited on a future occasion ; 
but unless he hasan opportunity of giving close attention to the business, his 
tender will be no serious bid and of no use to Spin love nor to anyone ,/se. 

To save himself the trouble of arriving at a figure which will be too high 
for acceptance and yet presentable as a tender he will, if opportunity <,rces 
obtain such a figure from another builder who is making a bona fide offer. 

RUSS & CO., SOLICITORS, TO SPINLOVE 

Brash v. Rea her and Smith 

Dear Sirs, . . 

Messrs. Reaker and Smith have now offered to accept the miiu of 

ZTZZrf ( TT 7 v°' °' ) f, ‘" settlemc,,t of their account. We 

Brwh o thl « S , ’ “*« reed and ' 1ro P° sc to Sir Leslie 

Brash to that effect unless you have any objection to raise. 

Yours faithfully, 

SPINLOVE TO RUSS & CO., SOLICITORS 
Brash v. Reaker and Smith 

Dear Sirs, 

In reply to your letter I cannot agree that In « , 

Dear Mr. Spio.ove. T ° SPINL0VE 

S.nitl trp^arTtfitt," for” ? a " d 

1 7. ana as I am given to understand 
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your own estimate is £23 10s., I have instructed him to signify acceptance 
of that offer. Will you oblige me with the sketch plans ? You may 
remember that I intimated this request some time ago and yon promised 
to transmit them. They have not, however, so far eventuated. 

Yours sincerely, 

Spinlove’ s reluctance to return the sketch plans is perhaps the wisdom 
of the once bitten. The contract dronings can only be made after the sketch 
plans have been approved, and the reopening of questions already settled, 
uhich ruminations over the. sketch plans by the client is apt to provoke, is a 
disaster. 


NEDDY & TINGE, QUANTITY SURVEYORS, TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Sir, 20.6.24. 

Drawings and specifications received and instructions noted. We 
cube house front at 2s. Sd., and offices and servants’ quarters at 2s. od. 
The terrace will cost about £1,500. Total {20,140. Wo will endeavour 
to have bills ready in five weeks' time. \ours faithfully, 

w 


H. and T ., it will be noted, -waste no words. Their speciality is facts. 
There here follow letters from all seven builders signifying readiness to tender. 
Then we find : 


SPINLOYE TO BRASII 

Dear Sir Leslie Brash, - 21.6.24. 

I enclose the sketch plans with apologies for not having sent them 
before. The drawings and specifications are with the quantity surveyors 
and the tender forms will go out in five weeks’ time. All builders have 

agreed to tender. 

I note that you are proposing to settle Reaker and Smith s account 
h.r £27, but I should mention that my estimate of £23 10s. is an outside 
figure. My idea of the proper charge is £19 15s- 


What object Spinlovc had in writing the last paragraph Spinlove himself 
could hardly say. His grudge, against Smith is probably accountable. Our 
lames has the rattle -brained pertinacity of a blue-bottle, and his victim will 
feel the same -wild helpless irritation. The matter oj the trial holes is well 
,,-eer and Spinlove should be thankful it is so. The whole history of a first- 
rale example, in miniature, of the wav in which unlucky chances, favoured 
bv faulty organisation and lack of conscientious foresight, may lead from 
insignificant causes to disastrous catastrophes. If the owner’s liability vi 
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this matter had been a thousand or ten thousand pounds instead of a hundred, 
ice wav be sure the architect would not have been left scatheless. 

SPINLOVE TO BEDOV & TINGE 
Dear Sirs, 23.6.24. 

I am sorry your estimate is so high. The owner expects £18,500, 
and I am anxious not to disappoint him. I must try and knock ofl £1,500. 
On enclosed sheet I have made a list of suggestions to this end, and I shall 
be glad to go into the matter further with you. Yours truly, 

Spinlovc's wisdom in getting down to estimates before the quantities arc 
tahen off is now proved. It is a sad business to have to cut down costs after 
tenders are in, with attendant supplementary bills and specifications, and 
notes in red ink on the drawings and other elements of confusion and future 
irisunderstanding. 


BEDDY & TINGE TO SPINLOVE 
Dear Sir, 10.7.24. 

Receive herewith copy of bills and form of tender sent to-day to 
seven builders as instructed. Also drawings and specifications com- 
plcted with notes of modifications agreed. Yours trill)’, 

LADY BRASH TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Mr. Spinlove, 29.7.24. 

I met an acquaintance to-day who told 111c that the kitchen window’ 
ought to be on the left side of the range for the light and architects always 
put it on the other side, but I want mine to be on the right side. What 
lo\cly weather we arc having ! 1 Sir Leslie is fishing in Cornwall till 

ncxt wcck - Yours sincerely. 

SPINLOVE TO LADY BRASH 

Dear Lady Brash, 30.7.24. 

. Thank you for your letter. You will be glad to know that the kitchen 
vvmdovv docs come on the right side. Yes, the weather, as you say has 
been beautiful, but I am sorry to notice that it is clouding over this 

part of 8 the e ‘“f r ^' SliC enj ° y hiS Visit to Cormva11 - I know of no 
rail of the country where I would rather spend a holiday. 

Yours sincerely, 

n.J/J'fT k T1 'T 10 pmr l0Uily - b "‘ " ,m n ' as a " O’Mguity in Lady 

Indies alL “ ‘° over, °° M - Kowcocr. arc the 
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THE TENDERS GO WRONG 

SPIN LOVE TO NIBNOSE & RASPER 


r 


Dear Sirs, 1.8.24. 

1 have to thank you for your tender for /i8,22i, and to say that I 
am prepared to recommend it for acceptance. You may expect to hear 
from me in a day or two. 


Complete list of tenders received is as follows : 


Carloop Building Co. 

• • • 

* 

£ 

25,000 

s. 

0 

d. 

0 

iS months 

Bin toe h Bros. 

• • • 

... 24,429 

10 

9 

lS months 

Paul & Kirsh, Ltd. 

• • • 

21,050 

0 

0 

18 months 

Toller, Bunsen & Topp 

• • • 

19,500 

0 

0 

18 months 

George Robbie 


... 19.237 

15 

0 

2 vears 

* 

John Grigblay 

• • • 

... 18,970 

0 

0 

16 months 

Nibnose & Rasper ... 

• • • 

18,221 

7 

8 

20 months 



Yours 

faithfully. 


Omitting the first two, which are not bona fide tenders, but mere formal 
compliances, these tenders arc a fairly close group except for the big difference 
of £.750 between the lowest and that next it, where small differences only are 
to be expected. It seems that Spinlovc has not realized the significance of this 

disparity. 

The following letter is mar/nd as having been sent to all unsuccessful 


firms. 

SPIN LOVE TO UNSUCCESSFUL BUILDERS 

Dear Sir, ,, 

I have to thank you for your tender, but regret I am unable to recom- 
mend it for acceptance, 'the complete list of tenders received is as follows : 

(List as above.) Vours faithluI1 > r ' 


Spinlovc is right in notifying results to all firms as it ishupoitant to 
builders, tor many reasons, to know at once what their obligations are. It 
would have been better, however, had he omitted the names oj firms from the 
list, for as he will be likely to invite them to tender on a future occasion, he is 

opening the door to collusion. 


SPIN LOVE TO BRASH 

Dear Sir Leslie Brash, 

1 opened tenders to-day, and enclose list, i am 
the result will be satisfactory to you. \ou will see 
Rasper s price is well within the figure I named. 


1.8.24. 

"lad to feci that 

o 

that Nibnose and 
I recommend the 


THU HON LY WOOD I 11 li 


33 


acceptance of this tender. Twenty months is a reasonable time for 
carrying out the work. 

I am sorry John Grigblay is not the lowest for he has a reputation 
for this kind of work? but I have good accounts of Nibnosc and Kasper 
from architects for whom they have done work, and I was favourably 
impressed when I called at their premises one day when f was in Marlford. 
Have I your authority to accept their tender? Yours sincerely. 


BRASH TO SPIN LOVE 

Dear Mr. Spinlove, 2 $ ^ 

I am deeply gratified at the contents of your letter intimating the 
result of the tenders. It is, I can assure you, a great satisfaction to 
Lady Brash and myself after waiting so long a |>eriod to know that the 
estimate is not to be exceeded. Most certainly act upon vour rccommenda- 
tion and accept Messrs. Nibnosc and Raspers tender, birt only on the 
express stipulation that they complete the work within the period of 
sateen months, for, as another firm undertakes to perform the erection 

" ,thm lhat 1,m,t of l,m G t^re j s no excuse for Messrs. Nibnosc and 
Rasper not entering upon a similar engagement. I anticipate that there 
" 1 bc ccrta in legal Contract documents for signature. 

Since I am in credit on the tender in the sum of /300, I contemplate 
augmenting the dimensions of the reception rooms which I still consider 
somcuhat restricted in area. I will determine these and communicate 
arbculars in the course of a few days. The erection of the mansion 
,H * 1 assume ' now commence immediately. Yours sincerely. 

As it is impossible to know whether Spinlove fust read this letter or 
ie telegram that is filed next it, it is impossible to imagine his fceli no, on 


(TELEGRAM) NIBNOSE & RASPER TO SPINLOVE 
Regret must withdraw tender writing Nibrasp. 


2.8.2.}. 


Dear Sir NIBNOSE & RASPER TO SPINLOVE 

Wc much regret we were obliged to wire to vn„ 
our tender, ns per enclosed confirmation On rece ot of 

" C f ° Und an Crror of *vcral hundred pounds" V^mayTy XhJsuc 
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a thing has not happened in our experience, and was.due to an irregularity 
in the bills. The tiler's bill is paged i, 2, 3, 2, 3, 4, and the clerk in 
collecting the castings of each page to arrive at the total did not observe 
the repetition of pages 2 and 3, ami omitted two pages, which was not 
noticed in the check as they were stuck together by a blot of ink. 

The correct total of our pricings is /i 8,953 4 s - ?d., and we shall 
be obliged if you will substitute this figure for that entered on our tender, 
as .the mistake arose through error in the particulars supplied to us, and 
although we would have corrected it had we noticed, we feel that we were 
led into the error which would not have occurred had the bills been 
correctly paged. 

We shall be glad to send the bills to you or to your quantity surveyor 
for examination so that our statement may be checked. 

Yours obediently, 


Spinlove has again been unlucky, but his ill-luck is again attributable 
to his lack of perspicacity. He should have noted the incongruity of A ibnose 
and Rasper's tender ; told them that before recommending their tender the 
priced bills were to be sent to the quantity surveyor for examination ; and 
said nothing oj the other tenders received. 

The state of affairs now is that as A ibnose and R^per know the amount 
of the tender they have to beat they can increase theW bid to one very little 
less than the next one above. This, it appears, is what they may actually 
have done. Bills arc usually priced out in pencil and the rates could be 
readily reviewed and amended to give, a more judicious total. Opinions would 
differ on the point whether, in the matter of business, this 1 could be a dishonest 
ad. The old-established building firms, in which the pride and tiadition of 
craftsmanship still linger, are, with scarcely an exception, honourable and 
fair-dealing; but the field of business is very much a field oj battle and 
has its own code, and when one side surprises a weakness in the defences 
of the other it can only be assumed, in the course of business, that use will 
be made of that advantage. This revised tender is, however, a new tender , 
and as it has not been delivered before the hour fixed for the receipt of tenders 
it is, sttictly speaking, inadmissible. On the olhey hand, the error in the 
original tender arose from irregularity in the particulars supplied and 

“ Sibrasp ” is entitled to some consideration. v 

Spinlove, also, has notified Gngblay and others that their lenders are 

not accepted, and any or all of them may have other Hons hot ,,, the fire or 
have riven the go-by to options and quotations upon which their tenders i.ero 

based and thus will be annulling to renew their tenders except at 

price ■ and as each now knows who his rivals are, all can get togt her and 

arrange a lowest lender in collusion, so that the devices to secure bona Me 
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competitive tenders ore vow, in a great measure, stultified. It should be 
understood that this kind of collusion is not illegal. 

Another aspect of the case is whether Spi nlove’s notification to " Nibrasp” 
that he had recommended their tender for acceptance, constitutes actual 
acceptance, and therefore debars "Nibrasp " from withdrawing ; but as 
the lender relieves the proprietor from obligation to “ accept the lowest 
or any lender ” we may assume the tender has not been accepted and that the 
“ Nibrasp ” withdrawal is good. In any case it would be a foolish policy 
to compel him to build at a price which was known to be disastrous for him : 
a house is not a sewer or a gasometer, and the ready collaboration of the builder 
is necessary for its success. Spinlove's predicament is, therefore, an awkward 
one ; and he has also the painful duty of swallowing his own complacency 
and deflating the exuberances he has roused in the bosom of his client. 


SPINLOVE TO BRASH 

Dear Sir Leslie Brash, 4.8.24. 

I am extremely sorry to have to tell you that with your letter of 
Saturday I found a telegram from Nibnose and Rasper withdrawing their 
tender ; and this morning I have received a letter from them stating 

• a mistake in casting up their total, and substituting a 

tcndei of f\ 8,953 4 s - Such a thing is quite new in my experience. 
This revised tender is only £27 less than Grigblay's and I am very sorry 
to say, more than my estimate has prepared you’ for. I should mention, 

ho\\e\ or, that the tenders include the sum of /300 for contingencies 

that is a sum to cover unforeseen work which may, only, be wanted— 

s.* that the actual tender for the work can be considered to be / 18,653 4*. “d. 
which is only ^153 4s. 4d. more than my own estimate. I am extremely 
sorry this has happened and am much disappointed. Perhaps it would 
be well if I saw you to-morrow. I can come over at any hour that suits 
you if you would be so good as to ring up and let me know. 


-v.v^ , 

A s Spinlove was before far too self-congratulatory, so he is here altogethei 
too apologetic. Although the uninitiated may suppose that an architect b\ 
looking at the plan of a house, can name the lowest sum for which unknown 
I'lnlders on an unknown day and under unknown conditions will bargain to 
bmld it Spinlove’s estimate of ^18.500 «•«*. fact, not so wide of the mark 
as such estimates go. He was probably tot> ready to hope for the best in 
anangtng modifications with the quantity surveyor, but he is less than 2i bet 

should not as he does, invite him to think that he has. Spinlove ouehl to 
have found an early opportunity of letting Brash understand Mat an architect 
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can, at best, make only a shrewd guess at the cost of a building ; and that even 
builders, with exact particulars before than of the measured amount of labour 
and materials involved in the work, arrive at results varying by 20 and even 30 
per cent and, when all is done, often find themselves on the wrong side of the 
account. Spinlove, although his earnestness is exemplary, is i worrying 
and wearying himself to no useful purpose, by identifying himself so closely 
with his client's monetary anxieties. He should regard himself strictly 
as an agent conducting another's business ; his own particular business being 
to gel the house well, economically, and beautifully built. He should have 
written in some such terms as these : “ Dear Sir Leslie Brash— Nibnose and 
Rasper have withdrawn the ir tender on the grounds of an error in the calculations, 
and have substituted an amended tender for £18,953 4s. 7 d. Will you let me. 
know what you wish me to do. Perhaps it would be belter if l saw you. . . 

If he had so written he 'would have exonerated instead of blamed himself, 
and put the plain question biforc Brash instead of confounding him with a 
confusion of issues. Such a letter, it is true, would appear to Brash curt and 
offhand in contrast with those he is used to receiving from his architect, and 
is to be regarded as the sort of letter Spinlove ought to be able to write without 
appearing curt and offhand. The meeting, we gather, duly took place, for we 

next read : 


SPINLOVE TO WILLIAM WYCHETE, ESQ., FP.R.I.B.A. 

Dear Mr. Wychcte. 

You have been so kind in letting me ask your advice that I hope you 
will not mind my writing to you, as I am in a fix. On the enclosed sheet 
I have set out the position of affairs. The question is what ought 
to do ? Sir Leslie Brash, my client, is fixed in his decision to accept the 
second lowest tender, that of John Grigblay. because Gngblay is the betto 
builder He savs he has the right to accept any tender, and lie can do 
what he likes. 1 can make no impression on him. If you tell me what 
line I ought to take I should be very much obliged to you 

WYCHETE TO SPINLOVE _ g ^ 

My YoufSape interests me. Your client is morally bound to accept 

♦ • ' ih'it is clcarlv understood when particular buildeia 

the lowest tender that arc not Mnted thcre is no just 

“ST itS^m Mat 
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It was sent in after the amounts of the other tenders were published, and 
for all we know their actual prices may originally have been higher than 
Grigblay’s. If you accept it Grigblay would have ground for feeling 
aggrieved. You could write to X. and R. and say that as they withdrew 
their original tender their substituted tender is a new tender and was 
received too late for you to consider it ; but I think the best course would 
be to tell them that the owner has instructed you to say that he cannot 
accept. Grigblay will certainly come to terms ; you will have secured 
a good builder ; will be free of responsibility for the choice, and relieved 
of the necessity for deciding a difficult point and finding reasons for your 
decision. You ought to be glad your client has taken the matter into his 
own hands. Best Wishes from, 

Yours sincerely. 


SPIXLOYE TO BRASH 

Dear Sir Leslie Brash, S.S.24. 

I saw Mr. Grigblay to-day. He is willing to renew his tender, and 
I am meeting him to-morrow at the quantity surveyor's to see what 
reductions can be made in the matters I proposed to you. I will write 
to you to-morrow or c^in the afternoon. Yours sincerely, 


SPIXLOYE TO XIBXOSE & RASPER 
Dear Sirs, S.8.24. 

I am instructed by the owner. Sir Leslie Brash, to thank you for your 
tender of August 2, but to say that he regrets he is unable to accept it. 

Yours faithfully, 


XIBXOSE & RASPER TO SPIXLOYE 

Dear ® ir ' 9-S.a 4 . 

We were naturally astonished to get your letter informing us that 

our tender is not accepted. We may say that we are unused to being 

treated in that style and we are quite as capable of making a good job 

as Grigblay or any other on your list. If we had known our tender was 

only going to be made use of as a check upon the- prices of other firms 

we should not have accepted your invitation, and we may say that we 

are not anxious to tender again with any such purpose. We do not 

know what the meaning of all this business is nor why Grigblay is «ivcn 

preference over us when we were invited to tender and our firm was 5 well 

known long before Mr. Grigblay came on the scenes, but we may say 

that we consider that we have been treated in a very offhand and 

tn considerate manner. Ycurs obediently. 


3* 
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SPIXLOVE TO NIBXOSE & KASPER 

Dear Sirs n.S.24. 

Permit me to assure you that in inviting you to tender I did so with 
the intention that you should be given the contract if you offered the 
lowest price. The decision not to accept your tender did not originate 
W 1 th me nor did 1 favour it. t can only say that I regret very much what 
has happened, and that I hope you will tender to me in the future and be 
successful in securing the contract, for I should have confidence in en- 
trusting work to you. Believe me, 

0 ' \ ours truly. 


Spinlove is distinguishing I, in, self. Wychete's a, hue had bee,, , well 
observed br him. Without if he mould characteristically have elaborated 
the matter of the substituted lender and involved himself m a wiangb. 
it is he has written a tetter which is obviously sincere and which will go far to 
soothe the " Nibrasp " chagrin-allhough not so fully, it appears, as to piodMe 
an acknowledgement — and he has not. for once. sa,d too much. 

SPIXLOVE TO BRASH 

which the total of £18.440 is arrived at \ , He w ill l>egin 

rr silo P can yo U hC com e down on that day and approve the .narks 
fixing the position of the house ? yours sincerely, 

grigblay, and brash, get to work 

SPIXLOVE TO EWART HOOCHKOl-T & CO.., LTD. 

15.8.24. 

Dear Sirs, two or three samples, with prices, 

I shall be glad if you will send ^ sand-faced slop facing 

of your medium, red, broken-coou ^ Trades' Exhibition. The 

bricks such as I saw at las in colour, texture, etc. 

samples should show extremes of Aanet) Yours faithfully. 
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GRIGBLAY TO SPIN LOVE 

Dear Sir, 2 

Our foreman, Bloggs, who is setting out house, has informed ns that 
dimensions ,011 plan do not work out correct. Shall be glad if you will 
give immediate instructions so that we can get on with the digging. 

Yours faithfullv, 

]Ve nre 10 gather thaC Brash duly approved (he position of (he house 

on the ground, and (hat the builder has since been engaged in setting out the 

position of walls preparatory to laying their foundations. 

Grigblay may be a good builder and a competent organizer, but he appeals 

from this letter to be a man who means to get the job carried through and no 

nonsense about it. Spinlove -would be justified in feeling a little uneasy. 

A really first-rate builder would be likely to show solicitude and say what the 

difficulty in question was. Grigblay may have had unfortunate expei ienec 

at the hands of architects in the past and. having met Spinlove. may have 

V**?,, u ?' 1Ic does not ,nU nd 10 P“ l “P with flabbiness. As a successful 
builder lie knows his job and he expects the architect to know his. 

BRASH TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Mr. Spinlove, ’38’ 

, . ?' a 1 dy ,? rash and m - v ^ elf have keen considering the plans and have 
leaded, after mature reflection, that we desire the drawing-room inverted 

orientat e in,r y Th Un<l_th . a , t , ,urncd at an an R le ° f 90 dee. to its present 
" t10 "' Phere 18 81,11 Ume to "lake the emendation, and as the 

W Th remam ,e same thCre " m be no Nation in the expemii- 
Of 7h rhe alteration would permit the loggia to extend the whole extent 

tten be ^ h, 1 “* i ” sttad " f a -“ 8 * width, and it wouU 

W.l Jo , m5 ’ dau ® hter to Play ping-pong there on wet afternoons. 

"’H you please instruct the builder accordingly. Yours sincerely, 

« / >1117171 , iZ‘ l ' de “" y c,ossed fo " owine °" e S' 0 " 1 


Dear Sir Leslie Brash, SPINLOVE TO BRASH 

con, pled™ of° the^buihhng ZZ ZZ' *e 

am'conceniTd 1 ' tt WS 

tor me to avoid them creeping Z ^ ** in M e 

Mother matter I ought to mention is the importance of your making 
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any request through me and never on any occasion saying anything to 
the builder’s people that can l>e interpreted as an order ; otherwise it 
will be impossible for me to keep control and extras arc sure to arise. 

I mention these matters because 1 am most anxious to avoid extras, 
and I can only do so with your co-operation. Yours faithfully, 

All Spinlove savs is perfectly true, and he wight have drawn a harrowing 
picture of the confusion, disasters, cross-purposes, and ill-temper that inter- 
ferences bv the oumer produce. At the same time it is most unusual for the 
architect to give the matter the weight of a formal warning that has almost the 
character of a threat. Spinlove might with belter diplomacy have explained 
the point in conversation and perhaps confirmed in a brief sentence when 
u ritin°. The hint is usually welcomed by the client, and observed. Hie 
letter which follows is one such as Spinlove ought to have written, bn! apparently 

did not. 

SPINLOVE TO GKIGBL.W 

( Supposititious ) 

D a Sir 23.8.24. 

write to remind von that the contract lays down that no claim 
for extras shall rank unless that claim is made at the time the work is 

ordered and acknowledged by me as an extra. • nc the work 

I. on my part, agree to notify you of any 

proceeds. 

mew: 

Builders arc shy of claiming exlras Me the « ■orh is in progress : to 

TJctz ^ 

;2b. ^ 

opens the door for the builder to claim . • ,., rv difficult for 

As the architect has acquiesced tn the one case ^ ^ 

him to refuse to consider other r { J „ ie sla tement of account 
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the builder always has the best, for he has kept recoids of extras whilst the 
omissions, which might be Sit against them, have been Jut gotten . 

For this reason it is well for the architect to notify the builder <f ,\tta 
■work involved in his details, as well as of omissions. The builder has then 
no grounds for making claims at settlement which have not been agictd, and 
ij he does so the architect can, with perfect fairness, icfuse to consider them. 

Our friend Spinlove, however, semis to have other ways of safcgnai ding 
e.\tras. U c shall perhaps sec lain on what his methods me and how far Hu y 

succeed. 

SPINLOVE TO GRIGBLAY 

Dear Sir, 2)S , ( 

i am at a loss to understand your foreman’s difficulty. The dimen- 
sions on the plan were all checked up, and as you do not say wJiat the 
discrepancy is I am unable to arrange matters. It is impossible fur me to 
go on the site until next Tuesday. Will you please wire to your foreman 
and ask him what it is he wants to know ? Yours’ faithfully, 

BRASH TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Mr. Spinloxe, $ , 

I can assure you that T am the last person to order extras of anv 
description, and you may place reliance in my refraining from doing so. 

I note that you desire all communications with the builder should 
be transmitted through yourself. This may. 1 apprehend, prove so.ncu hat 

it in mind™ arran S cmcnt - I commend your purpose and will keep 

Yours sinccrelv, 

c . T , SPINLOVE TO BRASH 

Dear Sir Leslie Brash, ^ 

Vmr letter was a shock to me because the alterations you Cronos' 

and° ?m a1l?d Chan8C i” thC de * iRnf a new set of contract drawings 

amutl ' a c SUP1 ,nCntary bi!l of entities to determine the 
amount of the variation in cost, if any 

a£S t - ^ 

onX g ;z; rrrs ^ ~ 

effect 

^7SSSS£&SSS& 
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The alterations would also hold up the work for many weeks and, 
all being well, the digging for foundations may be expected, to begin in 
a few days. I hope, therefore, you will reconsider your suggestion. 

I am sure, when you are aware of all that is involved in the change, 
you will prefer to leave things as they are. I will take no further action 
UU I hear from vou. Youre sincerely, 

Spinlove's adroitness in himself making profit out of the pump-house 
chimney is a master stroke. There is some advantage after all in having 
no sense of humour, for no one who had any would have dared such impudence. 


SPINLOYE TO HOOCH KOFT 

Dear Sirs 26.8.24. 

I like the samples of bricks and the price is satisfactory. The very 
,i"ht -coloured brick seems soft and under-burnt, the red and purple 
brindled bricks will give all the variation in colour necessary. I have 
directed the builder, Mr. John Grigblay. to place the order with you. 




SP IX LOVE TO GRIGBLAY ^ g 

DCa pfeaU order from Messrs. Hoochkoft & Co., facings of their multjj 

broken coloured red el in. sand -faced slops to 
by me, price 147s. per 1,000 on rail. 

s Hinlme is looking well after his bricks, but it would have been wise 
kedZsZ t k,Z then, and has not ordered front a merchant known to 
him, to have seen the bricks in bulk at the brickyard. 

GRIGBLAY TO SPINLOYE ^ g ^ 

Dta I enclose letter received from foreman Bloggs to C ^’ u fS S fa 
of instructions. 

(ENCLOSURE) BLOGGS TO GRIGBLAY ^ g ^ 

b!r ' In replv to your wire re dimensions along main back f ront is figmed 

138 ft. to in., total of dimensions 13& It- 0 4 m., « e ' rr + 3 4 d fireplace 

am 1 going to make it ? Drawing-room right for window ana 

cannot find where + is. Yours humbly, 


Tin: HONK V WOOD rtl.K 
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SPIXLOVE TO GRIGBLAY 

Dear Sir, 28.8.24. 

In reply to your letter enclosing your foreman's note, the discrepancy 
"'ill work itself out. I really do not understand why this trivial matter 
has been given such importance and progress delayed. 

Yours faithfully, 

Spiiilovc’s experience must, indeed, be limited for him to write such a 
letter as this. He ought to be the first to know that the dimensions on a plan, 
lihe a bank ledger, must balance. Any error may be the difference between 
greater errors, but in any case errors of 3’ in. do not readily “ work them - 
selves out.” 3J in. off the width of a narrow bachstair makes all the difference 
between one that is narrow and one that is too narrow. 3} in. cannot be 
spared off a doorway, and the want of 3} in. may entail omission of a window, 
and single inches in the width of a moulding may mar the design of an im - 
p or taut feature. 

Iii the next place Spin love is discouraging the builder from precision 
in observing instructions, whereas he ought to fake every opportunity to 
make the builder understand that exact portent of his instructions. It would 
suit the builder to go ahead and settle things for himself, and this letter will 
encourage him to shrug his shoulders and do so. It is, further, the special 
duty of the builder, under the terms of the contract, to cal! attention to all 
discrepancies, and it is folly on Spinlove's part to defer him. 


BRASH TO SPIXLOVE 

Dear Mr. Spinlove, 20 8 

I am at a loss to comprehend what the difficulties are in altering 
be pHn. but as it appears to involve bringing the pump-house chimney 
into visuahty, Lady Brash has decided against the proposition As 
jou know, we greatly admire the plans ; we observe, however, that the 
ki chen window is on the right-hand side of the range. Ladv Brasli 

5idc rmS I m C ! l yOU intimatcd ""»>« have it located on the other 
idc. I must ask you not to overlook this important matter— it is mcrclv 

IcitchcT 5 ' 50U "‘ U Perccive ' t0 F ut tlle fireplace at the reverse end of the 

n = . SPIXLOVE TO BRASH Y °" rS 

Dear Sir Leslie Brash, 

*^7 1 °? k f d at Lad >* Brash's letter to which you refe/and^nd 
. . Xt asks that thc kitchen window should be arranged on the riahi 
s.dc of the range, and this is ,vhat is shown on the plans * ^ 

to the dTawing-room. 50 1 g ° “ ‘ h ' 
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Spinlovc, with his fatal instinct for saying a great deal too much, hue 
goes on to elaborate a number oj reasons why it would be impossible or objec - 
tionable to put the drawing-room “ the other way round.'’ He even goes so 
far as to say " pet haps your daughter may not care so much for ping-pong 
by the time the house is finished.” This is not only entirely unecesssary, 
but will be extremely ini toting for Brash to be troubled to read, and as Spinloce 
is aheady engaged in another tussle with Brash on the subject oj plan altera- 
tions, it is unfortunate he should write a Utter that will only stiffen the obstinacy 
of the man he wishes to placate. 

BRASH TO SPIN LOVE 

Dear Mr. Spinlovc, 1.9.24. 

I deeply regret that I must venture to differ from you in considering 
that the right-hand side of the range is the right side for the window. 
The left is the correct side for perfectly obvious reasons, although archi- 
tects, as I am informed, always put the window' on the right-hand side. 
Lady Brash wishes the window on the left, which is the right side, and 
1 must request you to make the necessary emendation, which, as I have 
intimated to you, can be done by merely shifting the range to the other 
end of the apartment. Yours sincerely, 

SPINLOVE TO BRASH 

Dear Sir Leslie Brash, . 3 9 „ 

I have again read Lady Brash’s letter and find that m one place 

the term ” right side " is used in the sense of correct side, but I read it 

to mean the right-hand side. , 

It is quite true that it is best for the window to be on the left-hanl 

side of the range, but this cannot always be managed without sacnlic.n* 
more important Considerations. If the range is put at theopposite^i 
of the kitchen, as you suggest, the door from the sen ery ' te 

moved farther down the passage and the scullery and larder 

from the range instead of close at hand. . , » to 

The range in the new position will require a clu y . 

itself, and this will go very awkwardly in the external vew of the hous 
and although the back bedroom can have its foresee 

at its other end, the small bedroom will have no fireplace at aU unle the 
stack for the present range is carried up for this purpose only. I ^ 
you will have two chimneys each carrying only one flue and unless y 

are extravagantly built they will be weedy and unsightly. 

As now arranged the kitchen has two large windows m the 1 ^. 
side, and, as the walls and ceiling are to be painted with w 1 
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the place will be flooded with light and there will be no shadows at the 
range. This I can promise you. 

The plan provides for a very short course from kitchen to serverv 
and everything is compact and falls together well. It would. I assure vou’ 
be a great mistake to make the changes you propose and 3011 would 
certaudv regret it. Any such alterations will involve delay, and I hope 
to get the work on the trenches well forward bv the end of the week 
l mess, therefore. I hear from you to the contrary. I shall assume that 
the range is to be shown on the plan. Yours faithfully. 

The last sentence assumes too mud, and is lean ting in met It mould 

l /J lMy /i- P,0 u ke ° PP ° Siti0n - " W0UUI H 

jessed In m self as hoping he mould be allowed to build according to the plan. 

SPIN LOVE TO CRIGBLAY 

Dear Sir. 

sssws •tsssr “ - **-* 

Yours faithfully. 

«, ^uZr rZ, 1, T M,i " S ° h ”*- 

al, bought has 

P"t right, me may assume that he has definitely settled ^ matters 

n il! not have to deinse some ugly blotch iatcr on * ^ aud 

<• ^ a « * «» * 

the builder better to drain as it is a l l f>CC . fr0Ul «*'"• " w«v suit 

from sumps may meet the case. °P tn S SJtc ; or perhaps to bale out 

* 

r« i Mr. S “- UH 10 

»» ' warar rrtsr ?r~? » •*- “*'»» 

bedroom having no fireplace. ° 1 d ° 110t ob J ect to the small 

This is thoroughly bad iiufcment an . ^ ours si »cerelv, 

c bccn ab,e ,o “ *» * • ** ***.£& ,s^;±z 
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due to his irritating methods that he has not succeeded in doing so. Perhaps, 
too. Lady Brash is fretful. The unhappy Spinlove, however, with character- 
istic tenacity, does not admit defeat. 

SPINLOVE TO BRASH 

Dear Sir Leslie Brash, 

1 was very sorry to read the contents of your letter. I think 1 ougnt. 
to <ee you before altering the plans. I will ring up to-morrow if you will 
be so good as to leave word what time will suit you. A ours faithfully, 

GR1GBLAY TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Sir 5 ' 9 ‘ 4 ' 

Revision of set-out figures received. We have told Bloggs to ■ge on 

« " e will ~ trenches are kept dear of -ater^he s,™ 
dry enough. 

: lhe following Utter indicates that Spinlove's last effort to persuade 
Brash to accept his kitchen arrangements a as useless. It a so s pp 
an instance of how an architect may be too ready to find altera, tons tn Ins 

^V:tZ%t;,o-cc had thoroughly explored alternatives, and 1, scanty 

original arrangement. One gathers that it may be so in this e. 

SPINLOVE TO BRASH 

Dear Sir Leslie Brash. revision of the plan 

Since I saw you 1 have spent son t which meets the 

and I am glad to say that 1 have h. onan arrange^ ^ You w ,„ 

case excellently, as I think >ou o etc t he kitchen can be 

see that by rearranging f= u ' ,er >'j nor th which I think an improve- 

ssr sst SS 

zrsxj&s: : - - — ■ - 

you Will note that one chimney sue ^ ^ thg ridge o( the roof of 
The chimney stack corner t P the jen on the south, and 

the small gable formed by 1 'actTve feature on the south elevation, 
this small gable makes an attractive leatu Y ours faithfully. 



THE HOXEVWOOn I'll 1; 


47 


in Un-in. He is, in fact, challenging Brash to make objections ; but his very 

frank surrender, which is perfectly sincere and born of his wish to give Brash 

what it ls best for him to have, will be likely to establish him more /nm/y in 

favour. Brash, we have noted, has been of late more than usually portentous 
and stiff, mid not 'without reason. 

BRASH TO SPIN LOVE 

Dear Mr. Spinlove, JO 

Both Lady Brash and myself entirely approve of the amended plan 
as the window is show n on the left of the range. Will you please instruct 
the builder to make the emendations ? 

' May we have the pleasure of expecting you at lunch at i.*o on Satur- 
a> } here are sev eral matters which Lady Brash and mvself would 
hke to discuss with you. Vours sincerely 

THE DISTRICT SURVEYOR INTERVENES 

GRIGBLAY TO SPIXLOYE 

Dear Sir, 

oil S / CPOr , t ! Mr - PotCh ’ " ,e rural <"•*** e°“nci< survevor 

‘ on . blt ® ;, and took S reat exception to work being begun before plans 

aw kward. ‘ ** ^ * 5 '° U WiU COmmunicatc or hc may make things 

Yours obediently, 

T0 SURVEY0R ' MARL1 'ORD district council 

at I.I t „^l e lT rled ‘° ™ that > ° u *he sit, of the n^house 

~ - J IF 

aA ^ - -r 

° e t " lcc " nttcn calling your attention to the matter 

s,^.. » ™.„v E v “" 

.. tXx "i' 1 " ">"•>■ 

limited extent of the dimensions^ th ^ * "- Cre dumbfoundect the 

Wc comprehended toT r °° mS aS mdicatcd b v ‘he trenches. 

observed to-day farmed mf d ; menslons restricted, but what we 

Zt P - “ 

siderable squares and oblong can ^^1" ^ ^ 
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have to reside. Please communicate by telephone between 2.30 and 3 
at the office. Yours sinccrelv r , 

The Brashes have suffered the usual shock with which the owner of a 
house views its flan entrenched on the ground. The adequate -dining-room 
of lift, x 16 ft. appears before him as but a plot of grass four paces by six — 
for the width of the trenches cats up a foot or. two along each wall — and 
nothing but a tape measure will establish his peace of mind. Sp inlove no 
doubt poured assurances into the telephone next day. 

SURVEYOR, R.D.C., TO SPINLOVE 
Sir, 19.9.24. 

. In reply to your letter my council takes strong objection to the 
high-handed action of beginning operations in contravention of by-laws 
before plans have been approved. 

I would recommend you to attend the next meeting of the*Pla»s 
Committee which is at 8 o’clock at Marlford School House on Tuesday 
next, to make your explanation of your irregular behaviour. 

Any work you may have done will be at your own risk. 

The members of my council need holidays, the same as others do, 
and there have been no meetings of the Plans Committee since July 28, 
as you could have learned if you had troubled to inquire. 

Yours faithfully, 

V. POTC1I. 

The explanation of this extraordinary letter is that Marlford is a small 
provincial town with its own local architects, surveyors, auctioneers, agents 
and traders ; and these men hob-nob together and play into each others 
hands and are jealous of any who do not belong to the place taking money 
out of it. We have also seen that Nibnosc and Rasper, who belong to the place, 
have a grievance against Spinlove which, in such a community, would become 
general knowledge ; and if neither member of the firm is on the council their 

friends arc sure to be. 

It is also possible that Mr. Patch practises privately as an architect 
independently of his official duties, and that it is in his interest to make 
things difficult for all architects who trespass upon his local preserves, so that 
it may be generally perceived that any who employ Patch as their ar chile it 
will have no trouble with interference by the disliict council, but that if they 

employ anyone else they probably will have. •- 

Potch's proposal that Spinlove should attend at Marlford at 8 p. • 
is system of inflicting annoyances upon his rivals. Jf Spinlove was so 
s to act on the suggestion the surveyor would perhaps forget to met - 
he was in wailing, or persuade his committee to decline to sec hu . 


part of hi 
foolish a: 
lion that 


THE HONEY WOOD FILE 


40 

Mr. Patch has impudently ignor ed a fact of which Spinlove appears to be 
'IT ; T y P,Mic HcaUh Act ° r ' l “ i "s ‘bat approval or dis - 

f °l '7l lded T k Sl '"“ bc Sis “ ifted a ,ocal mlh °'ity within one 
month of the deposit of plans. 

• SPINLOVE TO CLERK, MAR LI- OR D R.D.C. 

oir, 

and itn C !l Se w- Py ,°f, my ,c4tcr to > our co " nars surveyor and of'his reply 
reply 8 yOU ask your cou,,cil (or an explanation of that 

Tuesday* " 0t Pr ° P ° Se 40 a “ en<1 ‘ hc mcctin 8 of >our Plans Committee on 

ser* wkw ix&xries saws 

« Sttwvar- — - ;™£;ar 

Dear Sir, ™ E CLERK ’ MARLFORD R.D.C, TO SPINLOVE 
Tu 6 ^^ 1 aa44 instructed ba^wrRe'you^ 115 on 

are “ Y I'" da ‘« ° f th - meetings 

and that they have instructed the CJ " b<? ° btained on application, 
nienced wj approval TZst ^ 

Sir> POTCH TO SPINLOVE ^ 

prepare h d aV t e o 'rJolZn^Toln ^ my ~ arc 

Mow t P, d J n d , alterations, see 

01 " a “ 5 *• « - an. average height 

- «- 

-i«h by-laws to comply 

* 0 
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Sir. 

There is no attic. 

box) ooin . 


SPIN LOVE TO POTCH 

25.9.24. 

I he third floor is roof space and is clearlv marked 


I return plans and application form and shali be glad to receive 
notice of approval. Yours faithfully. 

POTCH TO SPIN LOVE 

r . 27. 9.24. 

I am obliged to you for pointing out that an attic occupies roof 

space. Unfortunately, my committee are not in the habit of regarding 
habitable attic rooms as roof space because the architect calls them 
boxrooms on the plans. 

The plans and application form herewith. Yours faithfully, 


SPIN LOVE TO POTCH 

^' r - 29.9.24. 

I have amended plans by writing “ roof space " instead of “ box- 
room,” as you ask. The concrete will be laid in trenches immediately. 
Plans and form are returned herewith. 

The parcel containing your letter and the plans was not stamped. 
1 enclose the label with excess stamp and shall be glad to receive refund 
of is. 6d. Yours faithfully, 

Patch’s quibbling attempt to force Spinlove to alter his drawing, and his 
neglect to stamp the parcel, are all part of his method of obstructing and 
bullying those who, in his private practice, he regards as rivals. If he could 
infuriate Spinlove into some indiscreet act of protest or retaliation < which could 
be adversely commented on at the council meeting and reported in the local 
paper, which loyally supports local interest, Potch -would consider his trouble 
well rewarded. 

One cannot but commend the characteristic tenacity of Spinlove 'as 
exhibited in his letter that follows. 


SPINLOVE TO CLERK, MARLFORD R.D.C. 

Dear Sir, 6.10.24. 

A week ago I had to ask your surveyor to refund is. 6d. excess postage 
paid by me on parcel of plans sent unstamped. I enclosed label showing 
the excess stamp. I have had no reply except a form of approval of 
plans. I shall be glad to receive the money. Yours faithfully, 

CLERK, MARLFORD R.D.C., TO SPINLOVE 
Dear Sir, 8.10.24. 

in reply to your letter, Mr. Potch states that you did not enclose 
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excess stamp, and also states that postage on parcel is recorded [n his 
stamp book. It appears, therefore, that there must be some mUtakc 
or else the stamps came off in the post. Yours faithfully, 

SPIN LOVE TO HI' LL JOHN 

Dear Mr. Bulljohn, 9 .io._>.|. 

1 know you to be a l^cal magistrate and I am writing to ask your help 
m what seems to me to be a public scandal, for if I submit to the Distinc- 
tions of the Marl ford Council I may get into serious difficulties in the 
building of this house at Honevwood. 

I enclose copies of correspondence with the clerk and surveyor I 
pinned the excess stamp on to the letter mvxclf. 1 have no doubt the 
parcel was intentionally posted without stamps just as the reply to me 
request for refund was purposely ignored. ' 

\ou will notice also the tone of the other letters. If this sort of 

nrnb 8 ^ 06 ! 011 ha Y e , to make a strong protest to the council, but 

probably a word to the right person will act as a warning 

h, l'T’ in, T ed by . the buiUlcr that - Mr - Potch is notorious, and that 

or evervoC . C Pr , aCt,CC !° that il is t0 his i,ncrest ‘° difficulties 
lor exerjone who docs not employ him as architect. 

I should be much obliged if you could drop a hint in the right direction 

bl-lljohn to spixlove Yours iincercly ’ 

fellow hainian 11 f' ery H bad ' J' 1 " 6 have bcen lots of complaint”' 'bu t ''the 
However 1 111 Z < °" ' CO,, ” Cil a " d amon 8 “><= local tradespeople. 

ve 1. n, the l,h, T rman r SO ' ,,et,mCS ' a VCry decc,>t lna n— and I 
g.vc inn, the lm,t. I am keep.ng the papers you enclosed. 

Ever yours sincerely, 

Sir ’ POTCH TO SPINLOVE 

you the"ench^ed ^“on" 

1 regret that the requirements of the f one sh.H ,n g and sixpence. 
Government Board inakc it necessary for me^ 11“ Wajcst> ’' s Loca l 
but no stamp is required as sum is kss than £ y °“ '° r 3 reCci P‘' 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Spinlovc’ s action has not soothed the savage beast but tl^ SCnant ’ 

r ^ w •* * «** -« .« 
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and Mr. Patch may be depended upon to make things as awkward for Spin- 
love us opportunity safely allows. 


BRASH TO SPIN LOVE 

Dear Mr. Spinlovc, 10.10.24. 

I made a detour to-day and diverged to Honeywood for a brief 
period after the workmen had vacated the site. It will be necessary for 
you to immediately return to the makers the bricks, of which a vast 
quantity are already on the site. 

It was clearly demonstrated, I must remind you, that the mansion 
was to be constructed of red bricks. Have you, may I inquire, seen 
what the builder is purposing to use ? They are yellow, green, and all 
colours, and seem to be partly composed of cinders. I observed many to 
be broken and am at a loss to comprehend how Mr. Grigblay could suppose 
that I would tolerate such abominable rubbish. Has it not been explained 
to him that this is to be a gentleman's residence ? I must request you to 
give this matter your immediate attention. Yours sincerely, 


SPINLOVE TO BRASH 

Dear Sir Leslie Brash, 11. 10.24. 

The bricks you saw are not the outside or “ facing bricks," but the 
rough bricks of whi^i the inner thickness of the walls, and where covered 
with plaster, will be formed. None of the facing bricks has yet been 
delivered, but I have chosen them. They are, of course, red bricks and 
are of the best make. No wonder you objected to the bricks you saw if 
you supposed they were for the outside face. \ours sincerely, 


THE AFFAIR OF THE SPRING 

BRASH TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Mr. Spinlovc, 1 3 ' 1 ' 2 _ 

I enclose copy of a communication I have received from the solicito 
of the proprietor of the estate on the other side of the road at the bottom 
of my property, and from whom - 1 acquired Honeywood. 

I have conferred with my own solicitors, who approved the come} 
ance of the land, and these gentlemen confirm that the spring must no 

be interfered with. . . 

I trust that there will be no trouble anent this. I understood fro . 

that the well was to be sunk previously to the other work being commence 

so that the builder could supply himself with water. . 

\ ours sincere 
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(ENCLOSURE) SPOONBILL & WELLSTAET, 
SOLICITORS, TO SIR LESLIE BRASH 

Dcar , r Sir V- 10.10..M. 

Mr. Gregory W.tspanner. \xlio is the tenant of Honcywood Farm, 
adjoining the property lately conveyed to you by our client, Mr. Railing- 
bourne, has written to our client complaining that the water supply to 
Honcywood Farm, which flows from a spring in Honcywood Spinney 
and along the watercourse on the land conveyed to you. had been recently 
and now is, badly discoloured with clay, marl, vegetable soil or other 
fou matter, causing pollution of the water flowing from the said spring 
on to the said land in Mr. Witspanner’s tenancy. 

Our client understands that building operations are being carried out 

Z V Z\ pr0p r ty , a , nd SUpposCS that th0 P°Hntion is due to the action ol 
the men employed by you in those operations. 

We have to remind you that it was expressly laid down in the con- 
flo^iTfm n°tl ° f H ? nCy ' VO ° d Spinnc y that «ur client’s user in the water 

there shmdd hi „ Sa TL rmS lW n,aintaincd UI1 *ni paired and that 
there should be no interference with the flow of pure spriim water on to 

h.s Honcywood Farm property as heretofore. P * U 

We have to call upon you to take immediate steps effectively to abate 
PO " Utlon anJ sha " b ' s' ad to hear that the n, alter has attentio^. 

Yours faithfully, 

Dear Sir Leslie Brash SPINL0VE T0 B,i «H 

task’s: 

> ■ •*•—' ; "• “ •*“ 1 " , ”‘ i «- 

Yours sincerely. 

Dear Sir, SFJNLOYE TO GRIGBLAY 

P'aJIg 

wood Spinney is being fouled and ronV l , t fr ° 1 m the spnn S »» Honey- 
witli the flow shall cease. He has a'rieht t 'n P ° ,utl0n and interference 

on to his land. I must ask yo" before nmfeT #prin « " ater 

another source of water supply * inuned »ately to arrange for 

• Yours faithfully, 
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Spinlove is here altogether too aloof and disinterested. He ought to 
identify himself with this misfortune to the builder and at least make a gesture 
of readiness to help him, if possible. Hoiv is the builder to find 'water? 
The position is serious. 


GRIGBLAY TO SPIXLOYE 

Dear Sir, 16.10.24 

It will be a serious matter for us if we are not to draw water from 
the spring. Where else are we to find water ?~ When we went to the site 
before completing our tender we naturally assumed that we could make 
use of the spring as there was no stipulation in the contract that we should 
not make use of it. We can only suggest that the well should be sunk 
immediately and that we should be allowed to draw from it. This will 
involve a considerable delay, and we shall have to ask for an extension 
of the contract date corresponding to the time it takes to find water. 
In the meantime we have told Bloggs to use all possible care not to foul 
spring. Yours faithfully, 

SPIXLOYE TO GRIGBLAY 


Dear Sir, 17.10.24. 

The contract stipulates that the builder is to make his own arrange- 
ments for the supply of water. You would be at liberty to use the spring 
if it were available, but, unfortunately it is not. I will give orders for the 
well-sinking to be put in hand as soon as possible ; in the meantime it will 
be necessary for you to make temporary arrangements of some kind, as 
Sir Leslie Brash would never consent to let the work stand while the well 
is being sunk. Yours faithfully. 

If Spinlove thinks that he can settle the matter in this fashion he is very 
much mistaken. Does he suppose that the builder is to carry water up hill 
on to the site ? The question is, how is water to be found ? 1 he circum- 

stances are awkward. 

GRIGBLAY TO SPIXLOYE 


Dear Sir, 17.10 24. 

Since we last wrote, Mr. C.rigblay has been on site and arranged lor 
Bloggs to dig out ditch and form a weir, and lay a 1 in. pipe from above 
weir to 1,000-gallon tank to be sunk into ground further down sloj>c. 
This amount of water will not affect the flow from the spring and we shall 
not go near ditch or foul spring in the future. We shall be glad to have 
your approval of this proposal. 

We have now got cellar excavated and shall be glad if you will appro 
same. The ground is dry and compact marly clay, and. as wc should ike 
to get concrete in and walls up before chance of rain, we shall be glad 01 
your approval at once. Yours lawfully, 
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SPINLOVE TO GRIGBLAY 

Dear Sir, 

I am sorry I cannot accept your proposal to form weir and draw water 
from spring as Sir Leslie Brash has no right to interfere with the How. 
I will, however, communicate with Sir Leslie Brash and ask him to refer 
the point to his solicitors. Yours faithfully, 


GRIGBLAY TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Sir, .. „ 

i rang up to-day and asked you to put off writing to Sir Leslie Brash 
ie spring. If permission is asked of solicitors it may very well lx* refused 
as there is no inducement why it should be granted. The amount of water 
I shall take from the spring is nothing at all and no one will be any the 
wiser or know what is being done, as all pollution will cease. There 
will be no objection to the work projx>scd. as all will be removed at com- 
pletion and no harm done. Yours faithfully. 

Grigblay is perfectly sound in his judgement in this matter, nor is 
there anything sly or deceitful in his proposal . ,1/1 that the adjoining owner 

\ c Sp f"* shaU " ot be MW and that his right to the flow 
shall not be interfered with. ° • 


SPINLOVE TO QRIGBLAY 

Dear Sir, 

If you care to carry out the arrangement you propose at the spring 
. 37 ^demnify Sir Leslie Brash from all liabUUy f 

^;isr o " 6h 1 camot aiip ™ ° f ° r * .*• X 

h>pinl°ic is taking a great deal too much upon hi, ns" If herZne' is 
as accredited agent to Brash, engaging him in words which to say the el si 

Z Z §U0US i - Supposi ”S that «»«* way Grigblay’ s interference ^with 

letter stands for if it is not n ” dlfhcult to know ™hat Sp inlove’s 

owner's ££j£el nJpZs rirof^ * '* 

that letter, so that he would be entitled to say " VeTfl *** / v ° ack " owh 'dged 
hold me responsible but I never aov f( .j , ' ’ , , ’ a,ctixt ^t said he would 

having to dismantle the ^ 

.... ... . „„ f — »«< 
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SPIN LOVE TO GRIGBLAY 

Dear Sir, 22.10.24. 

I confirm authority for you to get on with concreting of cellar. You 
will note that the cellar damp course is to be carried up outside walls to 
the level of the normal damp course ; this cellar damp course will conie 
below the bottom of the concrete floor and above the bottom of the hard 
core. 

I was glad to sec such good progress had been made and to note that 
the concrete seems quite satisfactory. I have, however, to take exception 
to the facing-bricks, one load of which has been delivered. In ordering 
these from the makers I expressly excluded the bright red bricks, which 
are soft and probably under-burnt. I yesterday selected and marked 
three samples covering the whole range of variations in colour, etc., which 
your foreman has set aside in his office. The soft bright red bricks must be 
thrown out and no more must be delivered. 

Will you please let me know in good time what detailed drawings 
you want ? Yours faithfully, 

BRASH TO SPIN LOVE . 

Dear Mr. Spinlove, 21.10.24. 

I am in receipt of a strongly-worded communication from Mr. Railing- 
bourne’s solicitors stating that the pollution of the spring continues and 
is worse than formerly, and requiring me immediately to have the state 
of affairs ameliorated and c\cn hinting at proceedings. The occupier of 
the farm asseverates he cannot water his livestock and has to draw from a 
well. 

This is all extremely regrettable and alarming, as I desire to maintain 
amicable relations with Mr. Rallingbourne, who will be my adjoining 
neighbour and is a most influential gentleman. It is now eight days since 
] desired you to give attention to this subject and yet nothing has even 


eventuated. 


Yours faithfully, 


SPINLOVE TO BRASH 

Dear Sir Leslie Brash, ^ 

The matter of the spring has been attended to and there will be 

pollution in future. The necessary work, unfortunately involved muddy 

ing the water for a few hours. \ours faithful V, 

TROUBLE WITH BRICKS 

GRIGBLAY TO SPINLOVE 

c- 23.10.24. 

Wenote your instructions re facing- bricks. We may say we ordered 
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bricks as selected by you according to your instructions, but have now* 
taken up the matter with the brickyard. 

Yours faithfully, 

Spinlove, it will be remembered, dealt directly with the brick manu- 
facturer in selecting bricks and merely told Grigblay to older bi irks as selected, 
without defining, with samples or otherwise, what bricks exactly he was to 
receive. Grigblay accordingly did not know 'what bricks to expect and teas not 
in a position to approve or disapprove of tvhat was sent. Spinlovc ought 
to have carried out his negotiations with the biickmaker through Grigblay 
and made Grigblay responsible for the bricks being up to sample. 


GRIGBLAY TO SPINLOYE 

Bear Sir, 25.10.24. 

With regard to the common bricks specified and seen and approved 
bv you, Bloggs reports that some built into the foundation walls have 
blown already. We have had no experience of these bricks, not having 
used them before, and understand they come from Belgium ; but Bloggs 
says that quite a few have lime in them and will blow, and for our own 
satisfaction we would prefer not to use them on the face of plastered walls. 
The price is very low, but we should be willing to substitute Strettons for 
this purpose. 

We shall be glad to have your approval. Yours faithfully, 

Grigblay means by this that the clay of which the bricks are made has 
not been thoroughly ground so that there are lumps of lime in it. These 
become quicklime when the bricks arc kilned, and when such bits of quicklime 
occur near the surface of the brick the lime swells when the brick is nu tted 
and a flake is lifted from the surface. Tor a very few such bricks to blow 
and push the plaster away from the walls, perhaps after papering and painting 
is completed, is a terrible disaster, and the defect may go on appearing months 
after the house is finished. 


SPINLOYE TO GRIGBLAY 

Dear Sir, 

’ 27 10 24 

I am much obliged for your letter. I had a good report of these 
bricks which pleased me when I saw them. I do not like Strettons for 
facing plaster walls. What other proposal can you make ? 

Yours faithfully, 

, t S £"' ,0 7 ,s ri ° ht - Slr ‘“° n bricks have a smooth, greasy face and square 

rthZ » V 7 a „ " tt T W ’ S ° ' ha ‘ eve " whn ‘ ll,c ’ oh « s «*' carefully 
raked tl,c key for the plaster is » at good. A rough-surfaced, irregular brick is 
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what a builder likes for plastering upon, and there is nothing better for this 
pm pose than the London stock. 

GRIGBLAY TO SPIN LOVE 

Dear Sir, 28.10.24. 

Our proposal was (or grooved Streltons, although the cost to us would 
be a little higher than the bricks specified. We understand you have no 
objection to these and have ordered as we shall require them at once for 
cc ll ar Yours faithfully. 

The bricks referred to have grooves formed by pressing rubber ridges 
into the brick; the t libber c.x funds with the pressure and contracts on its 
withdrawal, so that the groove is slightly dove-tailed in consequence and 
forms an excellent key for fluster. 

Grigblay is a little inclimd to take charge of matters and tell Spinlove 
what he ought to do, but his quickness to notice the defect in the specified 
bricks is one of ihe advantages which an at chi ted gains by employing a good 
builder .• 

SPINLOVE TO GRIGBLAY 

Dear Sir, ' 29.10.24. 

1 was on the site yesterday and found that your foreman had not 
carried out my instructions to throw out the soft facing-bricks. I havo 
to ask you to see that this is done. 

Another trolly load of these bricks arrived while I was on the site, 
and it seemed to me that it contained as large a quantity of the objection- 
able bricks as the earlier consignment. These must be picked out. 

Yours faithfully, 

GRIGBLAY TO SPINLOVE o 2 

Dear \Ve r ’l.ave noted your instructions re lacings and will i see that no 
unsuitable bricks are used, as the bricklayer will have mstruct.ons to throw 
them out. It is not necessary to handle the whole lot over fist We 
have written again to the brickyard calling attent.on to ‘he matter 

We enclose list of detailed drawings as per your request. Blog. 
nin liX t e 14 in. return where Den breaks forward (sec revised 

plan No S) will not give room for gable knee to match other 8 abIes 
'm. detail’ No. 6)°as^nd,catcd on 1 in. scale elevation^ » - £ ** ° 
alter now, but call your attention to same. ^ ours fa.thluhy 

It will be recalled that Ibis projecting gable marking the Den woe one 

Z!:Ln7tl desigl “ sftZcZ making 
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his design as a 'whole, 'would have hep/ this point in mind, hut peeking at it 
against time he has overlooked the condition imposed by his ' in. di tail of 
the gable knees. Some sort of contrivance o; botch will have to made to meet 
the case. It may perhaps lead to an interesting variation ; on the other 
hand it perhaps will not, and in any case the matter is an annoyance to the 
architect, as his letter in reply makes clear. 


SPIXLOYE TO GRIG BL AY 

Dear Sir, 31.10.24. 

I, am sorry to learn of the mistake with the Den gable. You say 
it i-> " too late to alter now,” but I have to point out to you that you are 
responsible for the building according to the true intent and meaning 
of the drawings and for referring all discrepancies to me. I am not in this 
case going to require you to take down the wall and build 1 ft. 10! in. 
break, but I must reserve to myself the right to require strict observance 
of this condition of the contract. The list of details yon enclose does not 
help me much as they are general and cover the whole building. What I 
ask is that I may be kept informed beforehand of details that may be 
immediately wanted. Yours faithfully, 

This -will not do! Spiulovc is unfair and he is even foolish. The 
condition he quotes is a saving clause. It determines that the builder is 
responsible for the correct building of the house, but it does not make him 
responsible for the architect's definite instructions any more than it does for 
the design. Spinlovc directed a break of 14 in. it seems, and he ought to 
be grateful to the builder for warning him of what lies ahead, and not dis- 
courage him, as he has done, from looking beyond what is strictly his business. 
I he dimension was a definite instruction ; the detail of the particular gable 
knee is suppositious. The tone of Spilt love's letter is wrong ; he ought to 
make the best of the matter to the builder, and not the worst. Disparagement 
is always an error ; expostulation or even reprimand may be necessary 
and a builder will not be put out of countenance even if he feels grieved • but 
disparagement serves no good end whatever and destroys that atmosphere of 
common purpose on which good results depend. 


Dear Sir, 


GRIGBLAY TO SPINLOVE 


We note your remarks and have to say that we quite understand 
an hat we have to do and are giving this work our best attention ; but 

unless^ ? ChltCCt Seil ft S US , a figUred dimension t0 work to we work to it 

~ Toi &»“ P r R e r d dimcnsions - which pieare ii ° te 


6o 


THE HONEY WOOD FILE 


With reference to our foreman’s question re finish of Den gable 

knee, of which we have not yet received details, we are instructing him 

not to take any such action again. The details which we immediately 

require are those which vary from contract drawing and specifications 

now in our hands, as you may deem it necessary for us to have and as 
per our list. 

7 /ns is a very stiff letter for a builder to wiite to an architect. 

Grigblay is naturally annoyed. His letter states the case fairly and 
entirely demolishes Spinlove. So contract can be carried out at all if the 
Utter of the conditions only is to be observed. A common spirit of good 
intention and fair play and good sense is necessary. 


SPIXLOYK TO BRASH 

Dear Sir Leslie Brash, « 6.11.24. 

Before I arrange for the well to be sunk, would it not be worth while 
to consider whether the spring cannot be made use of ? I understand 
that you are under covenant not to pollute or interfere with the flow, but 
you could lay on to a storage tank without infringing either condition. 
J wo thousand gallons a day, which would be more than you would use 
for all purposes, would in no measurable way interfere with the flow. 
I took the opportunity when last on site to observe the flow where it 
discharges into the stream below Honeywood Farm, and it seemed as 
strong as at the source, so that the owner seems to have little use for the 
water. If the spring were tapped as I propose, the cost of well-sinking 
would be saved and also most of the cost of installing anil running a 
pump, for the fall of the ground makes it an easy matter to put in an 
efficient ram. The waste water from this would be returned to the spring. 
I assume the spring water to be fit for drinking purposes, etc., but it ought 
to be reported upon by an analyst. I will take no steps until I hear from 
you. Yours sincerely. 


Spinlove, it will be noticed, has put himself to some trouble to master 
the facts and devise a scheme that shall give Brash a better service and save 
his pocket. Such action is not merely the prerogative of the architect, but 
a privilege which brings dignity to his office and adds joy to his activities. 
To do a thing well for the sake of so doing it, and not for the money it brings, 
is what distinguishes the professional from the commercial code. It is 
because the commercial man is conscious of this that he bleats continuously •' 
" I wish to serve you," and protests that his performances are ''genuine, 
and " real," and " bona fide," and “ super." I make this comment because 
there are signs that the spirit of disinterested initiative here displayed by 
Spinlove is in some degree discredited by the architects of a new generation 
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It will leant better when its own children revolt against the sophistication 
which numbs the sense of true life values for their patents, and puts the an hi- 
tect in a hopeless rivalry with the shopkeeper. 


BRASH TO SPIN LOVE 

Dear Mr. Spinlove, 8.11.2.1. 

I am extremely gratified at your communication uncut water supply. 
I have transmitted a copy of your letter to my legal .advisers who approved 
the conveyance in my behalf and who will no doubt be able to inform me 
what the correct interpretation of “ pollution ” and " interference ” is to be 
understood to signify. I will communicate with you when 1 have received 
this information. In the interim please desist from all operations in 
regard to water supply. Yours sincerely, 


MORE DIFFICULTIES 

GRIGBLAY TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Sir, 8.11.24. 

We are sorry to say that Bloggs reports difficulty with damp course. 

He has carried up cellar to near level of ground, but in fixing level of 

damp course at bottom of cellar wall he did not allow for main damp 

course also running round, so that joint is U in. too high at ground-lloor 

level. What we propose to do is to take down a couple of courses ami 

level over wall below ground to give the correct joint level. Shall be 

glad of your approval. Yours faithfully, 

Ihc fact that Grigblay has confessed to this blunder and refated his 

proposal for making good to Spinlove is a sign that he has a particular sense 

of his obligations. The foreman of some builders would have levelled over 

with cut bricks in cement, and when the architect objected to the botch -would 

have made excuses and belittled the matter, confident that as the wall was sound 

and the work finished and out of sight, the architect would not call upon him 
to demolish it. r 

SPINLOVE TO GRIGBLAY 

Dear Sir, i 

Vour foreman had no grounds for assuming that the main damn 
course would not run round the top of cellar walls, and if he did suppose 
so he should have realized that the width of the two courses of slates in 
cement had to be made up somehow to allow the joints of facings to run 
through. I am not prepared to accept your proposal to level up. It will. 

t °K PU m d ° Wn ' Say * fifteen courscs and save llic 1* in. out of 
J0mts in rebuilding. Yours faithfully. 
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■Spinlove is right in pointing out that the foreman made a stupid mistake, 
but his tetter is unsympathetic ; so tong as a builder docs his best the architect 
ought to try to help hint out of difficulties. There is no weight on the walls, 
and the half course 'would be out of sight in the thickness of the floor or per- 
ceived only by an expert eye below the ceiling of the unplastered cellar. On 
the other hand, it is a good thing at the beginning of a job for an architect 
to be exacting in his demands on the builder ; for if he passes over small 
irregularities at the outset, the builder may assume that the architect is easy- 
going and some later deviation from exactness may lead to dreadful difficulties 
and makeshifts. It will take perhaps two hours to pull down the wall and a 
day to rebuild, and the cost to the builder will be perhaps fj . The foreman 
will “ know all about it,” and he and the builder will be warned to be 'wary: 
On the whole, Spinlove’s decision is probably the best one, but he can -write 
polite, and even ingratiating letters to his client, and he should know better 
than to 'write crusty and domineering ones to the builder. 

GRIGBLAY TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Sir, 12. 11.24. 

We enclose letter we have received from Messrs. Hoochkoft re facings. 
Please return with vour instructions. Yours faithfully, 

(ENCLOSURE) HOOCHKOFT TO GRIGBLAY 
Sir, 8.11.24. 

We do not understand the complaint of the architect. I he bricks 
we are sending arc same as approved by him. If we are required to pick 
over we shall have to charge 35s. per thousand extra. There is nothing 
wrong with the bricks. Yours faithfully, 

SPINLOVE TO GRIGBLAY 

Dear Sir, x 4; II#2 ** 

I return Hoochkoft’s letter, of,which I have kept copy, and cackle 

copy of my letter to the firm. Yours faithfully, 

(ENCLOSURE) SPINLOVE TO HOOCHKOFT 

Dear Sirs 14. 11.24* 

CJ Mr! Grigblay has shown me your letter to him of 8.11.24. My 
objection to the bricks you have delivered on the site is that they include 
a quantity of the soft bright red bricks which I expressly said I cou 

not use at the time I ordered the bricks. 


Yours faithfully, 
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BRASH TO SPIN LOVE 

Dear Mr. Spinlove, I } ,, , f 

I have been in correspondence with my solicitors, Messrs. Russ, 
Topper, Mainrice, Cornish and Mcl'ee, and have further discussed with 
them the proposition of obtaining water from the effluent of spring, but 
they are unable to advise me what interpretation should be given to the 
covenant limiting my use of the water. They approved the convevance 
in my behalf so that I should have expected them to be able to tell me 
what the words mean, but this they seem unable to do. 1 am given to 
understand that only a judge can say what the words mean ami that 
probably different judges would have different views as to their meaning, 
lam now, at my solicitors’ suggestion, obtaining the opinion of an eminent 
K.C. as to what opinion a judge would be likclv to give on the matter 
When I have this information 1 shall know better how 1 stand. 1 
inform you of these minutiae in order that you may comprehend that a 

^ ^ ^ j ^ ^ ^ ^ • thing can be definitely 

Yours Sincerely, 

The way Brash sets forth this matter makes it appear ludicrous The 
Z‘Vf ,t0 r/ S J<tCt ^que-themore so as there ale 

irm/of Z~r/ ,OUS 5 >lCl pCrCCiVe "• We d0 " ot k "°* <>« 

,,, , of the clause in question are, and should be little the wiser if we did 

a(th T V lC t ia ! BmSh lS lt ” <lcr covaiaut »ol to ” interfere ” with the flow 
havZ PnUg 'Z d tk i ttt thC lJ “ C5lio “ is what cxacl h constitutes ” interference ” 
circuL’tmZ nZ ° f ^ as a “'hole and the physical 

zrrzzz case i z tciy saw spb,iovc w^^y 

ZLlZfZ ' c now Wd/i " <l skilled la *y‘>* al1 «< ^ to 

business oH °7 Care f uU y^ed phrases. A great part of the 

The law is 27c* ^ dttenm " c mcn,li,, S °f ™rds used by other lawyers, 
what is known as a lucrative profession.” 

Dear Sir HOOCH KOFT TO SPIN LOVE 

‘ Yours faithfully, 

" / ST ZnZ 7/T7 r ,r “TJ or /achie bricks — « : 

P f the bricks and thc price is satisfactory. The very 
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ii ighl-coloitrcd bricks seem soft ami under-burnt ; the red and purple brindled 
bricks uill give me all the variation in colour necessary. I have directed 
the builder, Mr. John Grigblay ; to place the order with you." This is a sloppy 
letter. Spinlove means to say that he accepts the tender on the understanding 
that the bright, under-burnt bricks are excluded, but he does not say it. He 
first approves of the samples and the price, and then expresses a preference, 
only, for the better-burnt and darker bricks — that, at any rate, is an inter- 
pretation which the " shrewd, hard-headed business man “ Samuel Smiles 
taught us to admire, before we taught ourselves to recognise the commerical 
shco per, would put upon the letter if it helped him to a half-sovereign. In 
some firms the taking advantage of verbal ambiguities and the dealing in 
them themselves, is part of a daily routine. It is best for an architect to buy 
only from merchants and manufacturers of established reputation ; but 
whether he does so or not it is his duly to be exact and precise in his directions, 
or he may mislead an honest man to his disadvantage by the same loose 
phrases by which he places himself at the mercy of a dishonest one. Hoochkoft s 
talk of extra firing is Jtonsense ; if all the bricks were thoroughly burnt some 
would be over-burnt and there would be waste. Hoochkoft seems to have 
got our friend Spinlove on toast. 

SPINLOVE TO HOOCHKOFT 

Dear Sirs, 17. 11.24. 

My order was for facing bricks to sample, but omitting the soft 
bright-reds. It was for you to amend your price if necessary, but you 
did not do so, but took the order on the tendered price. I cannot use 
the soft bricks and no more must be sent on to site. Yours faithfully, 

HOOCHKOFT TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Sir, 

We respectfully regret that we cannot agree that the price 
and which you accepted was for picked. We are doing our best to reduce 
the number of bright-red and do not know what you have to complain 
of, but we cannot supply picked at same price as r* kiln as quoted, bu 

to' meet you will offer you special rate at 175s. per thousand picked. 

Yours faithfully, 

SPINLOVE TO GRIGBLAY 

Dear Sir 20.11.24. 

03 I enclose copy of my correspondence with Hoochkoft. Can you 
arrange to take over the bricks thrown out and credit them ? The cxl 
cost of the picked brides will be about f 7 o, as nearly as I can judge. 


19. 11. 24. 
we quoted 
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GRIGBLAY TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Sir, 22.1 1.24. 

Another lorry of facings has been delivered with about the saute 
number of soft reds as before. We arc willing to throw *1111 from the 
first load, but you will realize this is going to be a serious matter for us 
if we arc to pick over the whole facings. We estimate 15 per cent, will 
have to be thrown out. The only olfer we can make is to credit the 
throwouts against the cost of picking and use them in the back walling. 
We await your instructions. Yours faithfully. 

hrigblay's proposal is fair, but the bargain would, no doubt, fa, our him. 
The result would be that Brash would pay 175s. a thousand for pet haps 
7,000 extra useless bricks. It seems, therefore, that when Spiulove said he 
ivould engage not to run into extras he flattered himself, for his difficulty 
u ith the brickyard is entirely his own fault. It will be renumbered, how, ver, 
that Spiulove has included the sum of / 300 as a provision for contingencies 
upon which he can draw without involving Brash in an extia ; but l do not 
retail that he explained to Brash that this /300 provision was to cover the 
contingency of the architect making mistakes, although it is available /•>> this 
purpose as all architects arc thankful to know. This is not unfair. .1 small 
Margin for error is the due of the most exact human mat hinny. 

SPINLOVE TO HOOCH KOFT 

Dear Sirs, 

A third load of your facing bricks similar to those to which I have 
objected has been delivered. I have told Mr. Grigblay not to allow any 
ore to be brought on to the site, and 1 must ask you to send only bricks 
equal to approved sample as ordered. Yours faithfully, 

■p. SPINLOVE TO GRIGBLAY 

Dear Sir, 

S aninl. am w b T 8ed f ° r y0Ur ,cttcr but thc bricks "ere ordered to approved 
about A,!! 1 T aCCC f 1 y0ur P ro P osal . it: a PP^rs there will be an extra of 
refuse tl !i, Copy ° f my letter lo Hoochkoft of to-day. Please 

come on tf sT fUFthCr COnsignment s including defective facings to 

c . C ' Yours faithfully, 

* pin ove has not realized thc consequences of this prohibition. 

Dear SJr GRIGBLAY TO SPINLOVE 

of the^S front" an y i°th th f at . have SOme face work now built on^part 
uth front and that we shall have to close down the work if we 
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send back facings. We have been urging delivery. It will also be im- 
possible to match the bricks from another yard, and it seems necessary 
to come to some arrangement with Hoochkoft at once. 

Yours faithfully, 

HOOCHKOFT TO SPIXLOYE 

Dear Sir. 26.11.24. 

We can only repeat that we did not quote for picked and that the 
bricks we have sent you are as per your order. 

We gather from your letter informing us that no more unpicked will 
be accepted that you wish us to send picked facings in future. 

Yours faithfully. 


SPIXLOYE TO HOOCHKOFT 

Dear Sirs. 28.11.24. 

It is no concern of mine what steps you take to supply facings similar 
to samples approved by me, but further consignments containing the 
soft bright-reds will not be received on the site. If, therefore, you cannot 

supplv to sample without picking, the bricks must be picked. 

Yours faithfully, 


Spinlove has now dropped into the trap in which Hoochkoft, with skill 
acquired by long practice, has manoeuvred to catch him. Spinlove’s conten- 
tion is that it was part of the bargain that the soft reds should not be included. . 
Hoochkoft has identified this with " picking." for which he has quoted a 
hifiier price ; Spiulove, by here adopting the term “ picking," gives HoochkoJ 

an opportunity for charging for " picked facings." 

It should be added that the tone of Spinlove’s letter is too aggressive a 
common fault with him. Such a letter will not, in fad, disturb the equanimity 
of Hoochkoft, 'who, in common with his kind, has the hide of a rhinoceros . 
but it is undignified, and not the sort of letter a professional man should write. 
It may also" be remarked that power largely subsists m self-control ; any 
exhibition of feeling is a mark of weakness. 


QRIGBLAY TO SPIXLOYE 


Dear Sir, 


2.12.24 


Bloggs inform s“ ... that yesterday another lorry load of facings 
arrived They are much as previous lots, but as Messrs. ■ H 
would not have received your letter before loading up. we d.d ; not ■. i 

them back. We shall have to stop work if the facings bn ™ ° 

We notice that your brick detail of Iron entrance dra« m - of 
omits mat-sinking and shows the front step 1} in. ab °'C fm®l 
ground floor as fixed by bench mark to your approval As the J n 
plan shows a mat-sinking we set out the hr. ck joint on the floor 
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fliat the top steps should line up with brick joint If we raise step i| in. 
it will mean cutting the bricks to build in step, which wo think you will 
not care for. Have we your authority to drop the bench mark and the 
ground floor level 1 } in. ? 

Yours faithfully, 

II c may gather from the above that the horizontal briek joints have been 
set out to a bench mark approved on the site bv Spinlove as the level of the 
ground floor. 1 he J in. scale drawings show a sinking for the mat at the front 
entrance, but Spinlove in his A in. detail of the entrance has eliminated the 
mat-sinking, which harbour dirt, and has, as an alternative raised the top 
f)ont^ step i { in. above the level of the floor. Crigblay points out that to build 
1,1 t,,c ste P It" 5 position will involve unsightly cutting of the bricks and 
proposes to make the top of the step agree with the bench mark and brick 
point, and to lower the floor iJ/». below bench mark. That Crigblay should 
'write on. such a matter shows him to be a good and careful builder. 

HOOCH KOFT TO SPINLOVE 

^ Sir - 

\\c note your instruction re facings, which shall have our best at- 
tention. 

Wc arc, dear Sir, 

Yours faithfully, 

This letter is so worded as to support a claim for picked bucks at the 
i nn cased price, while it gives Spinlove to understand that the objectionable 
tZ' 5 - at the rate originally quoted. Slv deceit of this 

‘ P^ achs fh' many business firms, but an experienced architect readily 
pi elects himsclj by exact methods and precision in the use of words, and he 

purboThidd 0 dtSt T l am Z U0US phrnSCS and t0 SpV 0,11 thc ^cacherous 

affabb c Z L tU he ”\ - Spl,lloVe seems t0 have 110 suspicion, although the 
affable subscription to this letter might well have warned him. 

SPINLOVE TO CRIGBLAY 

Hear Sir, 

p ose Th Th 1 ' y °" , f ° r , y ° Ur ICtt0r ' P ' case drop thc floor 1 1 W asVou'pro- 

bc 11 iu - bel °"- Wch 

which ^ Th a hk0lt , has n .°"' agTeed ‘° pick out the soft bright-red brick, to 

* •* “• - s Tt f “c™ sisnments 
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SPIN LOVE TO GRIGBLAY 

Dear Sir, M- 12 2 *b 

I was on the site yesterday and saw the last delivery of facings, 
which are quite satisfactory, but they will show up a little darker in tone 
than the facings you have already built. Luckily there is not much of 
this and I have arranged with your foreman that he shall mix what re- 
mains of the old with the new, and see that the redder and brighter faces 
of the new bricks are shown in the next few courses so that there will be 
a graduation of tone from new work to old. 

I was glad to notice that the bricklayers have now got iiito the way 
of pressing the mortar out of the joints and cutting oft with the edge of 
the trowel as specified ; but they arc apt, from force of habit, to press 
the mortar home with the fiat, which they must not do. I spoke to your 
foreman on this matter. He seems to have trouble with one or two of the 
men, and I told him he would have to get rid of them if they did not do 
what they were told. \ours faithfully, 

90 

The matter of finish to the brick jointing is of great importance, as 
Spinlovc has evidently learnt. He seems, however, to think that the only 
occasion for a letter is to find fault. Bloggs appears to be doing his best 
under troublesome conditions, and the architect ought at least to hint appre- 
ciation. 

BRASH ON BRICKS 


BRASH TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Sir, !?‘i 2,2 5; u 

I visited my Honey wood property to-day and was aghast to view 

the house I was given to understand that it was to be a red brick mansion, 
but the bricks are of all colours and they are not smooth, but rough 
with wide rough spaces ; in fact, thoroughly cheap bricks I rubbed 
one of them and it came off on my finger. I never saw worse house build- 
ing in my life ; not like a gentleman’s house, but appertaining to the 
similitude of a barn. The bricks I desired and which I assumed would 
be embodied in the fabric are the pretty pinky-red smooth bricks with 
straight white lines and all matching and not diversified Hi tint. 

There is nothing more elegant and charming than these smooth, 
neat >h k b cks, but the bricks I see are brown instead of red and exhjbit 
r 'arance and are not of one tint, but discoloured and spotty 
and uneven instead of being smooth. Is it really too late to > put the 
matter right ? Cannot the walls be coloured in some way ^ 
made straight and white and not so rough and broad . 1 haxe 

work being performed in London, I think. 
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I am afraid to contemplate what Lady Brash will say when she views 
the edifice on her return from Buxton next week. 

I have just arranged to rent a furnished house, " Rosclawn,” 
Thaddington, where we shall reside during the spring and summer so 
that Lady Brash and myself may be on the spot. 

I must request your attention to the question of the bricks which is 
most urgent. Yours sincerclv, 

Ouc way feel sorry for Brash. Ko doubt he will learn to like his “ un- 
even, dirty coloured, spotty ” house, but the disappointment is probably a 
heavy one. The “ operation " he refers to seems to be raddling and tuck 
pointing. The penultimate paragraph will not be the tidings of great joy to 
his architect that he seems to imagine. 


SPIN LOVE TO BRASH 

Dear Sir Leslie Brash, p •> , 

l am sorry you arc disappointed with the facing bricks, but it is 
difficult to judge the effect of the finished house from a near view of the 
small piece of walling now being built. The bricks arc, I assure you, good 
quality, hand-made red bricks, and the variations in colour will not give 
a spotty effect as you fear, but a deep, soft-colour, instead of the rather 
thin, hard, insipid tone of uniformly-tinted smooth bricks. 

The pinky-red uniform smooth brickwork with fine white joints you 
speak of would be quite unsuited to the architecture of your house : it 
belongs to quite a different style of building. You will realize this if 
you have seen, for instance. Spronton Whytgates, and the Orangery at 
Kensington Palace. The former represents something of the brickwork 
eftcct aimed at in your house ; the latter shows the kind you have in 
mind. I can assure you it would not only be a disastrous anomaly and 
confusion of ideas to build your house in the style of the Orangery, but 
a most impossible to do so. I have given close attention to the appearance 

ot the brickwork and I feel sure you will like the effect when the walls 
begin to display themselves. 

W ishing you the compliments of the season. Yours sincerely, 


Brasf^lr h<l ri tke ^ ° f aU ha ^ ,U0),le ” ts M risking 

dors L, l y < j ,ri . 5tmas by ' ia gg'”g the message to a letter telling him he 

have to writ? ^ hat J U ** talklng abouL U was certainly an awkward one to 

abroach nl’Jr T “J 1 ? gr ° Uud ° f COmnon intelligence upon which to 
PPi oach Brash ; it would have been better, instead of saying : “ You are 

ZjZZn d ° n rT h w : Mne r * happy ChrU,m °°- • • ••• •/ 

' ■ Th{ bncks a, ‘ “» "f«- I Will explain when I see yon." 
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BRASH TO SPIN LOVE 

Dear Mr. Spinlove, 23.1 ’.2.4. 

You may be quite correct in what you say from your own personal 
altitude of view, but you must permit me to inform you that I admire 
the pinky-red smooth bricks with straight white space lines, which you 
appear to hold in such contempt. Our diversity of tastes differ in this 
matter, which 1 much regret. I desire to add that I visited Kensington 
Gardens and viewed the Orangery yesterday and I entirely fail to visualize 
the least resemblance between that building and your design for my 
mansion. No two edifices could be more dissimilar in their diversity, 
and 1 am astounded that you should express the contrary view. 

Reciprocating your seasonable good wishes. Yours sincerely. 

The explanation of this letter probably is that Brash was so irritated by 
Spinlove’ s, that he did not read it with any care. 

SPINLOVE TO BRASH 

Dear Sir Leslie Brash, 2.;. 12.24. 

You have misread my letter. I did not instance the Orangery as 
having anything in common with my design for your house, but as not 
having any ; and I do not dislike the bricks you say you admire, but 
delight to use them in a design to which they are appropriate. If 1 had 
known that you particularly wanted your house faced with them I would 
gladly have made a design to suit, but nothing was said to suggest this. 
I feel confident that when you see the house taking shape you will be 
pleased, and not find the walling too rough or lacking in warm red colour. 

Thank you for good wishes. ^ ours sincerely, 


BRASH TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Mr. Spinlove, ,, 2S ' ,2 '" 4 ' 

I adv Brash has returned home and has perused your letters on the 

subject of the bricks and is sure that if they arc similar to those at Sponton 

Witgate (sic) they will be extremely pretty. I should mention that 

Lady Brash has the pleasure of acquaintance with the Rt Hon. Lady 

Bsit V (sic) whose husband the Vicount (sic), as you are probably au are, 

is the owner of the house, which Lady Brash has heard much of. I appre- 

Lend that your judgment in selecting the br.ck.s was qH««»ert. 

they happen to be an innovation to me. 

spinlove has struck it lucky : but poor old Brash ! As Lady Brash 
docs not know her aamaintanceS name Ussy) nor the name of her house, 
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and Brash cannot spell her husband's title, uv may imagine that the great 
lady once opened a bazaar at wpich Lady Brash iva% a stall-holder ; and 
that the reason Lady Brash never ivears a ring in her nose is that on that 
memorable day the Viscountess did no! do so. How deep, therefore, will be 
the dear > woman’s gratification in possessing a house whose bricks are similar 
to those used in her friend’s famous mansion. I make these comments to 
elucidate what I gather to be the inner meaning of Brash’s letter. Whether 
Spinlove caught its significance depends upon how far he is sensitive to the 
manifestations of social snobbery. 


GRIGBLAY TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Sir, 27.12.24. 

Wc are now several courses above datum all round and have a good 
deal of material prepared and shall be glad of a certificate for £2,000. 

Yours faithfully, 


A BOX OF CIGARS 

SPINLOVE TO HOOCHKOFT 

Dear Sirs, 20-12. 24. * 

On my return to the office to-day I found a parcel containing a box 
of fifty cigars. I am led to think that these have been scut by you, as 
your trade card with the season’s greetings was found on the floor. 

I appreciate your friendly intentions, but you will understand that it 
is impossible for me to accept presents from those with whom I do business 
in my professional Capacity. 

If you will confirm that you sent the parcel. I will return it to you. 

Yours faithfully, 

Spinlove is right in returning the parcel and in the reason he gives for 

and ' V Uc lays C]aim t0 110 su P*”°r virtues, he trill wound no 
susceptibilities if Hoochkoft should harbour any, which is unlikely. It 

occasionally happens that a builder or specialist or merchant, yielding to a 

feeling of good fellowship or personal regard or gratitude for some friendly 

act will, as an individual, send an architect the kind of gift that passes 

between convivial friends at Christmas, but all such ingenuousness has been 

endcred suspect by commercial enterprise, -which is ready to falsify the purest 

motives of humanity at sixpence a time, and which fouls everything it touche s 

indriT , glJtS ft r f '”" S iS imp055ibh ' ™ who accepts from 

individuals must expect to lose the respect of the giver as he deserves to do 
Jo) te has in like degree lost his own self-respect - # 

There arc Practising architects who arc 'contemptuous of those who 
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refuse gifts, and laugh scornfully at the idea of 'a couple of boxes of cigars, 
or a case of champagne weighing with them when, as arbiters, they have to 
determine the measure due from and to the giver, and to interpret the contract 
against his interests. The scornful tone of that laugh is the reaction from 
the laugher's contempt for himself in accepting ; and if his impartiality in 
meting out justice is not, in fact, swayed, it is because his nature is insensitive 
to obligations that do not involve self-interest. The gifts are offered as an in- 
vestment by those whose business it is to get full return for their investments, 
and they are accepted by those who desire possession and whose greed out- 
weighs their self-respect. 


HOOCHKOFT TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Sir, 31.12.24. 

We thank you for your kind appreciation and trust that you will 
not put yourself to the inconvenience of returning the small customary 
token we venture to send at this time of the year to our more valued 
customers, with whom we trust we may be permitted to include your 

8 ° With our respectful compliments for your good health and prosperity 
in the coming year. Wc are ' faithfully. 

Hoochkoft sends this greasy letter in view o, the fact that they 
Spinlove and intend to press the Cain, for picked bricks 
will resist. The reference to the architect as a customer s 

spinlove is the agent of Brash who ,s the c " s <°’" c ' he doc s so on 

though Spinlove’ s habit of ordering goods w l ion t stall g 

behalf of his client would lead as to bC.eve that I* « £ ^ 

IX f il ler kerne a chance of ^ It is never 

Z •XXXXtX Of candied fmits. but her coo, 

SPINLOVE TO HOOCHKOFT 


Box of cigars posted to-day under separat^eover^^^^ 

R. S. PINTLE. 

„ distinguished architect tells me that when anygift issent to him ^ 

cccpts it with a grateful letter of a p pie cm 10 impossible for him to 

I his very deep regret that his doing so wi m ^ ^ m ddy copied 

lace any orders with the giver in future, f 
'ie practice would soon end. 
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SPINLOVE TO GRIGBLAY 

Dear Sir, 1. 1.25. 37 

In reply to your letter asking for certificate, will you let me know 

how you arrive at your estimate of /2,ooo ? Yours faithfully, 

GRIGBLAY TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Sir - 5.1.25. 

Wc enclose estimate for certificate, as requested. If not convenient 
please draw certificate for such less amount as you may think proper. 

Yours faithfully, 

SPINLOVE TO TINGE, QUANTITY SURVEYOR 

Dear Mr. Tinge. 7.1.25. 

The builder has applied for certificate for £ 2,000 . I enclose his 
estimate. The walls are up an average of two courses above ground floor 
all round— there arc about 10,000 common and 3,000 facing bricks on site 
and ground-floor window frames are practically made. His claim for 
materials prepared and on site seems excessive, and the inclusion of /400 
out of preliminary and general provisions does not appear justified. Will 
you please examine the figures ? Yours truly. 

TINGE TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Sir, 

per ma ‘ eria ' S PrCParCd “ ° n ^ 

fetimate returned herewith. Yours faithfully, 

SPINLOVE TO GRIGBLAY 

Dear Sir, 

PntitlliT e ™ d your cstiniatc - but am unable to agree thatVou are 

certificates sh-Tblf^' 0 !- \ 2 ’°°V a ” d aS the contract Stipulates that 
certificated IeSS than ^°°°' >* 0U entitled to any 

c . . . , Yours faithfully, 
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discount usually allowed for settlement wi/Jiin three months, and if he is to 
make full use of his capital, as most of them do, he must get his money in 
promptly or borrow at interest, in which case his profits will vanish. 

Spinlove ought to identify himself with the builder’s interests as well as 
u i/h hts client s, and the sort of letter he ought to have written is somewhat as 
follows : As I was not able to follow the details of your estimate I referred 
it to Mr. Tinge, who arrives at a figure, less retention, of /r,8oo. I shall be 
glad to certify for this amount, but you will sec that the contract stipulates a 
minimum of f 2,000 . I am afraid therefore, that the matter must stand over 
(or a few weeks.” 

A 0 builder could object to such a letter as this. The quantity surveyor 
is an impartial authority ; the terms of the contract are inviolable. Spinlove 
is right in keeping to the letter of the contract, however, and Grigblay will not 
be likely again to lay himself open to a similar repulse. 


LADY BRASH TO SPINLOVE 


Dear Mr. Spinlove, 15. 1.25. 

I am writing as Sir Leslie is shooting with a friend at Westerham, 
I went down to-day and was horrified to find them soaking it with water ! ! 
1 spoke to one of them, but I am afraid he did not pay much attention, 
so will you please be so good as to have it stopped as I particularly want 
it dry ? All my family are subject to rheumatism, so you may imagine 
my feeling to-day when I saw -water being poured over them ! ! ! 

How very cold the wind has been lately ! ! Yours sincerely, 

It is a pity Lady Brash's regard for her family does not extend to another 
kind of relative — grammatical ! 

SPINLOVE TO LADY BRASH 


Dear Lady Brash, 17. 1.25. 

Your housp will, I can promise, be a thoroughly warm and a perfectly 
dry one. Bricks are always wetted so that the mortar will set hard. The 

walls will become quite dry in due time. . 

Yes as you say. the wind has been very chilly. I hope Sir Leslie 

has had good sport. Yours sincerely. 

In point of fact it is difficult to get bricklayers to use enough water with 
absorbent bricks which, if not kept very wet. suck up moisture out of the mortar 
and give it no opportunity of setting property. The bricklayer s hand gc 
softened by being constantly wet, and the sand on the handle of the trod 

cuts his skin. 
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CARRYING ON 

SPIN LOVE TO GR 1 GBL.YY 

Dear Sir, 22.1.25. 

When I was at your yard yesterday I had to condemn five sills, seven 
jambs, and two mullions on account of sap or shakes ; I notice also a cer- 
tain amount of sap in the timber coming from the sawmill. Will you please 
see that none is included in the worked-up stuff ? Yours faithfully. 


‘ GRIGBLAY TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Sir, * 22 1 2 

Our shop foreman tells us that you objected to some of the oak 
prepared for window frames. We may say that this is one of the best 
lots of oak we have seen for a great many years ; it is ten years old, Sussex 
white, grown on the chalk, and not weald oak, and we defy any one to 
show you finer timber as it is not to be had and there is very little as good 
as this anywhere. Ihese slow-growing trees do not come very straight 

and lAve^ t0 f ‘u i** 1 ® !° Und W °° d runnin S in and out in places.’ 

more tLn h r ; < th ? Sh °" cd a tracc we shou,d have to throw out 

more than half. Some of your jambs arc nearly 9 ft. long. We will 

carcfu ly select and keep any sappy angles on the back face ; we will also 
creosote or tar the backs and underside of tills if you wish. 

Yours faithfully, 

fraJ\nrZ Sy ^ Spiul °' Ve 10 5pcci fy " the to be well seasoned free 
t, * P ' g , C °° SC ° r <lead hnots ‘ wa,u y edges "—and all the rest of if ' 

tmmgm 

on the back angle of cilia, 1 T, ' 6 " ** •" “nd out 

characteristic oj English oak as also L "° I acco “ nl - alul la ’S c Hue knots are 
f " they arc ipe^alZ^J^e^ 
stomach for the robust, rusced i ntsrriiv nf r ' r , , , J J S P lulovc has >io 

Austrian or Danci S or J<fp a „cs" ' * ' ** °^ ht t0 «»* 

unc tifsmZz t"et::z s V!:Ti s,uff he is * ** 

established form of specification with its i, Thc f act that the 

hestfor securing first-rate uork , . „ iw 
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u hu h shows that the person specifying knows what he can get and means to 
hare it, is (he right thing , and enables a builder to understand what he is 
actually expected to provide. For instance, what exactly does “ well seasoned " 
mean ? How long seasoned and in what form ? Seven years felled- and three 
rears in plank can be hud. and the builder will provide it, or its equivalent, 
ij he has allowed for it in his tender. 


SPINLOVE TO GRIGBLAY 

Dear Sir, 27.1.25. 

I raise no objection to the general quality of the oak, but the specifica- 
tion is definite in ruling out sap, shakes, etc., and I must require you to 
conform to it. Yours faithfully, 

James is riding for a fall. 

GRIGBLAY TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Sir, 3-2.25. 

Our shop foreman has now selected and got out the whole of the planks 
mc propose to use for window and door frames for your inspection, and we 
shall be glad to have your approval of same before they go to the mill. 

We may say that the planks we are selecting from have been in store 
for more than four years. 

* In the event of your not approving same perhaps you will let us know 
where we arc to get it. lours faithfully. 

This is a distinctly stiff letter for a builder to 1 write to the architect. It 
is clear that Grigblay has no gteat respect for Spinlovc’s practical knowledge 
or experience, and has no great regard for him personally. Spinlove, one 
imagines, is helpless : how is he to tell Grigblay what he wants or where it is 
to be got when he does not know ? He ought, however, since he has approved 
of the general quality of the oak, to refuse to approve it in detail in plank, 
for the suitability of the components of the -window frames to be cut from the 
planks will depend entirely upon the skill and judgment of the joiner is laying 
out the work and scheming to avoid defects. If Spinlove accepts definite 
planks he 'will prejudice his position if, in avoiding waste, defective timber 
is uorked up into jambs and cills. 


GRIGBLAY TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Sir, 12.2.25. 

We shall be obliged if you will now favour us with certificate for 

' 2 ’°Wc are sorry to say the frost has got into the upper course of brickwork 
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and some of the pointing has been caught. We have the green work well 
covered, but the papers say frost is to continue, so we have stopped brick- 
layers. Bloggs has set out the main drain to sewage outfall and we should 
like to get on with this if you will approve same. We notice there is a 
provision of £350 for septic tank and filter beds and shall be glad to have 
your instructions. 

We are awaiting details of brick window-cills ; there is a lot of bed 
and back cutting to these and v.c should like to put bricklayers to work 
on it- Yours faithfully, 

SPIN LOVE TO GRIGBLAY 

Dear Sir, 16.2.25. 

I enclose certificate No. 1 for £2,000. I was on the site yesterday and 
agreed set out of main drain. The branch drains 1 will deal with later on. 
J he exact level of the outfall will be fixed by the anaerobic tank ; I will 
send you particulars of the work covered by the provision for this as soon 
as possible. I enclose detail No. 21 of brick window-cills and weatherings ; 
the length of these cills, you will note, vary, so that in order to keep joint 
w idths constant, i.e., \ in., and the bricks equal in width, it will be necessary 

in some cases to reduce the bricks by cutting or rubbing so that exact 
regularity is maintained. 

You will note that the cills and all weAthcrcd members are to be 
bedded, jointed, and pointed in cement waterproofed with Puddlyt. 
This must be carefully attended to as the bricks arc absorbent and not to 
be relied on to keep out water. Yours faithfully, 


GRIGBLAY TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Sir ' j '*.2.25. 

We are obliged for detail No. 21 showing brick cills, etc., and note your 

other instructions. With regard to gauging the brick cills we shall be 

g ad to have your authority for the extra, as same is not included in the 

“ n , 1 . aCt ;. ^ I'" to J understand that the same rule appli^to brick heads 
and to the brick gable copings, etc. ? Yours faithfully, 

SPINLOVE TO GRIGBLAY 

Dear Sir, ^ ^ 

, You are right in understanding that the whole of the brick cills hrads 

ioints'^IdTn^ arC ‘?t, be CU ‘ l ° ShOW Cqual widths aml “"Horn! ! in! 

s reouirrf Ldr fT T 3rC Cntit ' e<1 ‘° a ” Cxtra for this " ork . " Inch 
quality 8 condition that all work shall be of the best 

_ We Shalt hear more of, his! X Y °«rs faithfully, 
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BRASH TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Mr. Spinlove, 18.2.25. 

At long last, after this interminable period. I have received counsel’s 
opinion on the proposal you suggested for making use of the spring ; I 
append a copy as its perusal may interest you. I have conferred with my 
legal adviser on the appropriate action to be taken, and I desire you will 
be so good as to wait upon Messrs. Russ, when you have made your arrange- 
ments, and inform those gentlemen of the work contemplated, as they 
anticipate they may wish to take counsel's opinion again, for I consider 
it advisable to make things secure and not to incur any liability of a law- 
suit or to be compelled to dismantle the arrangements after they are 
instituted. 

I should mention that it is not desired that attention should be 
attracted to the operations, and f apprehend that when the work is com- 
pleted there will be nothing visible to see. Perhaps it would be desirable 
to direct the work to be performed during the night. 

I am considerably indebted to you for propounding the suggestion 
for utilizing the spring. Will you please arrange for the necessary sample 
of water to be procured for analysis, if this precaution has not yet been 
safeguarded. I am informed that the receptacle should be thoroughly 

cleansed before the water is enclosed, to avoid contamination. 

Yours sincerely. 


(enclosure) opinion 
• Re Rallingbournc v. Sir Leslie Brash 

1. The Defendant is not entitled to use the spring in Honey wood 
Spinncv of which he is the owner for any purpose that will interfere with 
the natural pure flow of the stream on to the Plaintiff’s land injuriously 
to the Plaintiff and in addition is bound to maintain such pure natui.il 


2 Any building or works extending into the stream is pnma Jaar 
a n encroachment upon Plaintiffs rights and is a cause of action 
to the possible consequences to the pure natural flow without the Recess y 
lor Plaintiff proving actual injurious interference or proving the P * “ 
of any particular specified damage by such interference the onus being upon 
the Defendant to show that no act or omission to perform ant act b> 
in his behalf for with or without his knowledge by any person in his cmplot 
o Ithernte does in fact amount to interference with the pure natural 

flow and also that the said acts or omissions have not and cannot m 

nature of things have any perceptible injurious effect upon .the natui 
flow of the stream, cf. Bickett ... Moms L.R. I AP- 47 L. Blackburn. 

Ewing v. Colquhorn L.R. 2 Ap. ca. 853. 
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3 - Having regard to tlie facts in this case I am clearly ol opinion that 
the Defendant will be able to show that his installation of a ram as pro- 
posed can in no perceptible degree obstruct pollute or diminish the pure 
natural flow of the stream on to the Plaintiff's land and that therefore an 
action for breach of covenants cannot be successfully maintained, cf. 
Per Cur Rhodes v. Airedale Commis : L.R. 1 C P.D. 392 .15. L.l.C. P. 3.11. 

(Sg) GEOFFREY CHAWLEGGER, 

2, Midden Court, 

Inner Temple. 

So help you I 

GRIGBLAY TO SPINLOVE 

Dear ?' r ’ 19-2.25. 

\\e regret that we cannot agree to gauge brick cills and weatherings. 
No gauged work is described in the specification or measured in the 
quantities, and our price does not cover for it. 

We may say that in all our experience wc have never been called upon 
to gauge in work of this character. We are accustomed to turn out brick- 
work which will equal the best done anywhere and to the satisfaction ol 
leading architects, and we will pick the bricks and keep the joints as near 
to * in. as no matter, and we believe that this will meet with your safsfac- 
t.on. If anything more is required, payment for extra time and waste 
must be allowed to us. Yours faithfully. 

This is a perfectly right and reasonable view of the matter. 

SPINLOVE TO GRIGBLAY 

Dear Sir, 

2 I 2 2 S 

It is you who have introduced the description " gauged brick Work ” 
“ i t e< ! f “ r 1 “ concerned with wlfat ,s inch, dedt the 

~ S ‘ He b ' S arC not p ‘ lrt of the con tract and any question arising 
out of them must be settled between Mr. Tinge and yoursWb. 

Yours faithfully, 

Spxnlove is right in what he says of the quantities, which have no blact 

IS lamentable ui Us arrogant disregard of (he builder' s point of view and hi* 
requirements are childish. What he asks for ic , J ' ’ d hls 


So 
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JRIGBLAY TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Sir. 23.2.25. • 

W e beg to say that we are perfectly aware the bills are not part of the 
contract, but if your requirements for gauging the cills, etc., were included 
in your specification Mr. Tinge would have measured the item, and the 
fact that he has not done so supports our contention that the work is not 


included in the contract. We have given special instructions to Bloggs re 
this work and have no doubt that it will give you satisfaction, but we 
cannot handle the cills as gauged work without being allowed the extra 
price, which we arc willing to agree with Mr. Tinge. Yours faithfully, 


SPINLOVE TO TINGE 


Dear Mr. Tinge, 24.2.25. 

I enclose copies of correspondence with Grigblay on the subject of 
brick cills and weatherings. Surely the general requirement of “ work 
to be of the best description ” and " to the architect’s satisfaction ” in- 
cludes this necessary cutting and jointing ? Yours faithfully. 


TINGE TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Sir, 26.2.25. 

W e did not measure any gauged work nor describe any special labours 
in cills of the kind you describe, as such work was not asked for in your 
specification nor shown in the drawings. . Yours faithfully. 

II 'c probably admire Tinge's pithy style more than Spinlovr, who wants 
to have his view of Grigblay’ s obligations. That, however, has nothing to do 
xvith Tinge ; it is a point for the decision of that tremendous person widely 
hnou n as " the Ilarshlec.” Spinlove evidently did not know how to reply to 
Grigblay, for there is no letter on the file. He has obviously allowed Ins mind 
to be obscured by his drawing-board, which has presented to him a problem 
that, in practice , docs not exist. Spinlove ( who cannot lay bricks) has been 
trying to show a bricklayer (who can) how to lay them by representing bricks 
and their joints as equal rectangular blocks 'with straight edges ranged out 
-with dividers. 'I ke resources of the craftsman arc out of mind for the draughts- 
man ; the problems presented by set-square and dividers do not exist for the 
craftsman. 

A SANITARY EXPERT APPEARS 

SPINLOVE TO W'REEK & CO., SANITARY SPECIALISTS 


Dear Sirs, . 

I enclose layout of drains for house near Marlford. with contours, and 

shall be giad if you will let me have a scheme for sewage disposal. Before 
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\ou do so, however, I should like vou to see the subsoil and discuss t hinj's 
v.itli you, preferably on the site. Will Tuesday next suit you ? I shall 
he travelling by the 2.5 from Charing Cross on th.it day. 

Yours faithfully, 


WREEIv & CO. TO SP 1 XLOYE 

Dear Sir. 2.3.25. 

We duly received your esteemed communication, with plan, and wc 
will have plea-sure in arranging for our Mr. Peter Schwarb to place himself 
at your entire personal disposal and visit the site in vour good company 
on Tuesday next, as per your letter. 

As one of our fleet of motors is available on that day we shall be 
favoured if we may be allowed to place it at your personal disposal, and 
would arrange for Mr. Schwarb to call for you at one o’clock at your oflice. 
or any other place or hour convenient to your good self for the purpose of 
personally escorting you to and from the site. 

We arc, dear Sir, 

Your obedient servants, 


Wreck C- Co. evidently believe in " personal charm as a commercial 
asset," and by "personal charm," they appear to mulct stand a fawning 
SVC > pliancy directed to establish in the charmed one a sense of obligation winch 
shall make it difficult for him to reject tlicir proposal, c/nestion their price o, 
condemn their performance. To experience three horns boxed up in a motoi 
with Mr. Schwarb' s unflinching personal charm-sublimed, perhaps with a 
I me t of scent-will probably settle Spinlove's hash, or. on the other hand 

P ;: rh T, 11 V 11 UoL lhc uccds °f P crs0)!al have, we may guess, lea 

1 lr. Schwarb to scheme to join Spin love at lunch and pay for both • and at 

a hint, it would probably fmd him ready to carry the architect upstairs on his 
bach and put him to bed. 


SPIN LOVE TO WREEIv & CO. "" 

Pear Sirs, 

. 1 understand you arc motoring down to Marl ford on Tuesday I 

iha, l ** 8latl to acce P t a seat in vour car. I will expect it after lunch at i'. 3 c 

Yours faithfully. 

One cannot here altogether regret the erarrlrcc c/.; > . 

those under his direction, but although the insincerity if H VecA’s eA °^' 
Infer sn.Cs s,ron S ly. , Here is no real,, sjln,Z sfZd rot tZl'T* 

0" "' Cf,a "'' that the uuadion is lo serve their and his. tiZ 
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SPINLOVE TO THUMPER & CO. 

Dear Sirs, 

- , 7.3 

w rite to confirm arrangements made with your manager by telephone 
to-day for your representative to call here at 1.25 on Tuesday to go with 
me by road to site near Marlford lor the purpose of taking particulars for 
rain, f here is a level and staff on the site. Yours faithfully, 

Spinlovt s action in inviting the representative of another firm of kindred 
activities to take a seat in the ear put at his disposal with such unctuous 
blandishments by Wreck <S> Co. is the last thing that Wreck & Co. would expect 
or desire. 1 hamper s man will greatly dilute the personal charm of Wreck's 
hlr. Schwarb, and we have to picture James Spinlove beset as by rival beauties, 
each trying to ingratiate herself and displace the other in his favour. 

SPINLOVE TO THUMPER & CO. 

Dear Sirs, u.3.25. 

I am obliged for your report with specification and tender for water 
supply. You say nothing of the guarantee of rate of discharge from the 
ram, which was promised. 

I will write to you further when I have inquired into the rights of the 
adjoining owner. 

Will you please send down and take sample of water and send it to 
Sir Geoffrey Whittle for analysis. I am writing to him. 

Yours faithfully, 

SPINLOVE TO SIR GEOFFREY WHITTLE, F.R.S., M.I.C.E. 

Dear Sir, 1 1.3.25. 

I have instructed Messrs. Uriah Thumper & Co. to send you sample of 
water from spring rising in Honey wood Spinney on high ground at the 
top of Honeywood Hill, four miles north of Malford, Kent. 1 he water is 
wanted for domestic use and is to be pumped by ram to storage tank under 
roof of house. 

I shall be glad if you will make your report cover the question of ram- 
lining, pipes, and tank. Yours faithfully, 

Spinlove seems to have had experience of water supply, judging from the 
exactness of his arrangements. He directs the sample to be taken by those who 
will take it at the source aiul in a clean flask of ample size, which they will 
seal and mark. A sample taken from a limey bucket thrust into a ditch below 
a dead crow and put into an imperfectly washed embrocation bottle, the cork 
of which has been moistened in the mouth of a labourer who is chewing tobacco, 
often gives unsatisfactory and perplexing analysis. 
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Spinlove is evidently aivare that pure spring writer is not pure, but is a 
highly diluted chemical, and that pure soft -water, i.e., rainwater, will dissolve 
lead by oxidation. Spring i water contains carbonic acid in quant i lies that 
sometimes rusts iron so fiercely that galvanized pipes aie no protection against 
stained, iron-smelling water ; and there are acids dissolved from heather 
roots and peat beds which act disastrously in a similar tear in hot water 
service pipes ; and various other dangers. These awkward conditions can 
be met, but they must be first known. Freedom from organic pollution and 
ft ness for drinking has obviously also to be proved. Mater analysis is a 
special subject and the expedients demanded by the analysis are also a matter 
oj speiial knowledge and practical experience. 

GRIGBLAY TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Sir, 12.3.2s. 

Wc arc sorry to have to mention the matter, but Sir Leslie Brash has 
not yet honoured your certificate of 16.2.25 for /2.000. Wc wrote him on 
March 1 calling his attention to same, but have received no reply. If you 
will mention the matter to him we shall be grateful. 

Yours faithfully. 

When an arch Heel has drawn a certificate the owner is bound to honour 
it within a certain time defined in the contract, and usually thirty days. The 
a, ctnin I has a duty to the builder of drawing certificates when due, and to the 
(hent of seeing that the amounts certified are, in fact, due. Spinlove oimht 
however, to have notified Brash that he had drawn a certificate and in a letter 
somewhat as follows : " The contractor has applied for payment on account 
/ find tout he is entitled to the sum of {2.000. and 1 have to-day sent him a 
ml, urate for that amount ” Such a letter warns the owner and gives him the 
assurance, otherwise only implied, that the certificate duly conforms to the 
lequircmcuts of the contract. 

SPINLOVE TO BRASII 

Dear Sir Leslie Brash, . J 

Mr. Gri"blav happened to mention to me that he thought you'mHit 
not perhaps understand that the payment of instalments ?s due on pro 
sentatum ol each certificate. I think you will like me to let von know this 

I he work, as you will see. is going ahead now. A few days were lost 
hv frost, but progress is good and 1 think Crigblay is well up to time. ' 

ith kind regards, 

. Yours sincerely. 

tins letter of Spmhve's is so extremely circumspect and tnriful „<• / 

‘ """ ks Umsh is ' nin « 10 avoid Poymtnt. 1 1 would have bin, bet!* 
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had he written : “ Grigblay seems to want a cheque rather badly. Perhaps 7 
ought to have explained to you that it is customary to honour certificates on 
presentation.” 

M V may remember that Brash is by profession an expert economist, atul 
he has perhaps calculated that if he holds bach each certificate [and there will 
be ten of them) for three weeks he will gain the interest on f 2,000 for six months. 
Brash, apparently is what is known as a " bad payer.” Spinlove, however, 
is a much younger man than Brash and his sensitiveness is natural. He has 
probably never had to write such a letter before and ivill perhaps never have 
to do so again.” 

BRASH TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Mr. Spinlove, 16.3.25. 

I certainly did not comprehend that the builder was to be paid cash 
immediately. The contract, I may remind you, stipulates that certificates 
are to be honoured within thirty days, of which twenty-eight have only so 
far elapsed. I have not, I may inform you, overlooked the matter, and it 
is unnccssary for Mr. Grigblay to suppose that I shall not complete my 
obligations, but at the time you drew the certificate there was very little 
to be perceived of the building. 

_ I shall be visiting the site again shortly and am gratified to know that 
the progress made meets with your satisfaction. Yours sincerely, 

SPINLOVE TO BRASH 

Dear Sir Leslie Brash, } 7 - 3 - 2 5 - 

The stipulation in the contract for payment within thirty days of 
date fixes the. outside limit. I enclose copy of the clause from the condi- 
tions, from which you will see that the builder is entitled to be paid at once, 

and this is the established custom. 

You will understand, of course, that at the date each certificate is 
drawn you have security in the work clone to the value of 20 per cent more 
than the amount certified. This first certificate included for all the digging 
and foundations. Yours faithfully, 

SPINLOVE TO TINGE. QUANTITY SURVEYOR 

Dear Mr. Tinge, i fi - 3 - 2 5 - 

I enclose letter, plan, specification, and drawing of sewage disposal 
together with Wreek & Co.’s tender. You will see they have connected 
two of the baths and six of the lavatory wastes to a separate tank, as they 
say that the considerable flow from baths, which arc all used at one time 
when the house is fully occupied, will flood out the anaerobic tank and put 
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(he fi Ua r out of operation. Tf they make the anaerobic tank big enough 
to deal with this flow it will not operate satisfactorily with the normal flow. 
This second tank will involve an extra, I am afraid, but their estimate of 
/5J5 greatly exceeds the provison you fixed. Will you please examine 
their estimate and report. Yours faithfully. 


TINGE TO SPIXLOYE 

Dear Sir. 23.3.25. 

Wreck & Co.'s price is at least 30 per cent too high : they could also 
do much less extravagant work. I see no object in bronze bushes to tip, 
or of grid over the filter ; the white glazed outfall channel and fireclay 
detritus chamber could quite well be replaced by concrete and brick : 
stone cover to septic tank is all that is wanted. 

Why not let Grigblay do the building work under their direction at 
scheduled rates ? The cost ought to be about half of that proposed. 

Yours faithfully, 

Personal charm seems to extend to the flattery of suggesting that an 
architect of Spin love's distinction and social eminence will require a kingly 
sewage outfall. 

SPINLOVE TO WRECK & CO. 

Dear Sirs, 24 3 ”>5 

I have carefully considered your estimate, but your proposal is tor. 
extravagant and your prices too high, and I will ask you to send me an 
amended competitive estimate omitting bronze bushes to tipper, and the 
grid over filter and substituting brick and concrete for outfall channel and 
detritus chamber, and excluding building work, which I will arrange for 
the general contractor to carry out under your direction. 

I am not able to invite you to tender for ram and water supply, as 
you ask. J hat matter is already arranged for. Yours faithfully, 

Mr - Schvarh has evidently seized the opportunity suggested by meeting 
thumper's man in the motor, to follow the first precept of commercial enter- 
prise and " do the other fellow in the eve.” 


Dear Sir, 


WREEIv & CO. TO SPINLOVE 


2 ■■ ^ j* 

\\c arc gratified to know that our proposal for sewage disposal' in- 
stallation meets with your esteemed satisfaction and only regret that vou 
arc not in a position to spend the sum necessary to secure that your client's 
diams shall be of the finish now in favour with the leading architec and 
included .11 the modern equipment of the great houses recently built 

W c may mention that refined and dainty sanitary works are becoming 
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the rule rather than the exception among the nobility and gentry, and we 
should like to feci that you and your good client will not in the future have 
to regret that his septic tank and filter will not compare favourably with 
those possessed by his more distinguished friends and neighbours. We 
may say that many gentlemen who are our clients take pride in their 
sewage plant, which they frequently view, as they would their conserv- 
atory, and introduce to the notice of their friends. 

In order to give your client this satisfaction, and out of consideration 
for your good self and with a wish to make our super high grade Antystvnk 
plant better known, we will make you the special offer of 12 J per cent 
reduction on our previous estimate. In case, however, your client cannot 
afford our super high grade Antystynk, we enclose specification and esti- 
mate for our lower grade plant, such as we instal at police stations, factories, 
etc. We regret that we always keep the building work in our own hands. 
We may mention that we absolutely guarantee our effluent, the purity of 
which is well known. Our Mr. Sinclair Vennom, the celebrated septic tank 
expert, who lately retired from our board of directors owing to ill-health, 
frequently demonstrated the fact by drinking a wineglass of it. 

Yours faithfully, 

The flunkeyism displayed in this letter is the same as that with which 
certain shops shame the parvenu into buying the most expensive goods by 
suggesting that if he does not he is ignorant of the correct thing and a stranger 
to the best circles. Their Mr. Sinclair Vennom seems to have, demonstrated 
the purity of the famous effluent once too often ; but as Brash’s enthusiasm 
for his sewage plant is not hhely to lead him to similar exuberances the effluent 
may be considered satisfactory. 


SPIXLOYE TO WREEIv & CO. 

Dear Sirs, M- 2 5- . 

I have to acknowledge your amended tender. Your proposal >s 
satisfactory filtt your price is not, and I shall be glad if you will sec what 

you can do to reduce it before I invite proposals from other firms 
J ' Yours faithfully. 


4 S different firms of specialists use different methods and different 
materials, plant, and workmanship, competitive tenders. «» the strut sense 
arc not possible. All the architect can do is to compare the P r0 &* ls *'* 
prices of reputable firms, and choose what best suits the ease. . ppar y 
Wreck c~ Co. do good work, or Spinlove would no! take so much trouble a 

an acceptable tender from them. 
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BRASH TO SPIN LOVE 

Dear Mr. Spinlove 1.4.25. 

I have to-day transmitted cheque to Mr. Grigblav. I was certainly 
much gratified by the advance progess has made, which l observed when I 
viewed the operations yesterday. Yours sincerely, 

This letter gives the impression that Brash would not have honoured the 
ceilificate had not the appearance of walls above ground satisfied his ideas 0) 
“ progress." To the uninitiated there is always dismay at the early stages, 
delight when the walls rise rapidly, as they do, and final despair at the inter- 
minable operations of interior work and finishings. 


WREEK & CO. TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Sir - 4.4.25. 

In reference to your esteemed request, we have carefully reconsidered 
our proposal and enclosed revised estimate. 

By using less expensive bricks and making other immaterial altera- 
tions we are able to reduce our price to a figure which we trust will be 
acceptable to your good self. The price we are quoting is made specialty 
low in order that we may have the satisfaction of not disappointing you. 

We are, dear Sir, 


The indications are that Wrecks have stood out for a price much higher 

than the value of the work justifies, as specialists of high reputation arc able 

to do.. Their substitution of a " less expensive brick," etc., is to " save the 

face, as the Chinese say ; the real consideration is that if they do not cut 

down (heir figure they will lose the job. Spinlove appears to have understood 
tne game they were playing. 


SPINLOVE TO WREEK 

Bear Sirs, 

"S! C 10 ““'P? y° ur amc,,dcd estimate of 075 ior sewage' dis^sal 
f rant. I he outfall drain is now m hand, and I shall be glad if you will 

niakc arrangements with Mr. Grigblay and get the work started at an early 

Yours faithfully, 

THE THICK OF THE FIGHT 

SPINLOVE TO RUSS & CO. 

Dear Sirs, 

By Sir Leslie Brash's instructions I enclose complete norf.v' 1 ' 25 ' , 

is *> « t 

lours faithfully. 


88 


THE HONEVWOOD FILE 


RUSS & CO. TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Sir, 14.4.25. 

We return particulars for drawing water from spring at Honeywood. 
We see no objection to these proposals so long as the pure natural flow ot 
the spring is not interfered with injuriously to the owner's interest by any 
act or omission in the carrying out of the works or in subsequently with- 
drawing and pumping the water. Yours faithfully, 

The charge for this letter will be, we may suppose, 13s. 4d. 


SPINLOVE TO RUSS & CO. 

Dear.Sirs, 15.4.25. 

I have duly received your letter and enclosures, but you have not 
answered the question I had to refer to you. I am aware of the stipulation 
you describe, and what I want to know is whether my proposals infringe 
those stipulations. Yours faithfully, 

Spinlove’s unappeasable tenacity is here very much to the point. Brash s 
solicitors have burked the question partly because of their habit, as lawyers , 
of using extreme caution, and partly because they cannot say 'whether the 
installation and operation of the ram may, or may not, impress the House oj 
Lords as an infringement of the covenants, the House of Lords being the only 
decisive tribunal for the interpretation of these covenants. 


RUSS & CO. TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Sir, 17 4 - 2 5 - 

In reply to your letter on the subject of Honeywood spring, we see no 
objection to the proposal providing that the restrictions of the covenant of 
conveyance are not infringed. \ours faithfully, 

" Say 6 s. 8 d." 

- SPINLOVE TO BRASH 

Dear Sir Leslie Brash, l 8 'S, in 

In accordance with your instructions I referred proposal for installing 

ram to Messrs. Russ & Co., and enclose copy of correspondence. \\ > you 

please let me know what action I should now take ? Yours faithfully, 

Spinlovc is handling this matter creditably. For this occasion at least 
we may say that no Jlics art settling on him. 


BRASH TO SPINLOVE ^ 

DCHr i "conferred 0 "nth Mr. Russ to-day and he sign,fied to n£tLt\e 
perceives r.o obiection to the contemplated ram proposal .f carefully 
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cuted ; and he advises me that the chance of the probability of 
Mr. Rallingbourne taking action is extremely remote, and that if he were 
so ill-advised as to do so he would certainly not succeed. Will you, 
therefore be so obliging as to ensure that the work shall be carried out at 
night with as little ostentation as possible. Yours faithfully, 

It will be noted that Mr. Iiuss can give an opinion in conversation that 

he will not embody in a letter. This is perfectly understandable : the risk a ) 

being proceeded against is one for Brash's shoulders alone ; Russ can only 

accept official responsibility for advising what those rishs arc. The temper of 

the adjoining owner ; his health and sanity ; his attitude towards his rights 

in general ; whether he is easy-going and generously-minded, or jealous of 

his rights and grasping ; and also the actual nature of his interest in the 

property which may be entailed or held in trust ; all arc vital considerations 

of which Russ knows nothing. His judgment, however, as a man of the world, 

which he puts at the disposal of his client in conversation, is entirely a di fit rent 
matter. 


SPIN LOVE TO GRIGBLAY 

Dear Sir ’ 25.4.25. 

I enclose Thumper's estimate, specification, etc., of work in connection 
with ram and piping to house. The cover of chamber enclosing the spring 
should be kept a few inches below surface of ground and well banked in 
and covered over and turfed so as to be inconspicuous. 

Will you please carry out your work at the spring head at night. To 
he done day-work and set against provision for pump. 

Yours faithfully, 

GRIGBLAY TO SPINLOVE 

• ( Personal ) 

Sir, 

writ Jtn aVC SCCn ICttCr °" the subject of s P rin 8 head and venture to 

nipht r? pnva eIy as 1 gather that y° ur instructions to do the work at 
night is to keep it secret. 

. . Y0U ' v “ l P ardon me Pointing out, with all respect for your superior 
from n U ’a < '° ' aV ° men U P in Honeywood all night with lights visible 

keep r s l a ret , t0 ““ S °“ th a " d the best w" to 

dfd not all w- P° Wn * here ‘ h «y "° aI ‘ln't have any excitements if they 
vltainat ? af * er , 0thcr PtoplC. business, and the whole county 
beer at'iho m- T my mcn are surc to mix it up with a drop of 

Lemdon Water Board and^Tharn 11 r ’ ™ the NeW Riw Co ™*’any andX 

and ■' Mystmdrf H„ Thames Conservancy round to have a look at us, 
TtloPla ‘ Hone y"' ood Spmney '• on the evening papers 
loggs does not allow auv on the site, and there is no one about would 
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be the wiser if you let us do the work all in the ordinary course and get it 
finished out of hand. You will pardon me addressing you, but I thought 
best after 1 got home to-night as it will save a bit of trouble. 

Yours faithfully, 

This friendly letter reveals Grigblay to us as he is under his ski;?. He 
n > ites /» ivately as he could not well question the order to work a! night officially, 
since Tie reason is no business of his. He has already prevented Spinlove 
{nun hanging up the ivholc work while the solicitors negotiated permission for 
the builder to use the spring. a??d he has again come to the rescue. The letter 
</ <plavs the honest good-nature and practical wisdom of the writer ; and we 
ret 'guise in his kindly, dry, ironical humour the salt of sterling British 
national character. Spinlove ought long ago to have established friendly 
personal relations with such a man. 


SPINLOVE TO GRIGBLAY 
( Private ) 

Dear Mr. Grigblay, 28.4.25. 

I am very much obliged for your letter. Of course you are perfectly 

right. Pieasc act as you suggest. > 

I was on the site yesterday and I wish to tell you that I am entirely 
satisfied with the brick window cills that I saw. Please work the flat arch 
heads and weatherings in the same way. I appreciate the attention your 
foreman has given to this matter and also the way he has managed the 
gradation from the first lot of facings to those now being sent. This has 
been done extremely well ; no one would notice the change unless his 
attention was called to it. \ours tru y. 

This is a private unofficial letter, and it would not be amiss if Spinh ve 
used it as a model for his official letters to the builder in place of those he s so 
ill-advised — and ill-mannered-as frequently to unte Ills clear he, , d ■ 
.stands that Grigblay Mrs a pride in his work and w, sites to please the arch, test. 

and he ought always to keep it in mind. 


BRASH TO SPINLOVE 


Roselawn, 

Thaddington, 


DCar Vou wdit^cive from the above address that we have now gone into 
reside, uc here until the autumn. I visited J. cra [ 

matters'.. Idch tX not qu^c^prehend. Could vou meet us on Saturday ? 
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I shall be travelling by the 12.27 from Cannon Street and we might go 
down together in concert and visit the site after luncheon. 

Yours sincere! v, 

P.S . — Lady Brash requests me to say that our daughter is expecting 
some young friends to tennis in the afternoon, and it is desired that you 
will bring your bat, etc., if you like disporting yourself in that pastime. 

We may conclude that llrash has never played lawn tennis. 


SPIN LOVE TO BRASH 

Dear Sir Leslie Brash, , . , _ 

As the builder's people will have left in the afternoon and 1 want to 
see the foreman, I will go down early on Saturday and come to the house 

at 1 °' c,ock - Yours sincerely, 

^ yo« so obliging as to inform Lady Brash that I shall'bc 
charmed to comply with her invitation to tennis. 

I detect a touch of east wind here. Spinlove’s postscript— as rccotded 
an thc carbon file copy oj his letter— is in autograph, as was that to which it 
replies, and as we know Spinlovc well enough to judge that he would not so 
answer an invitation from a lady without being aware of a gauche, ie, we may 
gather that he has deliberately retaliated on Brash by accepting in the same 
Jorm and through the same channel as the invitation. His adoption oj Brash's 
stilted diction and condescending tone cannot possibly be accidental ; in fact 
we appear to have surprised a bit of the Old Adam in our friend lames l't 

bZ S , 7 T L hC haS C ° >ne t0 rC5e " t the co>tdes “"‘l"‘g "If sufficiency of 
Brash ( discernible to us only in his letters) and has reason for bring widi 

ZTshe°notn, $l ! ghtS ‘ Ud h Bra$h W ° ,tld h<lVe lVyitU n hfV mvn 

h Jjycl, e / , ' social eminence to so condescend 

'architect— that, at any rate, is my sense of the matter— and, if I am correct 

Spwlove has shown a ve,y proper spin,, although. without knowing wha, lies 
of shouZ/u " ” W,p0SSiLU cMcr 10 »<■ oondemn his manner 

SPIN LOVE TO GRIGBLAY 


Dear Sir, 


thattwoof w C OI ) Satur<Ia > T and was greatly concerned ^notice 

U > decay The s "t ° ^ ^ brkkS in the facin S s ^ 

the brick t t f f 15 C °r im . g awa - v ,n a Powdery dust near the edges of 

bricks in ter' Pn?SS y proh,b,led the inclusion of these red, under-burnt 
selectc "and handl that "ould throw them out" and I 

to be used yOUr cman Samp ' cs of ,hc bricks " hid. only w 


ere 


I 



T1IF. HON E V WOOD Fill- 


It is really inexcusable that, after mv particular and exact directions 
to the contrary, these soft bricks have been built into faces. Your foreman 
is going over the work and marking the doubtful bricks, and when I have 
checked over I must ask you to cut out and replace them with the bricks 
sent under the new arrangement with Hoochkoft. 

It is a great disappointment to me that the frost spoilt so much of the 
jointing. It is a pity this work was not protected, as the top of the wall 
was, with sacking. It will be impossible to match the cut-off joint by 
pointing, so that the whole of the facings will now have to be raked and 
pointed. I have asked your foreman to have different samples of pointing 
done so that I can decide which to adopt. 

I also had to call your foreman's attention to the clearing of the 
battens in the hollow walls. Yours faithfully. 

The battens referred to are those which arc hung in the 2 in. space of 
hollow walls and carried up with the brickwork to prevent mortar falling 
into the space and collecting at the bottom, where it might conduct damp from 
the outer to the inner wall and block the ventilation inlets i which , by allowing 
air to circulate, keep the space dry. These battens have to be pulled out and 
cleared of accumulations of mortar at frequent intervals if they are to serve 
their purpose thoroughly. 


GRIGBLAY TO SPIN LOVE 

Dear Sir. ’ . 9 '5' 25 ' f 

Referring to your remarks re decay of facing we cannot accept 

responsibility for same. If this matter had been left to us we should 
never have accepted such bricks as Hoochkoft first sent, but it was not 
in our hands as we acted on your orders and were told you had approval 
the bricks. We picked over the bricks to oblige you without charge and 
Blogffs worked to your instructions and you saw what he was doing It 
does not seem likelv ttiere can be many of the defective bricks and we 
will arrange to cut out and replace but shall have to charge men s time 

for same and shall tie glad of order for extra. 

The frost getting at joints is no fault of ours as faces cannot be pro- 
tected. We were obliged to take off top course and rebuild as you know, 
although that work was protected. Vo " rs fa ' lh ‘ u ">’ 

zxrjxs&txii sasxsi'zs- 

liability for the soundness of the whole of the facings. 
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SPINLOVE TO GRIGBLAY 

Dear A Sir ' ‘ w. 5 .,.v 

As you are well aware I have all along objected to the red soft bricks 

and expressly forbidden their use. I actually selected samples of what 

l did approve, and your foreman had these to guide him. I asked you to 

pick over the bricks, but you said the bricklayers would throw out the 

soft bricks as they came to hand. This has not been done and I must 

call upon you to make good. Yours faithfully. 

Spinlove, we know, is responsible for the bricks supplied. But for his 

vigilance 15 per cent or more of the whole of the facings would be defective ; 

he would not be able to avoid direct responsibility to Brash, and it is very 

doubtful if he could by any means fix liability on Hoochhoft . Again we see 

tow a small lapse from formal exactness in organization may lead to disastrous 
consequences. 

Under-burnt facings have been known to decay before the roof of a new 
house was on, so that the whole had to be pulled down and rebuilt with the 

a ” } ' tiect ' l l na * le 10 f' x responsibility on anyone because the samples he had 
approved had not been marked and could not be identified. 

_ GRIGBLAY TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Sir. 

for rll haVCt ° Say ^ at we acce P‘ no responsibility for tlefectivcVrkks 
for reasons glve n We note that the bricks delivered under the new 
arrangement with Hoochkoft meet your approval. 

B1 °Sf tclls , us that bricklayers threw out all bricks that did not 

nf^on t<T m H S ' ( HC a'' " 0t keCP Samples after " ork completed as 
no reason to. He writes that about forty bricks had ought to come out 

Yours faithfully, 

It will be noticed that in his first paragraph Grigblay repeats that he 

ZZz 7/: ,sibU :vr " ,e/aci " s 

Z T' S Hc dMS ' hh •'« «*' *> consolidate his 

nlZlmZy SpCak ~ and PU ‘ mord ,ha ‘ hc 

Dear Sir GRIGBLAY TO SPINLOVE 

We shall be glad if you will pass us a further certificate for^fjoo.’ 

D- Sir Leslie Brash $ ’ ,NL ° VE T ° BRASH Y ° UrS ' aithfl ' liy ' 

to-day'sent him certificate No. a ^.3“ ^ ^ 
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Would it be convenient to you. I wonder, to let me have, say, /400 

on account of my own fees ? Yours faithfully, 

• 10 

It would 'tore been just as well if Spin love hod not ashed for any fees 
at this time. 

In deal'nig with business firms, public companies, corporations, 
Government offices, and so forth, it is well for an-ari hitect to send in claims 
for fees on account according to the letter of the custom (see R.I.B.A. scale 
of charges), for it is no one’s business to ash the architect whether he wants 
anv fees, and later on he wav be called on to explain 'why the claim was not 
made eat Her. The case is different, however, when the architect's employer 
is a pii. ate person. There is an etiquette which directs that, ’when employed 
by th ■ nobihty and gentry, the architect waits until invited to send in an 
account. This etiquette, which is linked with the past, flatters the architect 
by dissociating him front commercial activities, and it is a pity for the 
architect to discourage the sentiment. 

In a certain high social plane it would be a gaucherie for the architect 
to ash for his fees ; it would not so particularly mark a man in sore shafts 
for money, as one who did not know what was what. 

GRIGBLAY TO SPINLOYR 

Dear Sir, 28.5.25. 

Bloggs reports that he finds that the heads of window-frames come 
1 J in. too high to allow top of l>rick-on-edge head to line with horizontal 
joint of facings. The frames arc made as figured on your detail No. 11, 
but we think von overlooked that ground floor is now 1 [ in. below bench 
mark datum from which the height of brick oil's was figured. We might 
have saved it out of the joints, but we are up twenty courses now. Shall 
be glad of your early instructions. ^ ours faithfully, 

SPIN LOYD TO GRIGBLAY 

Heai* Sir, 3 °- 5 * 2 5 - 

1 am annoyed to hear of the mistake with the frames. If the detail 

had been checked with the actual work this would not have happened. 

I shall he going on to the site next Tuesday and will see what can he done. 

0 Yours faithfully, 

// is difficult to see what exactly has happened but the mistake has arisen 
from Spin love having confused the ground-floor line with the bench datum 
with winch it was originally identified. The builder is here M fault. Att 
joiner's details are-or should be-senl on to the stlc so that hey mat be 
checked and figured up to agree with the actual work. U ts l ' M y ,h '' 'J 
loco's blunder trapped Bioggs ; and it is also likely that the detail of 
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btich cills was prepared after the dt tail of the window- frames ivhieh hail to 
be made early for building in. 7 here are plenty of openings for slips and. 
mistakes but the builder who allows any joinery to be prepared which will 
not fit the building is to blame. 


SPIN LOVE TO BRASH 

Dear Sir Leslie Brash, 3C 5 _> 5 

I have received report of the analyst. Sir Geoffrey Whittle, and 
enclose his account. The report is quite satisfactory, but it will he 
necessary to use specially lined pipes and lead tanks ; and a water 
softener, at least for drinking and special purposes, is recommended. I 
should like to discuss this with you at an early opportunity. 1 shall he 
on the site on Tuesday. 

pc _ . , , , , Yours sincerely. 

r.b. bince dictating the above I rang you up and have now received 

your message and will arrange to meet you on site at 5.30 Tuesday and 
stay to dinner. I will bring analyst’s report with me. 

SPINLOVE TO GRIGBLAY 

Dear Sir, ^ 

crrJiTh °L Sit ? ycst f rday and arranged with your foreman to adjust 
Trch i' ‘f t l ' V,n ? 0 ''r meS by bU ‘ ldinR * 6 ! ,n ' '^ck-on-end flat 

come oni r 4 V n 'u bnC ^° n ge ’ “ tl,at thc to ‘’ of l,at arcl ' now 
come one course h.gher than originally intended and shown on J in. 

cut ont^Tr *'7 briCkS in ,aCi " gs marked by y»“r foreman as to be 
cut out I agree to an extra (day-work) for this work. 

a ’ Mr t° a PP roved sample of pointing. A Hat joint makes the joint 

;r; xz? - k “ ^ 

ho'iro "° rk 1 1 ? 0ks Very wcl1 and Sir Leslie Brash, you will be glad to 

the ;rog”in“e aS " ith *" ttat haS bccn do “ c aad "*» 

Yours faithfully, 

Pjjfffe fcZZs 1 « 7 " ‘ hiS J‘"r " T ’ ,e 10,111 h °° «-■“ 
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Grigblay an extra for replacing, and has found a satisfactory way of getting 
o;er the undue height of 'window-frames without the loud lamentations and 
complaints i re have learnt to expect from him. 

SPINLOVE TO THUMPER & CO. 

Dear Sirs, 5.6.25. 

I enclose analyst's report and recommendations, and shall be glad 
to receive an amended specification and estimate for ram installation 
and piping to storage tank, all in accordance with the recommendations of 
the report, f should also be glad to receive proposal from you later on 
for water softener. This is to serve one bath and bib cocks in pantry 

and scullery and H.M. closet. Yours faithfully, 

% 

THE LAST OF THE SPRING 

GRIGBLAY TO SPINLOVE 

(Private) 

Sir, 11.6.25. 

Rather an awkward thing happened to-day, but no harm done, 1 
believe, and lucky for us. Just before I got on to site Mr. Witspanner, 
tenant of Honeywood farm, came on to our ground and wanted to know 
whether he had right to hay in meadow below, and then he noticed our 
water tank. " Hullo, you've a nice lot of water,” he says. “ Yes, and 
we wants a nice lot, too,” Bloggs told him. ” That’s my water,” he says, 

” and you've no right to take it.” \Vcll, I suppose Bloggs gave him a bit 
back, and off he goes saying he’d complain to Mr. Rallingbournc. 

When I drove up he was just getting over the gate at the bottom, 
but Bloggs sent a whistle after, and he saw me and waited while I went 
down. Well, to make a short story, I took him to the hotel, and it's like 
this. He will not interfere with us taking the water, but he wants that 
bit of grass which is not of much account, anyway, after horses have been 
on it, so the business can be put right if Sir Leslie Brash will agree. But 
I was asking him about his landlord, Mr. Rallingbournc, and he says he s 
the sort that has got to be cock of his own dunghill. If you're polite, and 
not unreasonable, and don’t presume, he will agree t« near anything, but 
if he thinks you're trying to better him or steal an advantage he gets all 
hackles up and nothing will move him. He does not- care for money, 
it's bossing up he values. 

Now, Witspanner knows we arc using the water and if the ram is 
put in your client will be at his mercy, and he's a sour-tcnipcrcd fellow 
and no mistake. What I suggest is that Sir Leslie should get Railing- 
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bourne's consent to the ram by offering to pipe the spring on to his land. 
More water is lost travelling the ditch than the ram will pump. 

With apologies for troubling you. Your* faithfully, 

Th? remarkable lucidity and completeness of Grigblay’s presentment o/ 
the position will be noticed. Not only do we get the fads, but Bloggs, Wit- 
spanner, and Rallingbonrne stand before us as actual persons, and we hair 
an intimate and minute understanding of the state of affairs. Brash canid 
not do it ; the -whole forces of Russ & Co. could not attempt it. nor could 
Spin love. Grigblay has no educated knowledge of the use of words ; but he 
has humour, practical insight, and the habit oj single-minded frankness. 




SPIXLOVK TO BRASH 

Dear Sir Leslie Brash, i > G ’<>■ 

I he letter of which the enclosed i> a copy is marked private but I 
have Mr. Grigblay *s permission to show it to you. It seems important 
to °p™ negotiations with Mr. Witspanner at once ami get in touch with 
Mr. Rallingbonrne. I estimate cost of piping ditch, which is tao yds 

'°" B ' at £»■ Yours faithfully. ' 

Oh, do you, Mr. Spinlovc ! 

liohi T,nS CS !’ w ^ e is '"Idly at sea. One can only suppose that Spinlovc has 

dainnTfi' "!! ^ /fCl ^ '" adc "° all ^ce for consoli- 

dating and levelling ditch and filling in with earth, wheeled or carted and 

' " " g S °° d 10 \T W(lSlC and Assuming that a 4 in. p.p'e will 

v * ‘ e * a reasonable estimate is from /Go to Aoo. 

h„ ffjn'Tf" 5 ni ' ily '° SScd “ " i ' ,c /ro '" '" s richly-stored bins ol 

Z J S'I l aS ’ T "‘ r0W " /■'"'•■ >0 a dog ; but 

' ° ! “ a ‘ C "‘ C fiS '" r basls ° ! llis win, n attingbourui 

"i ’thf'sZ ‘ CS °"/n, " 0t lC **'”■ «■»>"» * »// to 

'* Z ’S’^nce of Kloggs, who. in comma,, win, every other tore- 

ne e/ '" S ' iCa ° ! " K °f a " v kiud d work and. when rallied 

Zf'leuZ T,Z , St,i ’ ,lm ’ C ' S ,apse « *"<'e luexeusabte ' he ha's 

Cut he has LIZ T Z' Z ^ aS " rough "I'P™", nation 
his absurd figure W °"‘ im ' 0, " d ° r '» scrutiny 

Dear Mr. Spinlove. BRASH ™ SP1N ’ LOVE 

Girgblay^s ?ettcr° U \y?n y °" r , commul ' ,cati »" transmitting copy* 'rf M r 
of ins actmm"! have Mr' ^ 

entrusted to a gentian who win cai, and^Shi^nd 
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open the subject with Mr. Russ to-morrow on the lines suggested in Mr. 
Grigblay’s proposal. Yours sincerely, 


SPINLOVE TO BRASH 

Dear Sir Leslie Brash, 17,6.25. 

I have received the enclosed from Grigblay. Perhaps you, or your 
solicitors, will write to Grigblay direct, as there appears to be no time 
to lose. Yours sincerely. 


(ENCLOSURE) GRIGBLAY TO SPINLOVE 

(Personal) 

Sir, 16.6.25. 

Bloggs writes that Witspanner was on site to-day and wants 5s. a 
thousand gallons for all water used past and future. We do not hold with 
this, but would rather pay than be stopped, though we are using a 
thousand gallons a day or more while the hot weather lasts. We do not 
want, however, to prejudice your client’s position so write to ask in- 
structions. Bloggs held him off for a day or two, but he means to have 
the money so we shall have to agree to something. Yours faithfully, 

This impudent claim by Witspanner is, frankly, blackmail. It is rather 
a highly-coloured instance of the subtle under-cur rents that constitute business, 
with a big D, in which concessions are made in one matter oil the tacit under- 
standing that mischievous interferences will be withheld in another. Wit- 
spanner has no property in the spring ; and even if Grigblay diverted the 
whole of it. his claim would be against his landlord, Rallingbournc, and not 
against Grigblay or Brash. The price he is asking is such as he might charge 
if he ivere pumping as well as supplying the water. 

Jt is to be noted that if Grigblay had not adopted a false position by' 
draining the water secretly he could not thus be victimized by Witspanner. 


BRASH TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Spinlove [sic], 20.6.25. 

• I am happy to intimate that all future anxiety anent the spring is 

inally eliminated. .. . - 

My secretary interviewed Mr. Witspanner, and offered the hay for 

lothing it he would desist from objecting to our use of spring but he 

aid the crop would not be worth taking and desires me to pay him for 

nowing and carrying. He has also a claim against Grigblay for the 

vater he has used. . , 

This evening I met Mr. Rallingbournc, quite unexpectedly, at the 

louse of friends by whom Lady Brash and myself were being entertained 
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at a dinner-party. I found an opportunity of informing him that the 
builder was using water from the spring. I tound him a most affable 
gentleman. He intimated he had no objection so long as Witspanner 
had sufficient flowing to him. I then a^ked if he would complete an 
arrangement for me to utili/.e the water, and acquainted him what our 
proposal was. He said he anticipated there would be no objection, but 
desired to appoint a surveyor to report, and of course, some agreement 
will have to be executed. He made a memorandum of your address, and 
I w ill request you to represent me and meet this surveyor. 

I desire to record my appreciation of the great assistance you have 
l*ecn in enabling me to secure the spring for my use, and which would 
never have eventuated but for your initiation of the proposal. 

Believe me. 

Yours sincerely. 

This letter is in autograph, written at night and after a very pleasant 
dinner-party. The champagne is not out of Brash's veins and the glow of a 
social triumph newly fills them. These facts account for the unusual warmth 
and intimacy of the letter, and/or the generosity of its concluding achuowledg- 
menl, but Sptnlove is entitled to gratitude. He could not have been more 
< oncerned for Brash to benefit by the spring if the house had been his own. 


GRIGBLAY TO SPIN LOVE 

Hear Sir. - 

2 2 . 6. 2 5 

On receipt of your telephone message yesterday telling us that rights 
of spring were agreed and not to deal with Witspanner. we wired to Bloggs 
to warn him. We enclose his letter received to-day, which you may like 

Yours faithfully, 

(ENCLOSURE) BLOGGS TO GRIGBLAY 

>{V ' f> 

and notcd - Two W Spanner chinnier 

ce so I thought better use a bit of tack. What are you bargin in lor 

tefStS-r ? C "° tiCe b ° ard - "’hat do I care for you ami 

water he says Blfnkin^ Say V; hcn are >' ou 8 oihr to pay me for my 
von Ir > r * k,ng yoursc,f 1 sa > ,s >’<>« can go to blazes out of here 

bit sal icy and T " J huck you out Aftcr tl,at he began to get a 
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SPINLOVFS SPECIAL ROOF 

SPIN LOVE TO GRIGBLAY 


Dear Sir, 7.7. 25. 

I yesterday saw first delivery of roofing tiles, which are quite satis- 
factory, but I noticed no tile-and-half tiles for verges. The tiles are cogged, 
as well as prepared for nailing and, as on further consideration I do not 
think it necessary to nail the whole as specified, will you please nail every 
fourth course on south and west slopes only, and verges and eaves 
throughout. I have noted this as an omission. 

Will you also let me know how you intend to mix the three different 
colours so as to give the “ broken colour ” tiling specified ? Patches of 
uniform colour must not show, nor must there be any appearance of 
arrangement. 

I asked your foreman to build a yard run of eaves and verges with 
one of the kneeler oversails, all as shown on drawing No. 27, for my 
approval. I also directed that rafters should not be lined up on plate and 
at ridge, but allowed to rangt^ a little unequally so that the finished 
surface of tiling will show undulations ; and directed that the 
tiling battens should not run truly parallel, but vary \ in. each way, and 
the battens themselves be bent or " sprung ” as necessary, so that gauge 
of tiles will not show in rigid Darallel courses. Please give these matters 
particular attention. Yours faithfully. 


IV c may sympathize with Spinlove’ s solicitude and applaud his vision 
— although Grigblay is unlikely to do either — without necessarily commend- 
ing the principles of the game he would be at. All architects who have the 
right salt acquire affections — or affectations — 'which they afterwards discard 
in favour of others, and we have no right to decide that Spinlove is either 
precious or silly because the immediate colour of his architectural creed may 
not be also ours. Spinlove has clearly, lifted the idea bodily from a book, for 
it would scarcely have jumped into his head in such complete detail , and 
he has never tried to get the thing done before or he would not suppose car- 
penters and tilers to be ready, at a word, to do haphazard and crookedly the 
particular work -which it is the pride of their skill and experience to perform 
by a rule of perfect exactness. He would also have known, had he before ex- 
perimented in this way, that his demands upon the builder in these matters 


an lntokrMe - grigblay to spinlove 

Dca wTnote your instructions « nailing tiles. The tile-and-half bonnet 
and ridge tiles are on order. With regard to mixing tiles, specification 
calls for “ broken colour tiling,” from which we understood they «oul d 
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U ' supplied ready for hanging as they came to hand. The tilers won Id 
want more money, but we will have the three different kinds sent up in 
etpial quantities and the tilers can be trusted to use them haphazard, as 
you wish, but we must ask you to set off this against omission of nailing. 

' We have directed our foreman to build sample eaves, etc., as voii 
ask. though we were not prepared for this ; and with regard to the other 
matters you mention, will do our best to meet your w ishes, but we must 
pomt out that this is special work not covered' by the contract, and we 
may have to claim an extra for it. Yours faithfully, 

If Spin love had not launched out with his prescription for a show 
medieval roof, Grigblay would not have been likely to comment on his other 
exactions. That comment is made, on principle, to remind his young friend, 
tee architect, that a builder pays for his compliances in hard cash, \ and that 
favours should be sought and not demanded. In the circumstances, Grigblay 
IS ”° l Reasonable, and he evidently foresees that the stolid inertia of the 
ca i pen ter s and tilers mil put the extinguisher on Spinlove’s crotchety roof 
e knows that they will listen respectfully to his directions for battening and 
u ' h%le P' rl ' a Ps sharing a few winks behind his back, and then carry on 
much as usual. On a later day it will appear that the architect has not been 

he cannnf l ' f i ,s .!f t ^ cious Ms P'"t>ose, he will be asked questions 

Z” T er atUl r 11 bC UJl t0 S " ne " der cither before pro - 

' ZZeZl f° iUg ”• A " thh PccMtly understands. 

wi t, P f , 1, SUC t a r ° n/ aS S P h,love ha * srt heart on. but only 

f° res 'S hl a ” d «fier careful preparation and with selected workmen. 

r . c . SPIN LOVE TO GRIGBLAY 

Oeur Sir, 

workZ” v°I l tr«i; 0r | T T ilinR t,lcs l,ci "S •nain.t the 
nuist L . f ° r - but the metll «f of roofing I described 

e^"* v em 'T ag T ‘ hat 11 " " “ The w S 

faction" 5 mind y0U ’ has to be donc '• “> «« architect’s satis- 

r . • . , Yours faithfully, 

l as iJTZ uZtllsJ Z7Z7- r a " n " t “ uW 

archilccl's satisfaction is o/conZ lZ a Z!" '/ S °""1 ’’ "' C fiM ”1 "' e 
contract. ’ * ’ vnurd to the work described in the 


Dear Sir, 


GRIGBLAY TO spixlove 
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respectfully ask you to note that \ve can undertake it only on the clear 
understanding that it is an extra. We will ask you to give directions to 
the- carpenters and tilers on the spot, so that your exact wishes may be 
understood as these arc not clear, and to note that we cannot accept 
responsibility for the soundness of this method of work, which is new to 
us. When we know exactly what is required we will give you estimate of 
the extra value of carpenters’ work, and subsequently of the tiling. 

Yours faithfully, 

This stiff letter is not remarkable if we consider the extremely provocative 
one to which it replies. We notice Grigblay" s assumption of authority. We 
have before observed this, and found the explanation in Grigblay’s sense of 
Spinlove’s practical inefficiency. If Spinlove had the gumption to treat 
(irigb/ay as a colleague, the interchange of such unpleasant letters would be 
avoided. Another builder might ivell have taken Spinlove' s orders; and 
made a dreadful botch of the roof, and brought in a heavy claim for -extra at 
settlement ; and Spinlove ought to be grateful to Grigblay for his plain 
speaking. 

BRASH TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Mr. Spinlove, 7.7.25. 

I enclose specification anent inserting pipes in ditch from Mr. Railing- 
bourne’s surveyor. I understand you have signified your approval of the 
proposition and shall be obliged if you will direct Mr. Grigblay to proceed 
with the operations. 

Lady Brash and myself are much gratified with the advance in 
progress and anticipate eventually moving into the house considerably 
in advance of the expiration of the contract period, as the chimneys are 
now completed and the roof commenced and little remains but the interior 
work. I inquired of Mr. Bloggs as to the signification of the flag 1 ob- 
served to be affixed to a staff on one of the chimneys, and as I ascertained . 
that many of the workmen were addicted to total abstinence from alcoholic 
liquor, we arranged for a picnic tea to be served to them on Friday. Our 
hospitality, I gather, was greatly appreciated, and the event will, I trust, 
serve still further to expedite progress. 

All our friends join with us in admiring the fine appearance the 
edifice is assuming. The effect promises a very pretty and charming 
residence when complete. 

I beg the pleasure to enclose cheque for £z$o on account of your fees. 

Believe me, 

Yours sincerely, 

PS . — I am requested to remind you that your anticipated presence 
for lawn-tennis is expected on next Saturday prox. Jump into eats and 
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toe the line at 2 before the patters scrum starts. Woggles and Biff will 
be here. Snooty tried the tea-tray toboggan stunt backwards and is 
nursing her bumps, poor dear. 

The last lines arc in a hurried, bulgy hand so different from the body 
of the letter, that we may decide Sir Leslie Brash did not write them. 

The pleasure Brash begs will find Spinlove begging. On May 25 
Spinlovc applied for /400 on account of fees, and now, after an interval of 
six weeks , Brash sends his architect (250 as a mark of approval and by way 
of encouragement. It will probably be a very long time, indeed, before 
Spinlove again has such an experience ; but if hr continues long in practice 
he will learn that the reaction of the private client to claims for architect's 
fees— knit up, as it is. with personal relations and respective social standings 
and financial circumstances— is as varied as any other of the characteristics of 
■which every individual is compacted. Broadly speaking, an architect who 
is reasonably competent and conscientious may, saving disasters, expect not 
only to have his bill paid in full, but to be thanked for his services ; yet he 
■may not always be paid as and when he expects. There are also sensitively 
honourable men and women who confuse the architect with the commercial 
agent, and who are taken aback at being charged for services which they have 
met made use of— such as advice, sketch plans, or even contract particulars ■ 
and there are others who feel that they should not be called upon to pay for 
advice winch has misled them. e.g. where contract particulars have been 
authorized under the architect's estimate and no tender near to his figure is 
obtainable. There arc also men and women who are not sensitively honourable 
and who resist on principle all obligations, and will make unjust quibbling 
objections to the amount of both builders' and architects' accounts in confidence 
that the matter will be settled to their own advantage without recourse to 
' r*; 11 tS "*P*sM* in stance all the different hinds of treatment an 

eJvl T '" ay . rec * lve f rom P y ' vate in the article of fees ; they cover 

fari fe .?/ m * annets and of generosity which human nature knows. ' It is a 
Z 0dd m, y <° «'*<»' experience of mc „ and offal,, 

i J t ' f , Pay '"'” 1 0/ fees h ‘" os ‘ be '*1 «•»«« 

T e Z oZ "- °{ r particularly and exactly agreed beforehand. 

tl 0, i thTh ,° S °'" S hiS aniil " 1 °" l/,c poinl “//'« is precisely 

Pay "' S °" y n " d tvh ° •"* '» "<"<pre> I ho 

haded" tifJot f f ga T' °‘ e ThiS “ '** '■ **•»»* I'ard- 

although n ' f , , '? ^ admir “ l al ” disl ‘"<“ '*«« ««r a, hand, 

although most arch, teds obtain a close view of it sooner or later. 
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SPINLOVE TO BRASH 

Dear Sir Leslie Brash, 8.7.25. 

Thank you for cheque, I enclose form of receipt. 

There is a misunderstanding for which I may possibly be responsible. 
T gather from the amount of your cheque (£250) that you suppose I asked 
for payment on account of £400 fees, whereas I asked for £400 on account. 

Please do not trouble to rectify. It will prevent all chance of con- 
fusion in future if I follow the established business custom and invoice 
architect's charges as they fall due for payment. I will take an early 
opportunity to get things straightened out on this footing. 

Yours sincerely, 

Spin love is always at his best when his resentment is awakened and 
he forgets himself. He teas evidently hurt, and composed his letter with the 
care which the task of being decorously venomous deserves. He pays Brash 
the compliment of assuming that the thing Brash has done is so unthinkable 
that a clear impossibility can alone be the explanation. Unless Brash has 
forgotten how to blush — and in view of his self-conscious aspirations to the 
genteel this is not unlikely — we may imagine him as growing pink when he 
reads his architect's letter. He will probably be thankful to avail himself of 
the fantastic excuse offered him, and it is difficult to see how, in the future, he 
is to avoid completing with reluctant cheque book the " formal business 
arrangement ” which the solicitous Spinlove, entirely for his client’s con- 
venience, has promised to adopt. We need not, however, be hard on Brash ; 
he means well. He scut his cheque, in fact, on an impulse of generous 
appreciation ; but his activities have left him aware of little but his own 
importance and his own gain, and he knows no better than to behave in this 
way. Spinlove has taken a strong line, but, from what we know of Brash, 
it is justified and will be unlikely to do any harm. He was not merely entitled 
to make a protest, but it was so necessary for him to do so as to be almost a 
duty. 

SPINLOVE TO BRASH 

Dear Sir Leslie Brash, 9 - 7 - 2 5 - 

It gave me great pleasure to know that you are so well satisfied with 
the work that has been done, but I think I ought to tell you that you must 
not expect to get into the house before the contract date. There has been 
delay from frost and bad weather and also that arising from alterations 
in the plans, and this lost time will unavoidably delay completion. Ihe 
interior represents the greater part of the work, but I am satisfied with 

the progress Grigblay is making. 

I enclose list of grates and sanitary fittings. Will you let me know, 
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when I see you, whether you would like to choose any of these ? The 
prices are those included for in the contract. Yours sincerely, 

BRASH TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Mr. Spinlove, 1 3 7 - 2 5 - 

I was extremely disappointed to conclude from your last communi- 
cation that our residence will not be completed till subsequently to the 
expiration of the contract date. I clearly comprehend that the contractor 
was under penalty to complete the house previously to the day designated. 
Surely the vagaries of our climate are an eventuality which the contractor 
must risk, and an alteration does not necessarily involve elaboration I 
I desire to be informed when the house will be completed for occupation 
so that we may make necessary arrangements. 

I am obliged for the list of grates and conveniences. I will purchase 
them myself through the intermediary of an acquaintance who is in a 
position to secure them at wholesale trade discount prices. 

Yours sincerely, 

SPINLOVE TO BRASH 

Dear Sir Leslie Brash, 15.7.25. 

The whole question of delay in building contracts is intricate and 
not readily to be explained in a letter, I fear, but the root of the whole 
matter is that, as the contract allows consideration for bad weather, extra 
work, strikes, etc., the time is not of the essence of the contract. As a 
practical fact, the only security for prompt completion you have is the 
builder’s care for his reputation, and you could not be in safer bands 
than Grigblay's. 

Please do not buy grates or sanitary goods. The former have to 
suit the fireplaces which I am designing ; and the latter have each to fit 
special conditions, so that it is absolutely necessary that all should be 
ordered by the builder after you have settled the pattern and price. 

It will be of no advantage to you to buy at trade prices. The builder 
can buy at least as cheaply as you can, and he has already credited trade 
discounts in making up his tender. It you buy, the builder will be entitled 
to add a fair trade discount to his contract price and you will certainly 
pay more in the end. This matter of trade discounts is carefully safe- 
guarded in the contract. The suras set aside for the various goods are 
the actual sums paid to the merchant and not, as I think you suppose, 
the catalogue retail price. The builder has already included in his contract 
for packing, carriage, etc., and it will be impossible for me to prevent 
extras creeping in if those arrangements are upset. I hope I have 
succeeded in making the matter clear. Yours sincerely, K 


I 
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//<’ has, at any rate, had a good try ! It would have been better if Spinlove 
had' kept his explanations Jor Brash's car, for his letter is likely to raise more 
questions than it answers. Spinlove, however, appears to enjoy writing 
letters, although he cannot always enjoy reading those he receives : the next 
on the file, for instance ! 

MR. POTCH AGAIN OBJECTS 

GRIGBLAY TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Sir, 18.7.25. 

We are sorry to have to report that the District Surveyor refuses 
to pass the main drain to sewage tank on the ground that it leaks. As 
you are aware, there is a very sharp fall on this drain, and we used particu- 
lar care in making the joints with waterproofed cement so that they 
should stand the pressure of water test which, between the second and 
third manholes, has a head of 32 ft. Only four joints showed a drop or 
two of water after standing several hours, and these have been remade 
to the inspector's satisfaction ; but water sweats out through the pipes 
themselves. It only shows in beads after standing for hours, and does 
not run, but Mr. Potch, the Surveyor, came down yesterday, and has 
condemned the whole drain. We shall be glad of your instructions. 

The pipes are " tested " as specified and there is no flaw in one ot 
them. Bloggs would have put on labourer to keep the pipes wiped dry 
against the Inspector's visit, he says, but he never thought objection 
would be made. Yours -faithfully, 

We have already seen that, at a pinch, Bloggs can be depended on for 
“ a bit of tack." 

SPINLOVE TO GRIGBLAY 

Dear Sir, 20.7.25. 

I have written to the District Surveyor on the subject of the drain. 
Please take no further action of any kind, but keep the drain charged, 
and ask your foreman to mark standing level of water in manholes and 
keep the covers on. I will visit the site on Tuesday next. 

I note the contents of your letter on subject of roofing. If Mr. 

Grieblav can meet me on Tuesday on this matter I shall be glad. 

Yours faithfully, 

Spinlove has come quietly to heel in this matter of the roof. It will be 
noted that the head of water gives a pressure, in the lower pipes, of some 
I5 lb. a square inch. The " tested " pipes arc subjected by the makers to a 
hydraulic pressure of about 20 lb. a square inch, but this test is applied for 
a few seconds only, to detect flaws. 
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SPINLOVE TO POTCH. SURVEYOR, MART. FORD 

DISTRICT COUNCIL 

S' r > 20.7.25. 

It is reported to me that you have refused to pass the main soil drain 
at Honey wood. I shall be obliged if you will tell me (a) the grounds for 
your objection ; (b) the by-law infringed ; and (c) the work you require 
to be done. Yours faithfully, 

Spinlovc has evidently not forgotten previous interchanges with Mr. 
Potch. He does well to remind Patch that his powers are limited by the 
by-laws. Many small builders and others may forget this and Patch, in his 
ambition to flourish as a public terror, may not trouble to remember it. 


POTCH TO SPINLOVE 
Sir, 

it , 24.7.25. 

Honey wood drain loses water and must be re-laid. See By-laws. 

\ ent of settling tank to be replaced with 4 in. heavy cast-iron soil 
vent. Sec By-laws. 

I am surprised to be informed by my assistant that copy of our 
by-laws was sent you last year. As it is unfortunately lost I shall be very 
glad to present you a second copy to go on with for a time, on receipt of 

others toTh!* | ree ’ my <*> uncil disapproves of putting a.r.i.h.a.s and 
others to the trouble to ask unnecessary questions. 

1 am, Sir, 

Yours faithfully, 

undmlld ' 501 ? • intCnti °! 1 ° f thiS h ' tter ‘ oltho "S h vcikd *>y *'* illiteracy, is 
hn f td ' and ls Just uhat Sp'nlovc must expect from Mr. Potch who as 

p T iscs privauiy ° s ** avcuitca *■« ^ 

uh !J , P rl , l>1 llS ° ffiCUl1 cn P aci, y- a » d so finds it to his interest to pile 
‘P dt $ clllt tes "i the way of his private rivals. To irritate them into 

achoH - ,o ** *** “< 
gir SPINLOVE TO POTCH 

— - •»« » css. a vsstJStsiTjt 
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sequence if it did. The pipes are Dallop's deep-socketed “ Tested " laid 
on concrete and are the best procurable. I have to ask you either to pass 
the drain or to say in what way the work can be improved, either as regards 
workmanship or materials. 

There is no “ Settling Tank.” The thing you refer to is an anaerobic 
tank ; its successful action depends upon absence of air, and the ven- 
tilation pipe you call for would tend to spoil its efficiency by admitting air. 
'J he i in. galvanized pipe you object to is to prevent gases accumulating 
at pressure in the tank and breaking the seal of the trap, and was put in 
bv mv orders. Yours faithfully, 

Spinlove docs well to ignore the offensiveness of Patch. 


POTCH TO SPIN LOVE 

Sir. 31.7.25. 

1 note you now admit water leaks through substance of pipes at 
Honey wood and which is the reason 1 stated drain leaks and must be 
relaid. Unfortunately my inspector cannot wait three days at manhole 
to check figure as he has other business as well. I have been told drains 
sometimes gets stopped. The water test is against that happening and 
not against it does not happen. 

Mv Council does not expect of me to tell Institute architects where 
to get drain pipes, but most people know such trouble would be cured 
by treating with one or two coats of pitch, boiling hot. 

1 happen to be aware what a settling tank is and also all soil vents to 
be 4 in. heavy cast iron, see By-laws. If everyone who did not agree with 
by-laws could do what he liked my Council would not have adopted same. 

I am, Sir, 

Yours faithfully, 


Patch scons to know that Spinlove is young and lacking practical 
experience, for his pitch proposal, if not a joke, is a mischievous attempt to 
get Spinlove into worse difficulties or. at least, make a fool of hint. 7 he 
“ boiling hot ” pitch would crack all the pipfs and it could not hold back water 
which is forcing itself, under a pressure of some 15 lb. to the square inch, 
through glazed earthenware. We may judge from the letter which follows 
that Spinlove fortified his opinion by discussing the matter with Bloggs. 



a vo 
you 


SPINLOVE TO POTCH 


4.8.25. 


Your letters on the subject of Honeywood arc clearly intended to 
id the questions I have put to you. In the circumstances I must ask 
to note that the drain you object to demonstrably conforms with your 
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by-laws and is of the best possible workmanship and materials, and that 
I claim on behalf of Sir Leslie Brash a formal certificate of acceptance 
from your Council. 

I also have to ask you to note that your by-laws do not require that 
septic tanks should be ventilated, and that, as it is insanitary and against 
established practice to do so, I have no intention of ventilating the tanks at 
Honeywood. . Yours faithfully 

Spinlove is winning this tussle in fine style. Potch, of course, is only 
bluffing, and prevaricating, and obstructing ; but Spinlove could scarcely 
arrive at the point of confidence in which, alone, he could un ite such a letter, 
without anxiety and stress. As I was led to remark on an earlier occasion, 
Spinlove seems to have “ been there before ,” Jor in nothing does he show such 
firmness as in thwarting the machinations of Potch. 

SPINLOVE TO POTCH 

Sir, 14.8.25. 

It is now ten days since I wrote to you stating the position I take on 
the subject of Honeywood drains and calling upon you for certificate of 
acceptance. As I have received no acknowledgment or reply, I have to 
ask you to note that unless I receive immediately a satisfactory answer, 
I must refer the whole correspondence to the Chairman of your Council, 
in which case I shall protest against the way I have been treated by their 
official and the offensive tone of the letters I have received. 

I am, Sir, 

* Yours faithfully, 

Spinlove seems, in a previous existence, to have been a prizefighter. 

POTCH TO SPINLOVE 

Sir, 16.8.25. 

Re drains at Honeywood. I have been busy and the matter is a 
difficulty, but have now decided to give you the benefit and enclose 
certificate, which no doubt meets with your satisfaction. 

The vent to settling tank must be at your own risk. 

I resent your remarks and regret you should feel cause to make same 

as no intention on my part. I remain, Sir, 

Yours faithfully, 

II hat Potch means by “ vent must be at your own tisk ” he probably 
could not himself exactly say. He no doubt considers his last paragraph to 
be an ample explanation and apology. Much of the offensiveness of hi- tetters 
is, perhaps, due to native ungainliness ofjnind. He is /f'A« 5/0* which cannot 
hclt> smelling and is unaware that he smells. 
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THE STAIRS GO WRONG 

GRIGBLAY TO- SPINLOYE 


Dear Sir, 5.8.25. 

As you know, we are at work on the staircases, and we venture to 
call your attention to the headroom at No. 3 step of back stairs. We 
think you overlooked that the binder carrying partitions runs across door- 
opening to bathroom, so that unless the bathroom floor is raised one step 
the binder must be dropped 5 in., and owing to the revised arrangement of 
the stairs shown in detail 27, we do not think headroom will be satisfactory. 

Awaiting your immediate instruction. Yours faithfully, 

P.S.—W'c shall be glad of a further certificate for £5,000. 

Apparently Sp inlove has done what it is perilously easy to do : he has 
improved on the contract in his detail draw ings without investigating fully all 
the consequences of the change. 


SPINLOYE TO GRIGBLAY 


Dear Sir, G.8.25. 

I confirm telephone message directing all work on back stairs to be 
stopped. I note that the strings have already been got out and sunk, and 
treads of winders, etc., prepared, so that it is too late to go back to the 
arrangement shown in the contract drawings. I do not understand why 
my attention was not called to this matter when the work was set out. 

I widened the landing at top to give more room for the swing of the 
door ; this pushed the bottom step out and brought No. 3 step into the 
position of No. 2. so that it was obvious I had mistaken the position of the 
binder. If you had called n*' attention to this at the time, the difficulty 
would not have arisen, as I might have managed with one step less. 

I do not like the idea of raising the bathroom floor one step. W ill 
nou please return drawing No. 27. I do not at present see what can be 
done. A 9-in. steel joist in place of binder w ill not settle the trouble. 
You will notice that I splayed off the angle of the binder to ease the head- 
room, which I knew was tight. A ours faithful y, 


A ridiculous letter ! It is clear Spinlove does not know what the devil 
to do and wants the builder to tell him. He allows us to suppose that m the 
contract drawings there 'was an 11 -in. binder which earned floor joists. 

This binder came below the ceiling and was probably cradled and finished as 
a beam. In making his detail he pushed the binder up flush with ceiling to 
give to the starved headroom the extra height required by the alteration in the 
steps ; and overlooked the opening to the bathroom door across which the 

binder runs. 
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GRIGBLAY TO SPINLOYE 

Dear Sir, H.S.25. 

We regret to say that we have to-day learnt that the binder, floor and 
partition, are now all in place as shown on the contract drawings. Your 
drawing No. 27 gives exact particulars of the stairs, but the position of the 
binder is only slightly indicated. The section of it is not coloured on our 
drawing, and we had no means of knowing what your intentions as regards 
other parts of the work were. The binder had been prepared and sent on 
to the work, and probably fixed, before we received your detail. 

It will be necessary either to scrap the strings and winders or take 
down the binder, etc., which will be the simplest way. We suggest that 
the difficulty could be got over by putting in a 5 1-in. sill in place of binder 
and trussing the partition, which might also be hung up by tic strapped to 
purlin. The easiest thing, however, would be to raise the binder and 
floor. If you do not care to go up one step to bathroom floor, the bath- 
room might be entered from the corridor instead of the landing of back 
stairs, in which case the floor need not be raised with the binder. Drawing 
No. 27 herewith. Wc shall be glad of immediate instructions. 

Yours faithfully, 

Spinlove is a conscientious fellow and we may sympathize with his 
predicament. It is more than humiliating for him to scrap the strings, etc., 
for to do so will probably cost about £40. We know, too, that he was not 
satisfied with the contract arrangement. On the other hand, Gngblay’s other 
proposals are all hand-to-mouth expedients or botches. 


SPINLOYE TO GRIGBLAY 

Dear Sir, 9.8,25. 

I return drawing No. 27 amended. You will see the binder and bath- 
room floor are to be raised. It is a particular point of the plan that the 
servants bathroom should open off their own landing and not off the main 

corridor, and, as it is only for the servants the step will not matter so 
much. [Ahem!] • *J 3 J 


I consider that the discrepancy should have been pointed out to me, 
as this is a duty specially placed upon you by the contract and it must be 
clearly understood that no extra is involved by the making good which l 
consider to have become necessary owing to your oversight. 

Yours faithfully, 

Spinlove is pushing things too far. The mistake seems to be entirely on 
nts shoulders . 



SPINLOVE APPLIES FOR FEES 

SPIN LOVE TO BRASH 

Dear Sir Leslie Brash, 9.8.25. 

Grigblay has applied for a further certificate for ,£3,000 which I have 
sent him. 

I take this opportunity of enclosing particulars of my own fees, as 
arranged. The first item — 4 per cent on £13,440 — became due on the 
signing of the contract. The second item, 2 per cent on £7,000, is the 
residue of the 6 per cent on value of work done. 

I hope you like the dining-room fireplace which the bricklayers are 
finishing. The bricks are specially made for this purpose, and Grigblay has 
imported a particular bricklayer to carry it out. Yours sincerely, 

Two or three mouths ago Spinlove ashed for a modest £400 on account of 
lees, and after waiting six weeks was fobbed oft 'with £250. As we remember 
/\ then promised to put the matter " on a formal business footing so as to 
prevent further misunderstandings." He now sends in an account for the 
fees which, by custom and undo the Institute Scale, he is entitled to. 7 he 
amount indicated is £87 6 less £250 already paid, or £626. 


BRASH TO SPIXLOYE 


Dear Mr. Spinlove, 10.8.25. 

You must permit me to convey to you that I did not at all anticipate 
that at this early period I should be requested to disburse so preponderant 
a proportion of your fees. I conceive 1 am correct in asseverating that 
professional gentlemen arc, by habitual custom, paid their fees after the 
services they refer to have been performed and not previously thereto. 
The mansion is a considerable distance— a very considerable distance I 
am led to apprehend — from being completed, and yet I am now requested 
to disburse a sum approximating to 80 per cent of the whole remuneration 
eventually accruing to you when the works have been satisfactorily com- 
pleted and your engagement with myself terminated. I confess that I am 
amazed at a claim which is — if you will allow me permission to so express 


myself— most extravagantly preposterous. 

Although it is not a matter to which I should, under happier eircum- 
:u instances, desire to make deviation. I. nevertheless, consider that you 
ire under serious responsibilities, and obligations towards myself winch, 
1 3 in all such monetary matters, have a financial significance. I observe 
hat the contract document protects me w ith a not unsubstantial guarantee; 
:!*it is to say, the sums I periodically disburse arc amply secured to me 
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l>v the value of the operations performed. It is on the face of it — if you 
" ill permit me to say so — an utterly anomalous conjunction of eventualities 
which gives me no such security against my architect, to whom I am 
requested to disburse— by clear demonstration— not Ho per cent ol. but 
ui'trc than double, the proportion of fees represented by the work accom- 
plished. 

I observe that the certificate, which von inform me has been trans- 
mitted to Mr. Grigblay, is for the augmented amount of £3,000. May I 
be permitted to remind you that £2,000 is the payment 1 am accustomed 
to anticipate disbursing on these occasions. Yours sincerely, 

litash s protest is not unnatural, and his reasoning would be sound if 
his premises were true. This is a very different letter from those he wroh to 
his young friend in the early days ; in fact, it is sueli a letter as he might write 
t> one of Ins own years and standing. Spin loves firm resistance to bcin» 
bilked seems to have jolted Brash into higher esteem of him. His wordl 
expostulation is a little pathetic. 

GRIGBLAY TO SPIN LOVE 

Dear Sir, 1282 

We arc unable to agree that the error in the back staircase is “mailer 
or winch we are m any way accountable, a, we I, ad no means of know ing 
hat jour intentions tc bathroom door were. We must ask you to note 
us. as we cannot accept responsibilities for oversights in joinery details 
although we do our best to detect then. As the alteration now required 
is a smalt matter we will, however, in this instance make no charge 
although we are cut, tied to do so. Yours faithfully 

judge ,i lls f cltcr , 0 havc bccn dic(a , cd hy Gtigbhy //{ , ; 

doubt had a sharp word to say to his shop foreman and to B/oggs . but as a 

na of principle he finds it necessary to remind Spinlove that ' his bland 

,hal ! he responsible for LdincBonsl^t 

*tnpanctcs w his own thoughts, will not do at all. * 

t)ear Sir Leslie Brash. T ° BRAS ” 

Of arcltitectsw™ TU'ldd co,lccrnin S I f«ynK'nt 

tlic amount of the accented i« n ,i rt r C 1 at ,s * 4 per cent of 

contract is signed. The remaining - ircTecnt'is Z lTZ bet ° r ° "' e 
uttd direction o, the work, and is payable in 
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proceed, so th.it the architect is in the same position as the builder in giving 
what you term “ financial security.” At no time is the architect paid 
for what he has not done. 

I shall be glad if you can make it convenient to send me a cheque. 
One has, of course, to get in one’s money. 

Grigblay is entitled to /3,ooo. He would have been entitled to 
l2,ooo several weeks ago had he applied for it. The contract states that 
certificates shall be for not less than £2,000. With kind regards. 

Yours sincerely, 

Spinlove seems now to have got Brash's measure in this matter of fees. 
He has knowledge, of course ; but letters also show him to be the stronger man. 
By comparison Brash appears to be — if I may be given permission to be 
allowed to so express myself— a flabby old jelly. 


THE WATER COMES IN 


SPINLOVE TO GRIGBLAY 

Dear Sir, J 5.8.25. 

I was on the site yesterday and was disturbed to see water standing 
15 in. deep in cellar. Some months ago I noticed water, but supposed it 
was due to rain, only. There is no sign of its coming in through the walls 
above the standing level of the water, so that there must be a defect in 
the vertical damp course below that line. Your foreman says he pumped 
the cellar dry a fortnight ago, when there was nearly 2 ft. of water. I 
directed him to dig down outside and open up vertical damp course for 
mv inspection. Please let me know directly the work is ready for me to see. 

3 Yours faithfully, 


GRIGBLAY TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Sir 16.8.2,5. 

ea Our foreman has reported to us your instructions to open up vertical 
damp course ; but this is a big undertaking and, as we are certain there 
is no defect in the damp course, we do not think any P^P^ 'v-n be served 
bv opening up. We have directed our foreman to pump the cellar >, 
iTe win keep it under observation. In our opinion 
up through the floor. 

SPINLOVE TO WILLIAM WYCHETE, P.P.R.I.B.A. 

Dear i t lm'm C difficult,c S with a cellar which lets in water ; but where it 
comes Iron, or how it Rets in 1 cannot understand. The ground is perfectly 
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dry ; there was not a sign of water when the excavation was made, and. 
the lower 7 ft. of excavation is in impervious clay. J he vertical damp 
course 1 -in. thick waterproofed cement is continuous with the horizontal 
■ damp course which is below the level of the cellar floor. This is 4 -in. 
concrete with ii ins. of 3 and 1 cement rendering trowelling to a polish, 
" lth skirting carried up 6 ins. and turned into joint of brickwork. 

I went on site yesterday after the cellar had been pumped out and 
wiped dry. We could find no flaw anywhere, but after a time the whole 
surface of the floor became wet. and after a couple of hours water had 
collected in one part. The foreman says the floor is ” sweating,” but does 
not explain what he means, and I don’t think he knows. Can you give 
me any idea what is wrong, and how 1 can make the place tight ? 

Yours sincerely, 

Xf WYCHETE TO SPINLOYE 

My dear Spinlovc, -»o 8 ^ 

1 t |“ nk the explanation of your escape is that the impervious excavn- 

•c a h„V U T a h Ce "'T' ", hiCh C ° lleC,S agail,st thc <‘ f ‘he "alls. 

, « a S getS under the ‘een^etions and through the footings 

0 SpaC , C i mlCr tl>C ®°° r — which, I assume, has ,,-in. or Wn’ 
f loose hi hng-and thc water is forced up bv its standing head throu-h 

lurl e P robabili ‘y is thi >‘ ‘his process began while tl.e concrete 

, . !c errng were green, so that minute channels were then formed in 
t ; but under the conditions stated the cellar could scarcely be a dr one 
as tile floor was not damp-proofed } ’ 

done this originally. P • 1 he l>uilr|Pr should have 

W ith best wishes to you i- 

J * • J-ver yours sincerely, 

r, xr ' SPINLOVE TO WYCHETE 

Dear Mr. Wychcte. 

Many thanks for your letter I muinreto a *.i 21.8.25. 

1 here is a sharp fall in the ground so tlnttlV ^ pcrfcctl - v now - 

draining. Can I make thc builder pav for th "I ^ n ° (liftkult y »<» 
District Surveyor be likely to object^ th* V ? A,so ' would the 

U * Per " aps ' it "™ ld b ° b -‘ *» put an iroXe g «;rrie th ,Xr 
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under the house, but the rest of the drain, I imagine, could be earthenware ? 
Or could the whole be earthenware if care were taken to carry walls, etc., 
clear of it ? Yours very sincerely, 

Spinlove is here so elated to find himself master of the awkward situation 
that he loses his head and acknowledges Wychetes careful reply to his question 
by asking him a hatful of entirely idiotic and unanswerable ones. Needless 
to say, there is no reply from the great man. 

LADY BRASH TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Mr. Spinlove, 21.8.25. 

Sir Leslie is so dreadfully sorry not to be able to have answered your 
last letter, but he has gone to The Moor quite suddenly ! He did not in 
the least expect it, and asked me to write and tell you. 

My daughter is expecting some young friends on Saturday, and we 

shall hope to see you in the afternoon. 

How very close it has been to-day ! Yours sincerely, 

MAUDE BRASH. 

Will you be my D.P. to Bingham’s and stay night ? Biff has let me 
down. Split-tail behaviours. Phone early. P. 

For " The Moor,” I read the moors ; Brash has been invited north to 
shoot grouse. 1 do not know how Lady Brash manages to convey that her 
husband is a most unsafe gun, but she certainly does so. 

As it is eight days since Spinlove wrote, this stampede to " The Moor 
is an imperfect explanation of his getting no answer. The intimation that 
he lies heavy on his client's conscience will, no doubt, hearten hun. m 

It was " P,” by evidence of the handwriting, who wrote a footnote to an 

earlier letter / " P " must be the daughter. 


LADY BRASH TAKES CHARGE 

GRIGBLAY TO SPINLOVE 

’ 27.8.25. 

We enclose copv of letter from her Ladyship and await your instruc- 
ts re same Wc understand that the partition referred to is that between 
10ns re same moV ed tQ incrcase slze of dressing- 

bedrooms Nos. 5 and 6 , ana is xo Y ours faithfully, 

room. 

(ENCLOSURE) LADY BRASH TO GRIGBLAY 
Mr ' LadyBrth want, the nil in the other bi R room-not our room- 
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moved nearer from the end as the big wardrobe must go into the dressing- 
room. 

Sunday. 

Grigblay knows bdlcr than to take instructions except through the architect, 
although in ferior kinds of builders wight not be so circumspect. Some wight 
even welcome this opportunity of waking hay of the contract and establishing 
an uncontrolled account for extras. 

Lady Brash has here adopted the style of the great lady gratuitously, fot 
this sort of thing has been far to seek since the war. One has only to consider 
that the person she addresses is superior to her in heart, in wind, in wisdom, 
in humour, and also — if the word is to have any right meaning — in education, 
to realize the absurdity of her assumption. H V way imagine Grigblay, a 
middle-aged wan, shouldering a pack, in Flanders, while Lady Brash was 
hoarding provisions, decorating her car with flags of the Allies as if for a boat- 
race, and speaking of Grigblay and his kind as “ Tommies.” 


SPINLOVE TO GRIGBLAY 

Dear Sir, . 30.8.25. 

I have written to Lady Brash. Please tell your foreman to get on with 
the work. ' Yours faithfully, 

Decisive but ambiguous ! The wanner of it expresses “ Lady Brash be 
blowed ! " but the sense is " Alter the partition as directed.” 

s 

SPINLOVE TO LADY BRASH 

Dear Lady Brash, , 30.8.25. 

Mr. Grigblay has sent me a copy of your letter of Sunday. I under- 
stand you want the partition moved so as to make the dressing-room wider. 
Arc you really quite sure you would like this ? No. 6 was designed as a 
dressing-room only, though big enough to take a bed on occasion, and there 
is a door from it to the bedroom of No. 5. If you widen the dressing-room 
l»v, say, 3 ft., you will reduce, the bedroom by 3 ft. Have you realized this. 
I wonder? The result will be that you will have a quite small single 
l>edroom with a door opening into a double bedroom also so much on the 
small side that I am afraid you will be disappointed with it. I mention 
this because I have used particular care not to have any mean-looking 
rooms, and because I was originally asked to arrange for a good double 
room with a dressing-room en suite, and the plan provides this. 

If the partition is moved, the windows will be displaced and both 
rooms will look lop-sided and ungainly— in fact, they will be spoilt so far 
as apj>earance goes. Do you not think it would be simpler to put your bit* 
wardrobe. in another room and. generally, fit the furniture to the'rooms ? 
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It is really too late now to attempt to alter rooms to suit furniture. It 
would be a great pity to shift the partition, and I am sure you would be 
sorry if it were done.* 

I hope Sir Leslie is having good sport. Yours sincerely, 


Spinlove’s difficulty is no less because it is a common one. He is under 
obligations to be courteous and patient and amenable to his employer s ambitions 
but he cannot ignore his own reputation nor that of his profession, and with 
this is associated the duty of rendering unfailing services so that his client shall 
be guided to make wise decisions and protected from hasty and foolish ones. 
The indications are that I.adv Brash is so light-witted and so spoilt that 
appeals to her better judgment will impress her merely as opposition. When 
such a woman wants anything she has no attention to give to reasons against 
it ; and in this case the lady's mind is probably incapable of holding two ideas 
at the same time. The best thing for Spinlovc to do would be to make up his 
mind that Lady Brash does not understand what she is asking, and take an 
early opportunity of cajoling and flattering her to a sounder judgment. 

One awkwardness of the position is that even if Spin love found sufficient 
justification to do what the \ wife demands, he could scarcely act without tie 
authority of the husband. If he writes to Brash for that authority and does not 
ret it ■ or if the lady knows he has written ; or tf he acts without writing and ts 
taken’ to task, he is in danger of becoming involved in— well, let us 
intermission of marital bliss, which may thereafter 

di lemmas, make his work a misery instead of a pleasure and his best offices 
u personal failure instead of a success . 

lady brash to spinlove 

" any door and I want it in that room as it is the room 

get on the roof and break chilly the wind lias been ! 

wish Sir Leslie was at home to see about it. 

Yours v. sincerely, 

Friday. 

^ lm ,Un g cki „as appall, Uen MN »,e poor 

that flues are sometimes so built that they canno 
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SPINLOVE TO LADY BRASH 

Dear Lady Brash, 3 0-2*5. 

I will see that the chimneys can be swept without anyone having lo 
t;et on the roof. I will call at eleven on Saturday morning and settle with 
you what is td be done. Yes, the wind has certainly been rather chilly. 

With kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

This looks wore hopeful. 

1 he Idler which follows deals with so many points of detail that I will 
inter pedate my comments. 

CRIGBLAY TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Sir. 4 . 9 . 25 . 

Our foreman took down the partition between rooms Nos. 5 and f». 
but her Ladyship now says that it is the one between Nos. 8 and 9 she 
wanted moved. Her Ladyship seemed verv much upset and directed 
Bloggs to take down the latter partition which he has now about finished. 
Hus, as you know, is a double breeze partition. Her Ladyship said you 
deeded to increase dressing-room 3 ft., but we do not think you can 
m tend that on account of linen cupboard. See plan. 

JSpmlovc mentioned 3 ft-, as an illustration only, and had in mind another 
ptirhlton.) 

l our feet nine seems the least we can manage with, and that will 
bring the wall very close up to window. Von will remember there was a 

P °i ° r " * " S P artlt, °n supporting purlin. Bloggs has got this pinned up 
temporarily, but we shall want a steel joist to take this post, which we 
hmk ,s the best way out of the difficulty. We take it the binder carrying 
this partition which is finished as a plastered beam on ceiling below \vifj 
remain, and the new binder put in above level of ceiling. 

\ l,Catin o cn 6 inecr he does not see how to run his return which 
wX hntTi "l ‘ “ COrn f 0f this P artition - 'Ve told him we would chase 

« ss 

ha™ bad a lot of trouble to get them 8 ° « 
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[Watkins must be sub-contractor for the iron casements, and his fixing 
of leaded glazing is referred to.] 

There is a sweep been hanging about who said he was engaged by her 
Ladyship to sweep the chimneys. Bloggs told him he had no orders for 
him, but lie afterwards found the man at work, and two of the labourers 
had to see him off the premises. We mention the matter as we should 
like her Ladyship to understand that we had no instructions to admit the 
man, and as we are responsible for this work we prefer to entrust it to our 
own workmen. The parging is green as yet. 

[The builder is under contract to sweep flues to prove they are clear and 
have been properly built for sweeping .] 

The alteration of the partition will push the lavatory basin in the 
bedroom so far over that we shall not be able to get the waste into the 
same head taking those of dressing-room and room beyond, and a separate 
head and vertical waste will be necessary, and we do not see how this 
can be made to clear the garden entrance and the window below. 

[The dressing-room is perhaps 7 ft. wide, and Spinlove has been able 
to scheme so that the waste from lavatory-fitting in this room, and those in 
the bedrooms adjoining on each side, shall all discharge into one rain-water 
head and be conducted ig the ground by one inconspicuous vertical pipe.] 


A lead waste carried diagonally over the head of garden entrance 
and across to the gully receiving the vertical waste would, however, 

meet the case. 

We shall be glad of your early instructions. Yours faithfully, 

A lead pipe trailing conspicuously across the wall in close proximity 
to one of Spinlove' s architectural prettinesses, and reaching out frantically 
to the guilv, would be a calamity. Such blotches arc unworthy of a competent 
speculative builder— they disgrace an architect. 


This letter is an example of the disinterested solicitude of Grigblay for 
the success of the work. Few builders would lay the matter out so fully, but 
would either put the work in hand, or say they could not go on and ask for 
instructions. It also displays in a remarkable manner how £ 
contrived economies of means to ends and neat 

may be cast into hopeless confusion by merely one act of capricious 
ference. However, here is some more af U I 
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SPJNLOVE TO GRIGBLAY 

Dear Sir, 5 0 25. 

I was dumbfounded to learn that you have allowed your foreman 
to pull down and alter the work in face of my written instructions to the 
contrary. I tried to get into touch with Mr. Grigblay on telephone to-day. 
WiH he please ring me up without fail to-morrow morning ? 

I confirm my telephone instructions that no further alterations arc 
to be made except by my explicit directions. I am at a complete loss 
to understand why it should be necessary for me to remind you of so 
well-established a rule. It will certainly be necessary to put the work 
back as it was before, and I must look to you to do so, but kindly note that 
nothing is to be done until I am in a position to give complete instructions. 
I shall see Lady Brash on Saturday and will write to you next week. 

Yours faithfully, 


GRIGBLAY TO SPINLOVE 

Dear s Sir ' 5.0.25. 

Since we wrote yesterday we have heard from our foreman that her 
ladyship has referred to hot and cold water to be laid on to the drawing- 
room. We know nothing of this, and ought to have instructions at once 
as the service pipes are being got out and this will mean a change in the 
layout, as it is a long run for the pipes and we do not quite see how we are 
going to get proper circulation. We understand her Ladyship intends an 
aquarium to stand in bay, so there will have to be a gully to take waste 
and as the Surveyor may object to this being treated as rain water [sure 
to do so /], we shall have to lower the -top manhole. [So that the extension 
way draw to 1/.] We were about to build this manhole, but have stopped 
the work and also that on drains beyond, as levels and falls will have to 
be altered, and it is no good doing work twice over. Wc think the Surveyor 
will insist on a vent pipe by gully. [The extension is at the top cud 0/ drain- 

this 'on' th/^r k "• t' p f ,S ,eq,dred in P 0st,,0l ‘l Would you wish 
on the gable beside the bay window, which seems the best position ? 

We shall be obliged by your immediate instructions, 

Yours faithfully, 

ihnt f, P . inI ° Ve : , w f ma y be Sltie > has exercised his best ingenuity to arrance 

f r ^:ZT^l nCh pipe nmni ’ lg " P wa,h and ^ ^ 

L. , ,, be den awa > ■ and thc P'ospect 0/ i/s. becoming the salient 
feature of the most sappy part of a studied elevation will cause him anguish. 


Dear Sir GRIGBLAY TO SPINLOVE 

We* write to confirm and record statement made to you'byllr 
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Grigblay on telephone this morning that he acted in accordance with your 
instructions (see your letter of 30.8.25) to " go on with the work,” which 
we naturally read to mean to do the work ordered by her Ladyship. Our 
understanding that the partition between Nos. 5 and 0 was intended, was, 
we hold, confirmed by your letter. 

W c note that no further work is to be done until we have your explicit 
directions, but must point out we are being stopped and that we shall not 
only have to claim extension of time as well as the extra, but shall have to 
compensate heating and other sub-contractors, and ask you to consider 
our own position, as we have had to pay off labourers and drain-layers, 
and we may have to send away plasterers shortly, and these arc difficult 
to get. We shall be glad of a certificate for ^2,000 further on account. 

Your last certificate, dated 6.8.25, has, so far, not been honoured. 
If you can help us in this matter we shall be obliged. 

Yours faithfully. 

Lady Brash, at a touch, has not only brought confusion to the work, 
l ft has given both the architect and builder sore heads. Grigblay has been 
indefatigable in good offices, but the dislocation of his organization is a 
serious waiter for him and he evidently has no intention of being victimized, 
lie is entitled to look to his architect to protect him. 

LADY BRASH TO SPINLOYE 

Dear Mr. Spinlove, Wednesday. 

The men took away the wrong wall 1 ! ! It really is all most trying 
and difficult and so very vexing when they will not do what they are told 
and putting it in all little squares one cannot see out of and the servants 
cannot clean properly because of the corners and complaining about it. 
The men have made a path through the wood all along where the bluebells 
come for a short cut through the hedge instead of going out at the gate, 
what Sir Leslie will say when he comes back I really do not know and I 
thought I should never get the dust out of my eyes they arc quite sore still. 

J he man who cgme about the chimneys complained that Mr. Bloggs was 
very rude and would not let him because he did not want him to find out 
and he says because the chimneys are made crooked and cannot get a brush 
up to sweep them and perhaps the house will be burnt down. If I had 
any idea what a trouble it was all going to be I would never have consented, 
but Leslie will not listen to a word I say and the factory chimney was 
smoking yesterday and all blowing across and I knew what it would be 
and if they don’t put a proper water-pipe it means the garden hose through 
the window like we had at Pilchins Dale though I am sure I shall never like 
the house as much as Pilchins and the fish dying. Really I feel so worried 
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with it all I scarcely know where I am. Phyllis is still away she is always 
such a comfort. Yours sincerely, 

The poor woman has made herself ill in her anxiety to sec matters light, 
and I feel sorry 1 have said such savage things about her. She opens her 
heart to Spin love in a way that shows she has a friendly liking for him and 
understands he is on her side, although she docs not at all understand that 
the builder is working under his direction. Spinlove ought to have no difficulty 
in establishing her peace of mind and guiding her to a wise decision if he. 
relics upon her confidence in his good offices and her obvious liking for him, 
and avoids any assumption of authority. Apparently, however, the receipt 
of this letter and Grigblay's by the same post have made him again lose his 
head. 


SPINLOVE TO GRIGBLAY 

Dear Sir, 7.9.25. 

I cannot accept the position you take in your letter, but agree you had 
grounds for misunderstanding. Later on I will discuss the question with 
Mr. Grigblay and come to some arrangement ; in the meantime I will do 
my best to get a decision from Lady Brash. 

I have wired to Sir Leslie Brash, which will, I hope, help matters, and 
I am writing to him. He is still in Scotland and will, no doubt, pass you 
a cheque on his return. Your application for certificate has my attention. 

Yours faithfully, 

SPINLOVE TO TINGE, QUANTITY SURVEYOR 
Dear Mr. Tinge. , 7.9.25. 

I enclose particulars of the state of the work and of certificates granted 

Grigblay has asked for a further £ 2,000 . You will see he had A.ooo only 
four weeks ago. y 

Will you let me have an estimate of value of work done. 


(TELEGRAM) SPINLOVE 

Brash, Achoe, Glen Taggie, Inverness. 
Spinlove. 


Yours truly, 

TO BRASH 

Work held up^ urgent writing 


It is difficult to sec what purpose Spinlove had 
except to put Brash off his aim for the day. 


in sending such a telegram 


■p. T ' SPINLOVE TO LADY BRASH 

Dear Lady Brash, 
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I am very sorry to know you arc so worried, hut the alterations 
you want J.ivolve all sorts of difficult questions which cannot be settled 
except at an interview, and your letter makes allusion to matters of which 
l know nothing. If you will make an appointment, I will gladly come 
down and settle things with you. Perhaps you could telephone. I rang 
up and left a message for you this morning, but have heard nothing. 

It will not do to delay, as the builder has already had to send away 
some of the men and the works will be in part stopped if something is not 
decided at once. 

1 have received a rather stiff letter from Mr. Grigblay pointing this 
out and, of course, it all means extra expense. 

I could come down to-morrow afternoon if you will telephone before 

1 1, or early on Thursday. I shall be in town on Wednesday, and have an 

appointment in London on Thursday afternoon. With kind regards, 

1 . Yours sincerely, 

P S. As I have already mentioned, you need have no anxiety about 

the chimney flues. I will see they are all right. 

It is difficult to imagine a much more tactless letter. Spinlove asks the 
poor soul not to worry and then tells her o) various causes for worry of which she 

is happily unaware. 


SPINLOVE TO BRASH (INVERNESS) 

Dear Sir Leslie Brash, 8.9.25. 

I wired to you last night-" Work held up urgent writing as am 
in a quandary, and Grigblay has been obliged to send away some of the 
men and others will follow them unless I can at once give directions. As 
perhaps you know. Lady Brash wishes the partition between bedrooms 
8 and 9 moved so as to make the dressing-room bigger, and : «•* take 
down without my knowledge, as also partition between 5 and 6. b> a 
error There are numerous minor alterations and serious displacements 
involved in the .alterations and I feel sure if these were 
would wish the partition restored. I here is also certain ot : 

Brash wants altered but I have not been told what exactly >s r q h 
I have, however, stopped part of the work including the drams 

mi ^'^ fee^fos difficulOor you to come to any decisioit from such^tbstance 
but think you would wish to know what « ^ * work 

some other work is going on as well as circum stances vv MMn • 
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What sort of answer Spin love can expect to this letter it 'would be difficult 
to imagine. If he could not set out definite points for Brash to decide— and it 
is difficult to see how he could do so— it would have been better for him to confine 
himself to saying that alterations have been ordered which make it important 
for Brash to be on the spot as soon as possible. However, this letter will give 
Brash some idea of what is happening. 

LADY BRASH TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Mr. Spinlove, Sunday. 

I really do not know why all this worry with Mr. Bloggs not doing 
what I said and so many questions going on and on and Phyllis away and 
Leslie and the man about the chimneys again because now is the time and 
not wait till the house is finished and perhaps have to be pulled down 
he says. I want the wall moved but not the 'wrong one they have pulled 
down and the men all smoking and whistling instead of attending and 
the extra expense which I know Leslie will not pay when he always said 
the house was for me in case he died first and not for Mr. Grigby to stop 
the work and do what he likes and made the stairs not wide enough with 
all the trouble we had at Pilchins over again taking the window out to 
get it in [? the wardrobe) and such small ones [? windows) when I wanted 
them b!g and not with little squares all over, but Mrs. Spooner says they 
will do it and you can get in quite easily by cutting the squares with a 
pen-knife and perhaps be murdered so 1 shall never feel safe in the house 

*f? lie 15 a ' va y and > ou can,lot have bars in case of fire she says. 
It I had known that it meant I never never never would have agreed with 
ie papers all saying how ugly factory chimneys are and ought to be 

cSk^nd ^ neW ,T hat * would be and how am 1 to 6^ others now the 
cook and the second housemaid have given notice because a new house is 

thTLibufof tOW LeSHe a11 , aI ° nS 1 COuld not live ina dani P house and 
t e double of moving in and the carpets not fitting and things getting 

" ! ! If « «* here I could get a little Jeep and no® ife wittc 

not know r ° r ° Ulld in " ,y hCad and h °' v * will a11 ">‘1 I really do 

Yofirs sincerelv. 


Dear Jazz, 


MISS PHYLLIS BRASH TO SPINLOVE 
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how, come and be nice to her. It's no earthly writing letters and it is very 
bad for her to be distressed — and what does the darn house matter anyway, 
you fussy old Architectooralooral Jazz ? 

Dad jurrips in on Thursday week — eight days ! Great rejoicings — 
mv sire has slaughtered a nine pointer ! Sot nine pointers, thank goodness. 
Been staving with Snooty and her lot at St. Austell and doing the Daily 
Mail dry bathing girl stunt all day. No great larks, but a lovely time. Pc o. 

P.S . — Be sure and phone train. I will pick you up at station for 
yap before you see M. 

“ Pud ” is clearly the daughter, Phyllis ; not at all the sort of daughter 
one would expect the Brashes to produce. “ Jazz " is perhaps derived from 
Jas., or the initials J . S. 

(TELEGRAM) BRASH TO SPIXLOVE 10.9.25. 

Spinlove, Architect, Ranger House, Mayfair, London, W.i. 
Your telegraphic and written communications received stop desist from all 
alterations stop returning next Sunday prox ends Brash. 

Brush seems to be a good customer of the Post Office. 


BRASH TO SPIN LOVE 

Dear Mr. Spinlove, I 3-9- 2 5- 

I arrived home to-day and am greatly gratified with the considerable 
advance in progress during the interim of my absence. I shall be gratified 
if you will use your best endeavours to come down here as early as possible- 
to-morrow as the requisite haste brooks no delay. Kindly telephone 
approximate hour of your probable arrival. fj 

I was so fortunate as to secure a fine trophy, though not a Royal, 
to mv rifle while in the Northern Highlands of Scotland. 1 his I intern 
shall be affixed over the fireplace in the interior hall and w ill augment t ie 
embellishments of the apartment, which unless my apprehensions mislead 

me 1 anticipate may be a little plain in decorative accessories. 

’ 1 Yours sincerely, 

Nothing much wrong here apparenth-rrot even will, the tautology ! 
MV do not know who! happened at Spinlove 5 interview noth Lady Brash 
w we ,1' guess that the buoyant vitality of " Pud " has made all sure! 

‘""' S ‘ C " re - SPINLOVE TO BRASH 

' ttfcOTfirm instructions you gave me yesterday in conversation, 

as follows : 
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Breeze partition between bedrooms 8 and 9 to be restored but to have 
door opening between the rooms. 

Partition to bedrooms 5 and 6 to be refixed so as to make dressing- 
room 1 ft. 9in. wider and doorway to be closed up. , 

Leaded glazing to be fixed as already supplied. 

Hot and cold service and waste connection for Aquarium to be fixed 
in front hall window. 

I yesterday gave directions to this effect and the work is going ahead, 
am grateful to you for giving way on the matter of the glazing, and I 
am sure that after the house is finished you will have no cause to regret 
your decision. You would soon gather from the comments of your friends 

wonlH e rl , SS ' va u a grcat shortcomin 8 in such a house and in time you 
would be likely to have it taken out and lead glazing fixed. 

which Se *E eCC i! Pt f t r Cheque ' vhich >’ ou handed me on Monday and for 
which many thanks. I note you are sending cheque to Grigblay. 

With kind regards to Lady Brash and yourself, 

Believe me, 

Yours sincerely, 

kah I. H the , S€ malU ™ one can never tell how the cat will jump, but here is a 

a iZhZilZle'oftlt 1 1 WhCn m0li r eS i>,ge,,UOUS a » d ""'hods frank. 

^ ~ 

n , U5Ual ’ S Py il ove has said more than is necessary . By rcbcatine the 

Dear Si^^' QUANTITY SURVEYOR, TO SPINLOVE 

I5925. 


Value of work done to 12.9.2s 
Retention „ 


Already certified 


• • 


• • 


• • 


• • 


• « 


• « 


?. 


• • 


Balance 


^1250 

1844 

9406 

7000 

^2406 


. Yours faithfully, 

of contract, $ has* 1 accumulated! ” ^ ^ maximum ^ntion of 10 per cent 


r jS 


A STORM IN A PAINT POT 

BRASH TO SPIN LOVE; 

Dear Mr. Spinlove, 18.9.25. 

An influential acquaintance is financially interested in a novelty 
super-paint which will shortly, he informs me. replace all other surface 
coverings now on the market. It is called Riddoppo and is a su/>rr-paint 
giving a most dainty and fascinating interior surface to the inside of houses, 
as it is free from any odiferous effects, cannot be scratched by the finger- 
nail and is capable of receiving a high polish. It is clastic so that cracks 
do not permeate through it and it is also uon-inflaniwable and operates as 
a fire- proofing coat to both joinery and nails. I should not be doing justice 
to the merits of Riddoppo if 1 did not add that it is acid proof, is com- 
pounded of entirely new secret elements and that a jet of boiling water or 
super-heated steam may be directed to impinge upon it for some minutes 
without deleterious effects occurring. The colours obtainable are very 
exquisite and varied and we have provisionally selected tints which wc 
desire embodied in the decorative embellishments of the apartments of 
Honey wood Grange— as we anticipate naming the mansion ; these will 
1 e known as the Pink Room, the Yellow Room, the Blue Room and so 
forth, and the tints available will make it possible for each door to be 

identified bv its independent colour. 

Our friend will allow me a special extra discount of ten per cent and 
uc shall have his advice in the choice of tints and decorative embellish- 
ments as he promises that our house shall represent the be.-.t modern effects 

possible. with ki " d rc 8 arcls ‘ 

Silly old man I \ ours sincerely. 


19 9 . 25 . 


SPINLOVE TO BRASH 

Dear Sir Leslie Brash, . . , ,■ « 

I know nothing of Riddoppo. I am afraid, except that it is advertised 

in the Tube lift I daily use as a " new novelty super-paint, but this 

description. I assure you, is no recommendation but rather the oppos ite. 

Gri-blav is responsible for the painting, and the paint specified is »e 

known and the’best results can be obtained from it. I can hard y dunk 

that Riddoppo is ol any practical ralue as a fire-proofing, nor that it nil 

hide cracks opening under it. The ability to resist ,ets of acid and super 

heated steam will not count for much at Honeywood, and > ou « ill not ant 

it polished ■ ; and as linseed oil and vine white 

r ears of use to give perfect results it is surely not an advantage, 

c/is'jid vantage, that Riddoppo does not contain them. 
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I trust that you will not allow your friend to settle the colours of the 
rooms. This is a matter which Lady Brash and yourself should alone 
decide; it should depend entirely on your individual taste and the com- 
pk'tu.n of the design of the house as a ah ole. I do not think sour friend 
can hare had any experience in this matter, or he would not make such 
proposals as you describe ; nor would lie make am* proposals at all before 
lie had seen the house in a state approaching completion. 

With kind regards. 

Yours sincerelv. 

PS. I am sending Grigblay a further certificate for / 2 ,.ioo and 
enclose note of my own fees in respect of that sum. 

devalaZV*,? t0 'T ° J thC EOSt Uind lhi$ k,!cr ' 1/5 ,a - ic is a ***** foo 

?! ° T S ‘ W , C may a<h ' me thc tact 51 Uh u hkh Spinlove urges that 

j rashes, alone, should decide the decorative scheme uheu his intention 
must be to guide that decision. wmion 

n BRASH TO SPIXLOVL 

Dear Mr. Spinlovc, 

commun ' ca ti°n with close attcntion’but'you 

list permit me to indicate to you that the confidence with which 
sserverate condemnation of Riddoppo super-paint. o w - o d n d 

} °u know nothing, seems to me-if you will permit me to lav so-V I t ! 

lice from'odOTiforr 350 ''"' 8 ' • Y ° U als ° ‘ s " ore thc tacl tha ‘ Kiddippo is 
aUrn t retoSdv^lr a T nS - a . cbann " hidl '‘^kes it peculiarly 

to be Ll'T, ’ "1 m ° 5t em,nent comme rcial gentleman, would be the last 

Mi* ^ Ri &^:r rti °r an f ?? U * ~ lueritorious^dcsira- 
** “■* * "•*— 
certainly ,t ls 0U r intention to decide on the tints selected. 

# . Yours sinccrclv. 

S !r ' Cni - ,ha, ? k ,h! hs! <0 »» »«w. be llie fust to mislead. 

Dear Sir; SPIN LOVE TO GRIGBLAV 

yon please get mc^fu'u^'artteitarTS’ thii" "a' 11 throu eh°«it 9 Will 
uistructions for using, aid I will send v» P ai ."‘ aud <he manufacturers' 

1 “ ^ ~ SPeC You«°falth,uUy. 
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Apparently Spinlove is not, as before seemed, fully aware of the danger 
of experimenting with new kinds of paints. 


SPINLOVE TO BRASH 

Dear Sir Leslie Brash, 21.9.25. 

I have directed Grigblay to use Riddoppo super-paint throughout, 
as you wish. 

I hope you will reconsider painting the rooms out all in different colours. 
It is, I assure you, a thing which no one with knowledge of house decoration 
would propose. Your friend’s idea seems to be to turn Honey wood into a 
paint manufacturer’s show room. This, I am sure, will be intolerable to you. 

With kind regards, 
Yours sincerely, 

More kind regards ! Spinlove has got well home, but he hits Brash nearly 
as hard as he hits Brash's friend, the " influential commercial gentleman.” 


GRIGBLAY TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Sir, 22.9.25. 

We know nothing of Riddoppo super-paint and private inquiries we 
have made have had no satisfactory result ; we .therefore have respectfully 
to state that we cannot accept responsibility for same. Yours faithfully, 

Spinlove should have made inquiries and satisfied himself before calling 
upon Grigblay to use the paint. 

SPINLOVE TO BRASH 

Dear Sir Leslie Brash, 23.9.25. 

I enclose copy of Grigblay’s reply to my instructions to use Riddoppo. 

Yours sincerely, 

BRASH TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Mr. Spinlove, 24.9.25. 

I have not been informed of the precise nature of your communication 

to Mr Crigblav/anent Riddoppo paint, but I must protest most vigorously 
against wliat I apprehend to have very much the appearance of a con- 
spiracy to resist the performance of my wishes. This is intolerable and 
beyond bearing. I assume that Mr. Grigblay antic, pates that he will benefit 
financially by the handsome profit he has doubtless credited to h.msel 
on the painting, and is desirous to prevent my obtaining the 10 /„ special 
discount • but Mr. Grigblay should be informed that it is his business to 
receiv "orders and not precisely to give them. It is for me, I apprehend 
to decide what paint shall be used in my own residence and for Mt- Gt'gb T 
to assume to dictate to me on this or any other ma ter is-.f he will allow 
me to say so— perfectly monstrous and unendurable. 
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I do not know what the man means t»y " responsibility,” and if I may 
be permitted to be perfectly frank, I do not care. I give the order and 
the responsibility for giving the order is mine. Mr. Grigblay's responsibility 
is to do what lie is told at once. 

1 he colours of the various rooms will be eventually decided later, but 
in that matter also I consider it is for the owner of the house to give orders 
and not, precisely, to receive them. Yours faithfully (sic). 

I.iver ! 


SPINLOYE TO GRIGBLAY 

1>rar , sir ’ . 25.0.2,. 

I am instructed by Sir Leslie Brash to order you to paint with Riddoppo 

as already directed. Sir Leslie Brash accepts all responsibility. 

Yours faithfully. 

Does Spin love understand fully uhof that responsibility is? Crigblay 
understands uell enough, but the indications are that Spinlove does not. 


SPIN LOVE TO BRASH 

Dear Sir (sic), 

I have instructed Mr. Crigblay to use Riddoppo. as you directed! 
r. Crigblay knows nothing of the discount you speak of and it would 
n.oUe no difference if he did for he is not going to pay it. If profit were his 
chief concern he would not have tendered for such a house as Honcvwood 

n COp >’ °‘ ktt " 40 Mr - Crigblay of to-day and also’ of ,nv 

previous letters to h.m, to that all evidence of our conspiracy may be 

TJt "'• >OUr ? andS ' rl “ SC can bc at,csted if you wish. My files are open 
to umr inspection. ' * 

von l '*1 -\ VC Z !? ar<1, S ' r ’ tl,at aftcr mv unsparing efforts to give 

over fr r r "• T " r ° C, “ ircly satisfact o r >' <« you. it should Ik- handed 
erfor a paint manufacturer to celebrate himself bv turniiy it into a 

trXtr,tlr tiCS ■ Rtd f " r mcla - h “ lia 'B'ue lor 8 homicidal 

.xiJtTbeta ^ «^s b f r „t iday on Friday ai ’ d 

- Pi- so that . shall be out of reXflettlfa!! flmTn'^Tr^"' 

Yours faithfully. 
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Nerves ! Brash has broken the camel's back. Brash's letter which 
provokes this spirited answer is in autograph. Had it been typed the reference 
to conspiracy comes very near indeed to libel, and as it was sent to Spinlove's 
office where the presumption is that all letters, not marked confidential, are 
opened by clerks, the question of libel may still stand. 

It is clear that Spinlove was bound to protest, and undignified ami childish 
as his letter is, he has probably met the matter in the best kind of way. Since 
his letter is a spontaneous expression of natural feelings, it may be easy to 
excuse and forget ; whereas a stiff protest and demand for the withdrawal, 
which cannot be refused, might not readily be either forgiven or forgotten. If 
Spinlove had written on the same impulse, but without losing self-control, he 
would be likely to have served his own and Brash’s interests perfectly. In 
doing so he might well have said — " I am sure on reconsidering your letter 
you will feel that it is not only unfair to me and to Mr. Grigblay, but that I 
am bound to ask for a withdrawal of the word ' conspiracy 

In point of fact Spinlove is making far too big an outcry over this ram- 
bowed bedroom idea. When the time comes he will no doubt be able to soften 
the horrors he dreads, but in any case the Brashes are entitled to have what 
decorations they want, and the enormity of the proposal depends rather on its 
application than upon its principle. Spinlove’s vanity is more deeply 
concerned than his (esthetic convictions, I fancy. 


BRASH TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Spinlove (sic !), 26.9.25. 

I hasten to immediately respond to your communication. I apprehend 
that the epistolatory intimation to which you take exception was indited 
with unduly hurried precipitation for which I desire to proffer profound 
regrets and tender sincere apologies. I employed the word conspiracy, 
as I anticipate you will on reflection perceive, terminological!)' and figur- 
atively and solely on its loose phraseological and allegorical application 
without ulterior signification. [Bravo l A bag of nuts to Sir Leslie Brash.] 

Lady Brash, and -myself design to enter into consultation with you 
on the subject of the decorations before arriving at definite decisions on 
variegation of tints and, as you are aware, we greatly appreciate the 
attentiveness of the care you have expended on the operations and 
excellence of Mr. Grigblay 's meritorious performance of the work 

With best wishes from us both for a successfully regenerative holiday. 
u Always yours sincerely, 


PS - 1 shall be gratefully appreciative of occasional messages signify- 
ing your whereabouts for telegraphic communicate, .f necessary. In 
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the interim of your absence I will keep a close inspection on the operations 
and communicate with your office. ; 

As Spiv love's friend Dalbet said “ a real good sort > ” Ridiculous as the 
old boy is, this is not merely a generous but a sympathetic letter. It is, however, 
a little surprising, as was that it replies to. There is somehow a lack of reserve 
a background of intimacy — 'which the facts before us do not explain . Perhaps 
the upheaval when Lady Brash took control is accountable. Anyhow, 
Spinlove can go away and enjoy his holiday. There is a note " Answered 

27.0.25.” on the corner of the letter, so that Spmlove appears to have acknow- 
ledged 1/ in his own hand. 


SIR LESLIE BRASH TAKES CHARGE 

There is a partial hiatus in the file owing to Spin love's being on holiday 

abr .,' ,fhe t has le f> ^equate drawings and instructions behind him. Grirblay 
will endure his absence with an equanimity Spinlove probably has no idea of 

ZS 7-1 mi befou " d sa f e an(1 satisfactory— unless, possibly, it 

fa tiL f ^ BraSh ‘ S <"' d the Movable stead- 

fastness of Bloggs, the foreman, who is likely to follow what he deems to be 

his instructions with a devotion which no obstacles will discourage. ' 

• SPINLOVE ’S ASSISTANT TO BRASH 

L>ear Sir, 

Regret was not at office when telephoned inquire received 2 ' 0 25 ' 

, ’ n ° » g fr ° m Mr ' Spi " lovo «<*!* one word wirelessed 

to 

hreahing^ouniey^Consffinthiople^'therelore ffiffieuu'to cahle^but in"a° SS 

without'draw-ingslat hand Y °T n ^ ° r ,0r Mr ‘ Spi " it> ' < - 

terrace steps u/ti, „^e=^^a“ 

\011rs faithfully, 

R - S. PINTLE, 
f° r J. SPINLOVE. 

nropZ 7Z1, )ZrZf'% Mo^itoZ z tzzzr rd dic,ion 
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PINTLE TO BRASH 

Dear Sir, 15.10.25. 

Your telephone message directing proceed work terrace steps received. 
Have instructed Mr. Grigblay accordingly. Yours faithfully. 


MISS BRASH TO PINTLE 

Dear Sir, 15.10.25. 

If you feel at liberty to do so. will you say what the single word was 
which Mr. Spinlove wirelessed, as there is a great difference of opinion here. 

Yours truly, 

PHYLLIS BRASH. 

PINTLE TO LADY PHYLLIS BRASH [sic] 

Madam, 

In reply beg state word wirelessed by Mr. Spinlove Oct. 2nd 1 ’ 0 /C I\S. 

This not code word but informed means Mr. Spinlove in good health and 

enjoying holiday. Yours respectfully, 

% 

Pintle has, it will be seen, made “ Pud ” a lady in her own right, lie 
evidently supposed the letter ivas from Lady Brash and was ignorant of the 
titular distinction. " Pud ” will laugh, and her dad's ambitions may be 
flattered. Pintle is apparently a draughtsman who has taken charge in 
Spinlove' s absence. 


(TELEGRAM) BRASH, PENZANCE, TO SPINLOVE 

LONDON 

On further cogitation decided desist from work terrace steps ends 
Brash. 

PINTLE TO BRASH 

Dear Sir, i 8 .,o. 2 5 

Am in receipt your telegram and ordered work terrace steps be 

abandoned. Yours faithfu,I 5 '’ 

BRASH TO PINTLE 

~ 22.10.25. 

Dear Sir, _ , . J ^ 

' My telephonic communication from Penzance was I apprehem 
hurriedly precipitate, as on inspecting the work on my return I find I was 
a little misled in my preventative precautions and I desire that Mr Grigblay 

shall now proceed with the steps. Yours fa,thfu,ly ' 


PINTLE TO BRASH 


Dear Sir, 

Your instructions regarding terrace 
order, as directed. 


23.10.25. 

noted and have cancelled previous 

Yours faithfully, 
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The word excised hints that even the purely j icarious duties of Pintle 
do not save hint from an impulse of rebellion. 

PINTLE TO GRIGBLAY 

Uar Mr. Grigblay, 23.10.25. 

Sorry, but old man Brash written now definitely terrace steps are 
to go on. Am doing best keep things straight but O.M.B. not able make 
“t* mind - Yours truly. 

Pintle addresses Grigblay personally apparently to propitiate him, and 

because he is ashamed of writing these contradictory orders. He has, of course 

no business to write letters behind the scenes. He is clearly a second-rate fellow 

deficient in loyalty. We may suppose the copy was made and filed without 
his cognisance. 

GRIGBLAY TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Sir, 

r 2^, IO.25. 

Wc note that work on terrace steps is now to go on and we have given 
orders accordingly. May we remind you that in eleven days we have laid 
our men off this work or put them on again no less than four times. We 
must point out that such confusion of orders is not reasonable and is beyond 

WC f ^ “L to expect ‘ If there is any question, the work had 
H.ttcr stand till Mr. Spinlove can decide what is to be done. This dis- 
organization of our arrangements is a serious matter for us. and we regret 
wc shall have to make a charge to cover loss of mens time. 

Yours faithfully. 

before, Grigblay shows he will not stand nonsense. 

Dear Sir, PINTLE T ° BRASH 

you o^T 0 ” Py °‘ letter reMiwd *”*»>• Grigblay 

Dear Sir. BRASH TO PINTLE truly, 

re g rel Sh t s?;e° b n!f^rrp^ 1 n t T ,fy *° Mt 

moded him. In the circumstan^ t'* precaut l lons should have incom- 
«W,tion he makes ***** t0 aCCept the 

terrace steps until Mr. Spinlove's return “ from operations on the 
Five times t - Ws faithfully. 


SPINLOVE TAKES CHARGE 

GRIGBLAY TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Sir, 30.10.25. 

We understand you are back and enclose list of extras ordered by 
Sir Leslie Brash during your absence. They are of a minor character and 
as Bloggs received the orders when the men were actually at work, he had 
to do what he was told or stop the work. We have kept time sheets as the 
work cannot be measured and must be charged day-work. 

We understand from Bloggs that the bedrooms are to be papered. 
As you know, they are being finished with a felt-faced float for distempering. 
We shall be glad of particulars of papers at once. Bloggs was given orders 
to dark stain oak, but we await your directions. Yours faithfully, 

Builders are always ready to render day-work accounts — that is accounts 
based on the cost of the men’s time and of materials — instead of accounts based 
on measurements priced at the contract rates, and it is only fair they should 
do so when the work involves pulling down or small separate jobs ; but the 
method is unsatisfactory for the owner because, as the builder will be reimbursed 
for all his outgoings and he receives in addition ( usually ) 15 per cent on the 
net cost for establishment charges and profit, there is no inducement to economy ; 
and because, as the workmen and the foreman arc aware of the circumstances, 
there is a tendency for everyone to ease off on day-work. In addition to this, 
the logging of the men's time is in the foreman's charge and, as he is accountable 
to the builder for keeping down the cost of labour covered by the tender, the day- 
work time sheets are apt to record hours which, properly, should be charged 
against the contract. Day-work accounts, unlike measured accounts, always 
pay the builder ; and from what has been said it will be realized that a dishonest 
builder can make them pay a great deal too well. 


THE AFFAIR OF THE COTTAGES 

(CONFIDENTIAL) GRIGBLAY TO SPINLOVE 
Sir 

I think I ought to let you know at once that a fortnight ago Sir 
Leslie Brash sent me drawings and specification for block of four cottages 
he wants erected down at bottom by lower road, and asked me for a price. 
The name on the drawings is Mr. Cohen Snitch, but a young man in our 
prime costing says they are copied from published plans by Uf Sutchff 
Regenstook, A.R.I.B.A., and we have turned them up m our file of t 
" Builders' Record " of May 7 th. 1923- The specification is a rcadv-mad 
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affair with lust a tender-form without any conditions, and the bricks, 
chimneys, windows, and all sorts are to be “ same as at Honey wood.” 

Now, apart from the work being only half described and position on 
site, drains, roads, and water supply, etc., left out, we don’t do speculative 
work and don’t care to tender without proper particulars and quantities. 
At the same time we should be quite willing to do the work under our 
present contract schedule and leave it to Mr. Tinge to measure and settle 
the account, but we do not think this would suit the old gentleman as 
what he is after is a cut price and cut fees, without doubt. Not in any 
case should we agree to a proposal of the kind without consulting with you, 
and this was the reply we made and were then asked to return plans, etc. 

Since then Bloggs tells me Nibnose & Rasper’s manager sneaked in 
down at bottom looking for mushrooms Bloggs thought, but young 
Rasper turned up after, and had the face to ask questions about water. 
Bloggs told him we were managing without any and saw him off, so it's 
pretty clear what is going on ; but I’m not going to have Nibrose & Rasper 
learning how to build from me, and if Sir Leslie Brash brings them on to 
the ground he will have to pay me for a night watchman and a new lock-up 
or I shan’t be able to keep a plank or a ladder or a drain pipe or a bag of 
plaster or anything else on the job without a man sits on it. That young 
Rasper would strip the tiles off the roof if you so much as turned your head 
to cough. I don't forget the trick he played me with that old six hundred 
gallon cast iron tank I loaned them and then they told me they hadn’t 
had it I happened to go along by. and there was my brave tank set 
up ten feet in the air on a staging and daubed over so it won't be recognized 

Ho says Master Johnny Rasper, all of a surprise : Is that yours ? I-orgot 
where they had stole it. b 

,ff, Sir i eSlie , Bra u h SCnt me a p!an a,,d a P^turc of a gimcrack garage 

nifnLV i, P1 a ! CS i OS SlatCS and blue doors and a H of bargeboard 
S , r ll0W and a fla 8 at the gable. He had torn it out of Mutt and 
gambols reach-me-down bungalow catalogue, but had cut off the firm’s 

Nnrth w ! an ‘ lem )olncd to 8cther, for his cars to go in at tire 
North 'Vest and by trades entrance. It would be a pity to put a thine 

btild the U s?ufl H n l r S h ° USe ' , 3S 1 ‘ hink y ° U ' vi " aercc ; besides «n® 

if we d d and Uhitk the P n ri ° Ver thc count ^ nor «l*cir price 
anU , x think the old gentleman should be told so 

W.th apologies for troubling you but thought you ought to know it. 

ocJuiZtZT ChMy 'T r ~"“ k “ er ° f a tri!Wl 1 “ «fP«rLly 
occupied Gngblays evening houn. Brash’s intention, no doubt, is to save 
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Ins pocket by cutting out architects' fees — for no doubt he made a bargain with 
Mr. Snitch ; and he may feel, also, that G) igblay's icorh is unduly expensive 
and that this is due to Spiulove's complicated methods and exacting demands. 
He may also wish to “ be his own architect," and believes that by Uttering the 
words " two three- and two five-room cottages ” and getting someone to “ draw 
out the plan ” and by agreeing a price with the builder, he is being it. What- 
ever the results are he will be sloiv to see defects in." my own work," and if 
the plans do not give him what he wants he \ will enjoy " making improvements " 
and take great credit to himself for the ingenious botching and makeshifts 
by which the shortcomings are made good. He will helplessly protest against 
the builder's account for extras, whether it is fair or not, and will always believe 
that he was " swindled." 

As for Mr. Cohen Snitch, his kind is common. He has a knowledge 0} 
building sufficient to enable him to hold himself out as an architect in those 
wide fields that public ignorance puts at his disposal ; and his many diverse 
activities bring him commissions which his reputation as an architect would 
deny him. The obligations of a profession of which he is not a member do not 
weigh with him ; and he enjoys the same advantage over the accredited architect 
as the man who ignores the rules of a game has over one who observes them. 

It is difficult to believe that Brash is not aware that he is treating hn 
architect shabbily ; but we have already seen that Brash can outface such 
consciousness. He perhaps regards the whole affair as a matter of fees. 
He is paying Spinlove for the house, but sees no reason why he should pay 
him when he can manage without his services ; his instincts, in fact — or let T> 
11s say his antecedents— do not allow him to distinguish between obligations 
due to a professional man and the consideration expected by a commercial agent. 

If Brash is conscious that Spinlove is giving Honeywood a devotion for which 
he can never be paid except in thanks, he probably merely regards his architect's 
services as remarkably good value for the money, and is too unaware of any 
red pi- oca l obligations to take any pleasure in acknowledging them. 

What is 'the unlucky Spinlove going to do about it all ? He first flics 

for rescue to his friend Wychete, it seems. 


i. ii. 25 


'SPINLOVE TO WYCHETE 

Dear Mr. Wychete, 

I am sorry to bother you again but a most awkward thing has happened 
r enclose copy of the builder’s letter which gives the facts. I found .t 
on m return from a four weeks’ holiday abroad. Mr Snitch ,s a house 
and land agent. I met him once as he was appointed by the morning 
owner to agree a watercourse. The cottages wdl probably be three h. n 
dred yardsor more from the house, but associated with it as is evident y 
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the owner’s intention — note the similar brickwork, chimneys, etc. T should 
be most grateful for any hints what to do. With kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

P.S. — Could you possibly send me a line at once ? I shall have to meet 
the owner in a few days at least. 


SPINLOVE TO BRASH 

Dear bir Leslie Brash, 1. 11.25. 

I returned to the office yesterday. Mr. Grigblay has sent me a list 
of variations and extras ordered during my absence, and there is a question 
you have raised about the terrace steps. I can come on to the site on 
Friday or Saturday, if you will let me know when 1 can meet you, so that 
these and any other matters may be settled. on the spot. 

I had a delightful time abroad. With kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

Spinlove has apparently put off meeting Brash until he may hope to 
have had Wychete's reply. 


WYCHETE TO SPINLOVE 

My dear Spinlove, 2.1 1.25. 

Your luck seems out. The position is certainly awkward, as you 

say, but the probability is that your client does not realize the unfairness 

to you— though one would imagine he intends a snub. Much depends on 

your personal relations and upon the kind of man he is. You alone can 

judge how far expostulation or protest may be made to weigh with him. 

Mr. Snitch’s action seems most unprofessional, but he docs not belong 

to our camp and in any case we do not know what happened ; there is 

nothing to prevent your client employing him if he wishes, and it is no good 

takmg any steps to get Mr. S. to withdraw. Even it you were able to 

do so it might not persuade your client to entrust the work to you. 

. . Ad0 E? n ? R egenstook’s design is of course, a breach of copyright 

dctvl glVC m grounds for an action for damages.^ 'Copying your 
details also comes very near to the same thing. Your client’s intentZ 

is clear, and the wrong is of the same kind though so different in degree that 
you would scarcely be in a position to claim damages. ° 1 

I should be interested to know the end of the story. You must not 
ose time or your client may accept the other builder’s tender. 

n c . _ SPINLOVE TO BRASH ^ 

Dear Sir Leslie Brash, 

I confirm telephone message fixing Frida v af to a m t 3>I x,25 i * 
on site. b * la y at 10 a m - our meeting 
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Mr. Grigblay has mentioned to me that you asked him to tender for a 
Nock of cottages which, for certain reasons, he felt unable to do without 
first conferring with me. I am, naturally, so much interested in Honey- 
wood that I should be indeed grieved not to be allowed to design the 
accessory buildings, particularly as you mentioned these cottages to me 
as matters in which you would want my advice. 

However, we can speak of this on Friday, but I write to warn you, 
before you commit yourself in any way, that the plans you sent Mr. 
Grigblay are not an original design at all, but have been copied from 
plans by another architect which were published a short time ago in one 
of the building papers. The designer holds the copyright in his plans 
and you will be liable to action for damages if you proceed. In the same 
way my detail drawings of Honey wood are my copyright and cannot be 
used for the proposed cottages without my consent. Yours sincerely. 

Spiv love is quite right in his statement of the fact of the copyright owner- 
ship, but he manages to suggest a masterfulness in architects which exceeds 
the life. 

SPINLOYE TO WYCHETE 

Dear Mr. Wychete, 6.11.25. 

I am most grateful to you for your letter. Directly I got it I wrote 
to my client and warned him of the breach of copyright, but when I saw 
him two days later he told me he had “ provisionally accepted ” (as he termed 
it) tender for the cottages from a local firm, Nibnosc & Kasper. He had. 
however, accepted the tender in fact ; by " provisionally ” hc-meant that 
he was at liberty to accept, or not, a supplementary estimate for out- 
buildings. 

Well, there was a great to do. He was most indignant with Snitch for 
fobbing him off with someone else’s design and charging thirty-five guineas 
for it as an “ inclusive fee," and he means to make him disgorge, for he 
has already paid the fellow. 

He was quite nice to me— in fact particularly so, for he is a self- 
important man and rather obstinate in favouring his own ideas [ahem !), 
and I really do not think it occurred to him that he was injuring me. He 
thought he would save fees and get a cheaper building, and that it was 

entirely his own affair. ,, 

The tender he has accepted is for £1,350 tor the block of four cottages 

—an impossible price. A great deal of the work is left out of the speci- 
* fication, to say nothing of drains, paths and water supply, and though t le 
[* specification calls for the building to be completed in all details, etc., 
Nibnosc & Kasper attach to their tender a letter which, rather slyly, 
excludes work not described. There are no conditions of contract. 
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I had to point all this out to Brash and insist that the cottages will 
cost at least ^1,700 before he has finished, and perhaps nearly ^2,000, 
and that there was nothing in the contract to prevent the builder putting 
in the cheapest and most shoddy work, and that lie would have a huge 
bill for extras and be at the builders’ mercy — in fact Brash began at last 
to understand what an architect is for. 

The next difficulty was how to get Xibnosc fc Rasper to withdraw 
with merely nominal compensation or none at all. Owing to a previous 
muddle they have a quite unfounded grievance against me ; however, 
Brash wrote and told them he had discharged Snitch and appointed me 
his architect, and I got Nibnosc to my office and, after cross-examining 
him on what he had included for and what not. he was obliged to agree that, 
as a basis for a contract, his tender was a farce. He was quite reasonable*; 
said he had done his best with the particulars supplied, that there were big 
risks— and so on. Finally it was agreed that he and Grigblay should 
tender to a new design and that the lowest tender should be accepted. 
So that s that, and I am enormously obliged for your hints, without which 
I do not know what would have happened ; and Brash, if he only knew it 
is still more deeply indebted to you. 

I am putting up temporary shed of larch slabs as garage, which will 
look quite inoffensive pushed back among the trees. 

With many thanks and best wishes. Yours very sincerely. 

Spin love seems in fine fettle. 1 1 is recent holiday has done him good, 
e has evidently earned Brash quite off the ground upon which he had taken 
so Jormidable a position, and won his surrender . 

LADY BRASH CAUSES A DIVERSION 

_ e . SPINLOVE TO GRIGBLAY 

Dear Sir, 
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I he eaves gutter at X. of kitchen wing stops short oi the gable vernc 

l am aware that the verge is tilted but the finish is unworkmanlike. The 

shopped end should be i ' m front of line of verge. [77, <• lilting of II, e tiles 

o! gable verge throws II, e water bach so II, at the eaves gutter probably is effective 

in catching alt of , 1 . It , s the r,g,d exactness of modern building that makes 
Has luunalcrial deviation an offence .] 

Now that the heating service is working will von please see that the 
wmdows arc kept open. I have called your foreman's attention to this 
•core ; The heating is put on to dry out the house, but if the windows aye 
hept shut the steam-laden an. which can take up no more moisture, cannot 
escape, condensation takes place and the object of having the heat on is in great 
pa', l defeated. The windows are kept shut because of the blinking draught 
and in pm suit of snug comfort. Even at the best of times the luxury of shutting 
oneself up for a day with a mate and a radiator in an unventi/ated bathroom 
vith a few cans of paint, a plumber's furnace, two day pipes, a quart of boiling 
tea a id a pound of putty, is rarely enjoyed.] 

I lie lead tacks of soil pipes, as well as of waste pipes, are to be wiped 
■n the front angle. This has not been done. The service pipes carrying 
tap' are to be vertical. The double tacks above and below taps are as 
Npccilied, but in the pantry the pipes are horizontal. They must be carried 
along under sink and then taken up vertically to match scullery taps. 

\ l he nozzle of a tap fixed on a horizontal pipe tends to sag down after a 
time. A vertical pipe, properly fixed , resists the leverage of the hand screwing 
down the tap.] 


I'leasc give these matters your attention. 

Yours faith full v, 

Spinlove has been away from the works for some weeks and, if these arc 
the only mailers he has to complain of, Grigblay is doing well. 

SPINLOVE TO GRIGBLAY 

Dear Sir, 15. 11.25, 

Sir Leslie Brash rang me up to-day to tell me Lady Brash is complain- 
ing of a smell in the house. Will vou find out what is the matter ? I could 
get no description of it except that it is an unpleasant smell. 

Yours faithfully, 

Most of them are. so or they would not be smells; and it is difficult to 
describe a smdl even when it will bear description, which is rare, Lady Brash's 
famous " olfactory sensitiveness ” has claimed tribute. 
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BRASH TO SPIN LOVE 


Dear Mr. Spinlove, 17. 11.25. 

Would it be practically feasible to insert french windows in the 
drawing-room, and what would be the amount of the probable anticipated 
estimate ? A friend has pointed out that it will not be practically possible 
for a person seated in the middle of the drawing room to get a view of the 
gardens owing to the excessive height of the bottoms of the windows. This 
is disturbing. Alternatively, and as a different proposition, could not the 
windows be lowered a foot or two ? What would be the probably approxi- 
mate estimate for doing so. including, of course, the bay windows ? I 
comprehend the necessary desirability of disposing the windows of the 
bedroom chambers in a lofty situation in view of the danger of a fall, but 
this desirability scarcely obtains in the downstair apartments. 

Lady Brash informs me the smell is much worse. It is desired that 
the necessary steps towards eradication may be at once put in active 
operation, a$ Lady Brash spends several hours of each day in the house. 


Yours sincerely, 

SPINLOVE TO GIUGBLAY 

Dear „ Sir ’ , jyi 1 .25. 

Have you done anything about the smell ? Sir Leslie Brash referred 
to it again in a letter I received on Saturday and he has rung up to-day to 
say that Lady Brash was in the house on Sunday and that the smell was 
dreadful. Please take steps to have the nuisance ended at once, jus it 
is causing great annoyance. I wish you had not allowed the plumbers to 
use the den as a shop. They have made the place in a disgusting state- 
litter of all kinds, bacon rind, banana peel thrown about, crusts and bones 
and tea leaves-your foreman ought to be told to look after things better. 

, . ., , Yours faithfully, 

,s ‘ v,de “‘‘y S““«S '«<“«!; but until Lady Brash is app/ased 
there will be no peace for anyone. * 


- ^ . LADY BRASH TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Mr. Spinlove, 

I really think I ought to write to you about the smell ! It^vas mo/, 

al ! " * and Mrs - B ‘"8ham said it made h^ 
e>es uater she is so subject to hay fever like my dear mother was and 1 

ake after them both!!! I could never consent to live in a hous^viU 

smell like that which goes on and on even after I get home like the monkev 

How fast the leaves are falling ! Vm.rc „ • , 

lours v. sincerely. 
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SPIN LOVE TO LADY BRASH 

Dear Lady Brash, 20.11.25. 

I do not know what the particular smell is that you do not like, 1 
have asked Mr. Grigblav to try and find out. Of course many of the 
materials used by the workmen have strange smells, but that is unavoidable 
and they will all disappear, I can assure you, before the work is finished. 
If you find the atmosphere of the house so unpleasant it would perhaps 
be wiser not to go into it just at present, or why not ask Mr. Bloggs to open 
the windows ; have you thought of that I wonder ? 

Yes, I noticed the leaves were beginning to fall. Yours sincerely. 

Spin love’s solicitude, leads him to ascribe to the lady a degree of imbecility 
ivhicli is scarcely flattering. 


GRIGBLAY TO SPINLOYE 

r . c .- 20.11.25. 

Dear Sir, , . . 

W'c have noted the various instructions you gave our foreman, wiucn 
arc receiving attention. He has searched for the smell complained of but 
has not succeeded in discovering it. His report is as follows : 

About her Ladyship s smell there is not anything to complain about 
as I can see. The paint is nothing at all scarcely. There was a bit of a hum 
in the kitchen but that was just a coat the gasfittcr's mate had there. I e 
5. aid it was fish and I reckon like enough it was. I told lnm take it outside. 

The plumber's shop is swept out.” 

\V e do not know what more we can do in the matter. 

Yours faithfully, 

SPIN LOVE TO BRASH 

Dear Sir Leslie Brash, .. \ i 

I have written twice to Grigblav about the unpleasant smell and 

I have to-day heard from him that they cannot detect anything which 

is not as it should be. In writing to Lady Brash yesterday I suggest© 

that she might, perhaps see that the windows are opened. “ 

In answer to your question, french windows arc impossible. They 
cculd not be fitted \o the existing openings, could not be made to match 
the other windows and would be disastrous architecturally, as you wou 

r - if t made vou a sketch of the altered elevation. If you had 
at once realize i frencll windows I could have designed 

nrh’ 

., iaf is the intermediate horizontal member of the frame 
ransom— that is the ■ "to of anyone standing. The top 

«.e floor and tins is as low as can be managed. 
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r may point out to you that the reason you cannot see the ground outside 
when seated away from the windows is that the ground slopes away. In 
any case, the top of the terrace wall will appear above the line of the 
window cill to anyone seated in the room, so that even if you lowered 
the windows you would have no better view of the garden. 

I had intended to suggest to you, when the subject was allowed to 
drop, that instead of painting the doors pink, yellow, blue — for I am sure 
you would dislike the array of differently coloured doors — the name 
“ Pink Room," “ Yellow Room," etc., might be lettered on each door. 
I could design a scutcheon upon which the words might appear, and 
this might be of the appropriate colour if you wish, or the coloured 
scutcheon w ithout the words might serve. Personally-I would recommend 
the words without the scutcheon. 

I hope you will not think me unduly persistent, but I am sure you 
would regret a parti-coloured corridor. 

With kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

Apparently the conversations grew heated when the tainbowed bedroom 
proposals were discussed, and Spinlove had to change the subject. It is a 
torturing effort for the designer to get the heads — or transoms — of casement 
windows above the eye, and the cills duly low, while at the sanic time keeping 
the proportions of windows satisfactory. 

BRASH TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Mr. Spinlove, 22.11.25. 

I have considered your remarks anent the windows and suggest you 
will raise the floor of the room which will, I apprehend, give the same 
equivalent effect as the lowering of the windows to which you demur, 
and prevent the terrace wall obstructing the view. There will be no 
objection to going up two steps into the drawing-room — in fact mast 
pleasing effects may be obtained in this manner, and we ran j>ostponc 
using the apartment until the operations are completed. What will the 
co>t of this work be ? I recall that /300 is included in the contract 
amount to meet contingencies of this kind. 

I am not at all averse to your proposal for identification of bedroom 
doors. If you will have a door painted and appropriately lettered as you 
propose, I will give you an ultimate final decision. 

We are contemplating moving into the house for Xmas day. Do you 
think that a feasible proposition ? , ' 

I have seized the opportune occasion to purchase certain cottages and 
shall in consequence not now find the necessity to erect those conveniences. 
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Will you please advise Messrs. Nibnose & Rasper with the appropriate 
intimation. Yours sincerely, 

PHYLLIS BRASH TO SPINLOVE 
Dear Jazz, 21. 11.25. 

\ 911 ought to hop down as soon as poss. Mum is worrying dreadfully 
over the smell in the house. She spent most of this morning and part of 
the afternoon listening for it ; it did not squeak to-day but was apparently 
known to be in hiding. I have not been in the house myself on a good 
hunting morning when the scent was lying well, but two people besides 
M. found on Sunday, so something must be wrong. 

Dad started an innocent little frolic with a dentist ten days ago ; it 
became a serious game and poor Dad is now seventeen down with nine 
to play. He is staying up in town till after the final round, which is 
why I write. Will you phone to-morrow, please ? PUD. 

SPINLOVE TO GRIGBLAY’ 

Dear Sir, 25.11.25. 

I am directed by Sir Leslie Brash to say that he does not intend now 
to build any cottages. 

Will you please tell your foreman to see that all windows are securely 
shut before the men leave on Saturday, so that I may satisfy myself 
about this reported smell. Yours faithfully, 

SPINLOVE USES TACT 

SPINLOVE TO BRASH 

Dear Sir Leslie Brash, 28.11.25. 

I am sorry to know you have been having such a bad time of it. 

As you will no doubt have heard, the smell Lady Brash complained 
of is that of the new oak. It is a penetrating smell, certainly, but most 
people like it. It will entirely disappear in a short time ; in fact I do not think 
it will be noticed after the oak has been waxed. 

I am afraid it will not be possible for you to get into the house for 
Xmas. There is much more to be done than appears. In six weeks' 
time it might be possible, but it would be better for you to wait. The 
house is drying out well, and I do not think there would then be any 
actual objection to its being lived in, but if you waited, say, till March, 

you could be certain of no ill consequences. 

As regards raising the floor of the drawing-room, there are grave 
difficulties and objections which I think you have not realized. Ten or 
twelve inches off the height of the room would make it appear very low. 
This is a big room, and the height to ceiling is no more than is necessary. 
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lor it fixes the height of the first floor throughout. To raise the floor 
would mean raising the panelling to about iS in. from the ceiling which 
would look very ugly, and also rebuilding the brick chimney, for the 
opening of the fireplace would be much too low. The transom of the 
window would also come very awkwardly ; people looking out would have 
to stoop or stand on tip toe. It would be dangerous to have the steps 
close up to the door ; a landing outside would be necessary which would 
stand out with the steps, four or five feet into the hall and. of course, the 
new floor would have to be carried on joists. The concrete floor is 
prepared for nailing the floor boards to it, and the only reason this has not 
been done is that I told Grigblay to hold off so that the concrete should 
be thoroughly dry. The cost of the alteration would, as you may judge, 
be a considerable sum — /200 very Iikelv. 

lhc /300 contingencies, you mention, is not available for extra 
work of this kind. It is to cover the contract work — that is to say to pay 
lor work which may be found necessary but which is not described in the 
contract because it may not be. Part, at least, of this sum has been 
spent. If there is any left unexpended, it will, of course, be credited 
m the final statement of account. 

1 have written a tactful letter to Nibnosc & Rasper letting them know 
you do not now intend to go on with the cottages. As you remember, 
they agreed to cancel their previous contract on the understanding they 
should tender, against Grigblay only, to the new design I was preparing • 
but I hope they will not make any trouble. With kind regards. 


SPINLOVE TO NIBXOSE & RASPER 
Dear Sirs, ->8 11 2 

My client desires me to present you with his best compliments and 
inform you with his profound regrets that he has now decided not to 

atender C ^ f ° r Which yOU " cre 50 obli S>»8 to consent to submit 

.. 'JOl 

S.r Leslie Brash asks me to tell you that he looks forward on some 
future occasion to the pleasure of availing himself of your services. 


If this suave and buttery letter is Spinlove's idea of a tactful one he has 

. " ° ear "‘ 11 ” o/ on, y reeks of insincerity, but is intolerably condescendim 
m tone and ivould be likely to give offence to anyone and under anv ri* - * 

“ • Nib ! a$ t > “ wilt Perfectly understand that the purpose of U is"to 

di,cmn then claim to compensation ; and as the firm has already l 

opinion, been unfairly deprived of the contract for lh> house anv il 
Provocative and inflaming could scarcely be devised: 


i^8 
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written somewhat as follows : " An- unfortunate thing has happened. My 
client has an opportunity of buying cottages close at hand, so that there is now 
no reason for him to build. I am ajraid you have been put to a good deal of 
Uouble- and Sir Leslie Brash is sorry for this and 'will bear it in mind, and 
hopes to be able to make use of your services on a future occasion.” 


BRASH TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Mr. Spinlove, 29.11.25. 

I am glad to be in a condition to intimate that I am now emancipated 
to freedom from the dental surgeon’s sanctum — though still unable to 
make spectacular public appearances. 

I am naturally disappointed to be apprised that our occupation of 
the house at Christmas in not practicably feasible. Christmas Day eventu- 
ates precisely fourteen days subsequently to the contract date of completion. 
I advisedly apprehended that certain extra days would be allowed to 
Mr. Grigblay to perform his undertaking, but six weeks is surely a very 
excessive apportionment of latitude ? It is, of course, in your hands to 
see that Mr. Grigblay is kept informed of his obligations, but 1 desire 
that you will intimate to him that I consider his procrastination beyond 
what is reasonably to be anticipated, and that I shall certainly not feel 
inclined to remit any proportion of the sums which may become due to me 
as penalties for delay. 

I note your remarks anent the lifting of the drawing-room floor. I 
do not precisely apprehend the full interpretation of your remarks as I 
am not in a condition to immediately make the public appearance involved 
by the journey to the site, but I am prepared to accept your views, although 
they do not favour my ideas, as the amount of the anticipated estimate 
is altogether more than I can contemplate. 

As regards the “ contingencies,” I apprehend that the money is 
mine and that I am, therefore, at liberty to spend it as I choose — however, 
it is not necqs^ry to deviate upon that eventuality. The mansion certainly 
more than satisfies our anticipations. I look forward shortly to viewing the 

experimental lettering on doors. With kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 


"NIBRASP” ASKS COMPENSATION 

NIBNOSE & RASPER TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Sir, ^ - 

W’e were just a little surprised at your letter — but nothing to worry 

about, as this is the second time we have been passed over by you and 

we are getting used to same. 
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Wc shall be glad if you will present our respects to Sir Leslie Brash 
and inform that gentleman that we shall be glad to serve him at any time 
that he may honour us with his orders and abide by them, but wc do 
not much care for the way he has served us so far, for what we expected is 
not fo»?/>liments but compensation. 

We may remind you that when Mr. Nibnose saw you at your office 
on this matter, it was clearly understood that we would agree to cancel 
our contract if we were given a fair chance to tender to a new design 
against Mr. JohnGrigblay only. As Sir Leslie has chosen to disregard his 
s.de of the bargain and break your word to us. we must respectfully ask 
a sum representing our reasonable profits in compensation, viz : 7 J per cent 
on the amount of our tender. Yours faithfully, 

*' Aibrasp ” are entitled to compensation for the cancellation of their 
contract, since the acceptance of a tender constitutes a contract Undine on 
both parties each of whom is entitled to compensation for breach by the other 
J he sum that wot, Id be allowed by the Courts in compensation would depend 
upon the circumstances. It might happen that a contractor or a buildinn 

owner would by a breach by the other, be involved in losses far in excess of the 
dnect loss of profits or loss of the bargain. 1 

SPINLOVE TO TINGE. QUANTITY SURVEYOR 
Dear Mr. Tinge, 

a a "' a> ;° n a holiday m - v client ob,aincd ‘'Oder for O.350 for 

H K gCS m a neW b " Ud ' r - Nibn ° s « & Rasper, which he 

71 °/ on the " OW . decided not to build . and the contractors ask 

chim *> n t, tendered pnee as compensation for breach. Is this a fair 

U TJrighU ^ S ‘ ateS that 7i% "resents their expected ’p^K 

D TINGE TO SPINLOVE Y °"" ^ 

Dear Sir, « ■ 

7 ‘ % “ ab0U ‘ right for P rofits - You rS-'fa'i tW ally 

7 s ,0 >s « reasonable estimate of profits. ” ' Say ,S ,,lat 

Dear Sir Lesiie Brash. T ° MASH 

The a Raa P" a " d o, thei^ 2 replies. 

* iba - aad agree thVSte^s I 
,,v ~ * - 
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to build the cottages, that “ Nibrasp" could claim compensation; but he 
does not appear to have any authority to agree the amount, and although 
72 % ,,}a y represent expected profits it does not follow that " Nibrasp ” could 
make good a claim for that amount. 

SPINLOVE TO NIBNOSE & RASPER 
Dear Sirs, 3.12.25. 

Sir Leslie Brash could not foresee the circumstances which now 
make it impossible for him to build, and he is aware that he is liable to 
you for compensation ; but there are special circumstances which have 
to be considered in settling the sum to be paid and I think it would be 
satisfactory if Mr. Nibnose could call at my offices to agree the figure. 
If you will ring up I shall be glad to make an early appointment. 

Yours faithfully, 

Spinlove, as agent, here pledges Brash to pay compensation. Even 1 f 
Brash had agreed to' pay — and it does not appear he has ever done so — it was 
a serious error in diplomacy on Spinlove’s part to tell " Nibrasp ” this. He 
should have opened negotiations by saying that his client resented paying 
compensation and that unless “ Nibrasp ” substantially reduced the amount 
of the claim they would get nothing. 

•SPINLOVE TO BRASH 

Dear Sir Leslie Brash, 4.12.25. 

On my return to the office this evening I found your telephone 
message telling me to come to no understanding with Nibnose & Rasper 
until I had seen you. I am sorry to say that I wrote to them last night 
in the sense of my letter to you. I enclose copy of the letter. You will 
see that the amount of compensation is left open, so that this may be 
merely a nominal figure. Yours sincerely, 

We have, here another example of the ineptitude which overtakes Spinlove 
when he gels away from the actual business of building. How can "Nibrasp ” 
be put off with nominal compensation— nominal standing for " in name 
0ll ly "—when the payment of actual compensation has been promised? 

BRASH TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Mr. Spinlove, . o. 

I was astounded to peruse your commumcat.on to Messrs. Nibnose A. 

Rasper, in which you take it upon yourself to engage me to disburse 
compensation without any kind of authority from me to do so, and in 
face of my emphatic objection, expressed to you in verbal conversion 
some weeks ago, to do anything of the kind. If anyone is to pay compcnsa- 
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tion I apprehend it is Mr. Snitch for selling me sham bogus plans and 
preparing documents which you tell me are incomplete and which Messrs. 
Nibnose & Rasper knew to be incomplete. 

It is obvious that I am being robbed and swindled by a pack of 
extortionate rogues and that so far from doing anything to protect me you 
are — if you will permit me to say so — actually playing into their hands. 
However, one thing is definitely certain ; I will not pay Nibnose & Rasper, 
or Snitch, or any jack one of these scoundrels a halfpenny, and you can 
tell them so with my compliments. Mr. Snitch has now very obligingly 
offered to charge only ten guineas “ to cover expenses ” for cheating me. and 
if Nibnose talks any more about compensation I request you to refer him to 
Russ & Co., for I will figjit these thieving rogues if I have to sell everything 
I possess to do it. before I will pay them a farthing. Yours sincerely, 

Ease off on the kidney omelettes, my good sir, and walk to the station oj 
a morning / It is true that Spiulove was at fault in pledging his client without 
'written authority, or -without a written note of oral instructions the wording of 
which his client has approved and which he has confirmed to his client ; 
but he seems to have no doubt that he was correctly representing his client's 
I/™’?. ai,d *’» a »y casc Brash's claim against Snitch for fees paid . and 
" * Grasp's ” against Brash for compensation, arc entirely due to Brash’s 
acting without his architect's advice or knowledge. Spin love has. indeed, 
rescued his client from a much worse disaster. 


^ oriiNLUVL BRASH 

Dear Sir Leslie Brash, 6 12 

I much regret that I should have wrongly interpreted your wishes 
but when some weeks ago I told you that Nibnose & Rasper were entitled 
o compensat'on you made no comment, and I clearly understood you 

S at h?« Uat r I haV0 t0_day " Titten t0 the firm repudiating their 
k rr m- 1 V tirae there ,S no doubt the >' can enforce it. Mr. Nibnos- 

Mav T ^ T and l WU J g6t the best P ro P osals for settlement I can. 

Mr Snitch ZT IT" had D0,hin S to do " ith ^contract with 

Mr. Snitch, nor with your contract with Nibnose & Rasper but that I 

best 6 interests ^°° d ^ ° f h tryi " g ““«* ^nged in youl 
c . . . . Yours faithfully, 

Spinhve s nerves arc not this time involved. 

Dear Sirs, SPINL0VE T0 NIBNOSE & RASPER 
Thnr I sdav. lfirm apP ° intment with Mb— at this office' on 
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I regret to have to say that in conveying that Sir Leslie Brash was 
willing to compensate you I misinterpreted what I understood to be my 
client’s views. I am now directed by Sir Leslie Brash to inform yoi 
that he does not agree you have a claim for compensation against him. 

Yours faithfully, 

But they have ! All Brash has done is to roar *' 1 won't pay ! ” 

SPINLOVE TO GRIGBLAY. 

Dear Sir, 7.12.25. 

May 1 ask you whether you are aware of what is going on at Honey- 
wood ? When I was in one of the bedrooms yesterday with your foreman, 
there was a sudden uproar downstairs and, while I was asking Bloggs what 
all the noise was. a rat with a terrier after it ran into the room and bolted 
into the floor-space where the electricians had a flap open, and men came 
rioting up the stairs before they could be stopped. I had noticed several 
dogs tied up and Bloggs said the men brought them " for a bit of a rat hunt 
in the dinner hour,” but I never supposed there were rats in the house. 

It is really disgraceful and I should certainly have to ask you to 
replace your foreman if the work were not so nearly finished. Suppose 
Sir Leslie learnt what was going on, or that Lady Brash saw a rat ! The 
rats have no doubt been attracted by the litter of bits of food in the den 
which the plumbers used as a shop, but the men have no business to bring 
food into the house at all. It must be stopped and the rats cleared out,., 
at once. Bloggs says they will go when they cannot get water, but I have 
heard of them gnawing through lead pipes for it, and with all these spaces 
under the floors on the South side, the house will become rat-ridden 
before it is finished. I shall want to see those spaces thoroughly cleaned 
out. There are shavings and rubbish there. The main thing is to get rid 
of the rats at once. Poison must not be used or we shall have more smells. 

I am astonished you should allow such a state of affairs. 

Yours faithfully, 

P.S .— We put the terrier into the floor and got the rat. 

From the postscript we learn that the august architect pocketed his 
indignation and joined the hunt. 


GRIGBLAY TO SPINLOVE 


Dear Sir, 


9.12.25 


We regret the occasion for your letter which we were quite unaware 
of. We are sending down an expert who will fume out rats, and have given 
our foreman strict orders, and trust you will have no further grounds for 
complaints. 
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We should like to call your attention to the Riddoppo paint next 

time you are on the site, as our foreman painter is not altogether satisfied 

Yours faithfully'. 

* ' 


BRASH TO SPINLOYE 

Dear Mr. Spinlove, 8.12.25. 

I have to solicit your condolences and ask you to make excuses for 
the somewhat rough asperity of my last communication, as 1 was at 
the time suffering from a dental relapse in a molar which has proved 
unexpectedly refractory and you will be sorry to hear me say that the 
distress was extremely chronic. [// is to be hoped he will be very sorry 
indeed to hear Brash say it, but then — why say it ?) 

Messrs. Russ & Co. are dealing with Mr. Snitch. With reference 
to Messrs. 2 ?ibnose & Rasper, I apprehend that you have noted my 
asseveration that I have given you no authority to agree any sum in dis- 
bursement for compensation. At the same time I desire you to proceed 
with negotiations directed to determining what amount will satisfy these 
people’s demands. The projjosal must then be submitted for consideration 
to Mr Russ. Yours sincerely. 

Here is a return to sanity ! 

SPINLOVE TO BRASH 

Dear Sir Leslie Brash, 10. 1 2.25 

I am very sorry to know you have been so poorly and hope you are 
all nght again now. 

I saw Mr. Nibnose to-day. He is hurt at the way he has l>cen treated 
and w*s inclined to be stiff, but he is a fair-dealing man and, of course, 
lhad plenty to say of the irregularity of the contract arrangement. Finally 
c agreed to accept £25, in full settlement as a “ friendly compromise " 
on ie understanding that if the money is not paid within seven days his 
offer is to be deemed to have been refused. 

to *? Kl l U11 t0 y ° ur views * but was onl y ablc to fead Mr. Nibnose 

reeard\h ,S Y telling him that if he di(1 *> I thought he might 

V<hi wilMv» ^ T,lis was the b est I could do and I think 

settlement. W,SC ^ >*° ur ° nly chan . ce of amicable 

Yours sincerely, 

stricUy^ZpZ' <0 ^ ’**""** We “ ^ ’‘ iS hUCr **• a '*">*• 

comtht?oT‘Zll al>t ’ roac . h, "g a “ A 0H ,ie "‘°r»ing of the contract date for 

neTst l ZoZ~ ~ s ,wai " of eood checr ,rom G ^- 


DIFFICULTIES AND DELAYS 

GRIGBLAY TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Sir, - 10.12.25. 

We have received notice from Mr. Potch. District Surveyor, refusing 
certificate of occupation on ground that window in bedroom No. 5 is not 
of area required by by-laws. This is the room which was made larger by 
moving partition to the orders of her Ladyship. Yours faithfully. 


It seems tee have not yet heard the last of Lady Brash's famous big 
wardrobe. By enlarging the room to receive it, the floor area has been increased 
to more than ten times the window area, which is the maximum allowed by 
the bv-laus, and it seems Spinlove overlooked this. 

The second message of glad tidings is more diffuse, but it does not lack sap. 


(CONFIDENTIAL) GRIGBLAY TO SPINLOVE 
Sir. 10.12.25. 

I think best to send you a private word that we are going to have 
a serious trouble with this paint of the old gentleman’s. If you ask 
me I should say that this new novelty super-paint is a bit too new, a lot too 
much of a novelty and. if you will pardon me, a damned sight too super, 
and I think that Sir Leslie Brash who ordered it ought to put on his best 
spectacles and have a good look to see how he likes it before we go on 
and finish. As you know I refused responsibility, and I also kept the men s 
time from the start, and lucky for me for this job is going to cost someone 

The painters say the stuff is treacly and don t smell natural, though 
it flows nicely after the brush and no complaints ; but from "hat our 
nainter told Bloggs I had a good look into things to-day and it s like this. 
A coat gSL on and dries hard and quick, but when the next follows ,t seen,, 
to soften the coat below, and the more coats the worse it gets, at feast 
that's the best I can make of it. As you know, we have four coats on most 
parts and the finish on one or two doors, and on kitchen and lavatory 
u alls It seems fairly hard and has a nice oily gloss and a good surface, 
hut if vou look closely there is a rim of paint hanging along the bottom 
edge'of doorsTand bulging out along top of skirtings of j«inted walls mu, 
u here the light is reflected vou can make out a kind of a dra e at d PP 

or I’m mistaken. 
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It would suit me best to finish and leave Sir Leslie Brash to settle 
with the manufacturer, but that would be just so much waste, for when 
you go down you will see what I say is right. I haven't squirted an v boiling 
acids at it nor yet french polished, but if that is to be done it had ought 
to be soon before Riddoppo super crawls out of the front door and olt 
home, which is about what it's aiming for. 

Perhaps, Sir, you will let me know what you would wish me to do, 
as there is no call to have more trouble than can be helped and I gather 
the paint is no concern of yours any more than mine. 

You will pardon me troubling you but thought it might help to 
keep things straight. Yours faithfully. 

Tins letter is an autograph, as were the other friendly messages that have 
engaged Grigflay's evenings with such advantage to Spinlove. 


SPINLOVE TO POTCH, DISTRICT SURVEYOR 

12.12.25. 

I am informed by the builder that you have refused certificate of 
occupation for house at Honey wood on the ground that the window in 
bedroom No. 5 is not the minimum size required by by-laws. It is true 
that this room has been increased in size since the plans were approved, 
but I must point out that the glass area is still more than one-tenth of 
floor area: viz: glass-three times 3 ft. 6in. x ift. *|in.= 15ft. ; area 
of floor 10ft. 9 in. x izft.= 129ft. Yours faithfully, 

brash to spinlove 

Dear Mr. Spinlove, ^ T 

1 have desired Messrs. Russ & Co. to transmit cheque for /zs to 
Messrs iMbnosc & Rasper as a "friendly compromise" in ultimate 
liquidation and final settlement of their iniquitously monstrous and 
fraudulent claim. I never so resentfully grudged disbursing a remunerative 
payment more than in this instance, but as Mr. Russ, after his interview 

cour?e 0 but to ^Vf n ? ent of >’ our °P inio ". * have no other alternative 
course but to stand and deliver. Yours sincerely, 

CRIGBLAY TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Sir, 

Saar Aass Jar ssr 
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mailer Spin love is not responsible to Brash, who ordered the paint himself 
contrary to his architect’s advice. Grigblay, as we see, takes the position oj 
being a disinterested person, and Spin love will be wise to do the same or he 
mav, before he htioivs it, fasten responsibility upon himself by one of those 
redundancies which are so characteristic of his letters. 


SPINLOVE TO BRASH 

Dear Sir Leslie Brash, 16.12.25. 

I enclose copy of letter I have received from Mr. Grigblay, and await 
your instructions. I understand that by “ creeping ” is meant that the 
paint is slowly flowing down the walls, doors, etc. Yours sincerely/ 

Spin love is justly entitled to disclaim responsibility, but if he had any 
sense of humour — and we know he has none — he could not blandly have passed 
the matter over to Brash without full explanation. Spinlove's original 
objection was rather to the scheme of decorations than to the risk of the paint’s 
failure, as paint ; and Brash has good cause for grievance that he was not 
particularly 1 earned of that risk. It is true he would probably, in giving rein 
to his temper, have scorned the advice, but he can none the less complain that 
he was never given a chance of doing so. Spinlove's excuse, of course, is 
ignorance ; he has not had the experience which would have made unnecessary 
the experience he is now getting. 


BRASH TO SPINLOVE . , 

Dear Mr. Spinlove, ,18.12.-5. 

I do not precisely apprehend why you refer Mr. Grigblay s objection 
to the super-paint to me. That is a matter of technical craftsmanship 
upon which I anticipate you are competent to adjudicate. I am aware 
that Mr. Grigblay has all along evinced a protracted resistance opposed 
to Riddoppo, but after viewing the edifice to-day I can only assen'atc 
with my respects to Mr. Grigblay and acknowledgments^ 

I never viewed a more smooth or glossy or delightfully-tinted surface 
colouring I desire that you will direct Mr. Grigblay to proceed with 
the work, and oblige me by desisting from 

representations. 

SPINLOVE TO POTCH 

20.12.25. 

Sir ' Permit me to remind yon that I have received no reply to mykUer 
of eight days ago. The builder informs me that no certificate 
received by him. As the owner intends to occupy the house 
I shall be obliged bv your attention to the matter. \ ours faithfuU> , 
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POTCH TO SPINLOVE 

' S ' r ’ T , , . 1^12.25. 

I duly received your favour informing me that three times 3ft. 6in. 
into ift. 4m. makes 15 feet, but did not understand you wanted me to 
check same for you. Unfortunately my Council does not allow me to use 
up their time teaching London architects to square dimensions, but to 
oblige you my office boy has kindly gone over and makes it r.j. 

I am, sir. 

Yours faithfullv, 

, , , A jf olch ' s P"»ciple « always to hit below the belt, he mil feel he ha $ 
/etched Spuilovc a walloper— and even Spinlove must admit a touch. 

„ SPINLOVE TO POTCH 

Sir, j 

The slip was perfectly obvious an<l whether 1 4 or 15 feet is of nUkind 
consequcice You admit the window area is 14ft. and floor area 120, 

your Council’^CIerk Cert ‘ fiCate " ith ° Ut m ° rC *** sl f. W* to 
, POTCH TO SPINLOVE ' OU " 

Sir, 

flooAnTwi™!^ > H° Ur le “ er * tMng 1 • 1Rrec y° l ' r Htcasurenients * of 
hiThu 1 md ° V c t 1 , I ! OnCy "' 0Od - but can f,nd no record of agreement 

not“f.ref Sha “ b ° B ' ad - ** “ -y assistant sayl 

I am, Sir, 

_. . . t Yours faithfully, 

1 his is a mere quibble intended to obstruct and annoy 

Sir SPINLOVE TO POTCH 

for flooro 8 ! bid ‘ 

Oear Sir Leslie Bras, S ™ ™ ^ faitM " Uy * 

Hiswelf un ! >as , pre ri nted my re P'y in S «oncr to your letter:' 2 ’ 25 ' 

Paint is being usedYy' ^r^S mySe “ that the Riddo PP° 
it would suit Mr. Crigblay to flMsh the ™ . y ° U ' rcs P<>nsibility. and 
He pointed out to me whathe thinks to be a l" 1 '” 8 m" 1 ) haVC done " ith ifc 

“ my duty to ■*« his ** ^ di"t^:“ r i 
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agree that, superficially, the finished painting looks well ; the work has 
been carefully and skilfully done. It required a practised eye to notice 
the defect, but apparently a creeping action has begun. If you look 
at the bottoms of doors and along tops of skirtings below painted walls 
you will see rims of paint, and a drag or ripple in the surface can also be 
discerned in places. Mr. Grigblay thinks the defect will increase. The 
painting is being proceeded with, as you ask. 

With best wishes to Lady Brash and yourself for the New Year. 

* Yours sincerely, 

This is an adequate and nary letter. Spinlove does well to make no 
recommendation. To do so would associate him with future difficulties 
and, in fact, no one except the manufacturers of the paint ca m advise Brash. 

POTCH TO SPINLOVE 

Sir, 31-12.25. 

I do not know what sort of foot rule you use but I go by English 
Standard (Pinchlocks’ Double Folding Pocket 4s. 3d.) ; and suggest you 
get a new tape as yours is stretched. 

My inspector notes glass — three times 3ft. 5m. into 1 ft. 3m. = 12ft. loin.; 
floor 10ft. 1 1 in. X 12ft. 2in.= i32ft. I am. Sir, 

Yours faithfully, 

The measure 12 ft. 10 in., by the system employed in building operations, 
represents 12 feet superficial and io-i2ths of a superficial foot of 12 5-6 feel 
super ; actually, 12 squate Jcet and 120 square inches. 


SPINLOVE TO GRIGBLAY 

Dear Sir, 1.1.26. 

I enclose copies of letter to the District Surveyor and his reply. 
My measures are taken from the half inch joinery detail, and from brick 
dimensions of room, allowing 2in. on each wall for plaster and skirting. 
Will you ask your foreman to check my figures against Mr. Potch’s and let 
:ne know where the discrepancy is. Urgent. Yours faithfully, 


BRASH TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Mr Spinlove, . t 

I must request to be permitted to reiterate over again that 1 am not 

.quipped to adjudicate in a technical matter appertaining to craftsmanship 

u'd which I apprehend belongs to the province of my professional adviser 

-by which term I designate yourself-to see that the painters perform their 

unctions in 3n efficient manner, # . % 

I again inspected the mansion yesterday and Mr. Bloggs indicated a 
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what he deemed irregularities but which are, I apprehend, of quite 
immaterial significance. ^ 

With reciprocations of your seasonable good wishes from Lady Brash 

and myself. y . 

J lours sincerely, 

Most lordly and most melancholy l Brash's sclj. sufficiency will not 
allow him to apprehend " the Jacts. 

SPIN LOVE TO BPASII 

Dear Sir Leslie Brash, 

to ten Mfr iC n arC ,' ° £ COl ? e ' entircly at your dis P° sa| . but I am unfblc 
of R ddon^ n y , W “ W,th thc defcc,,vc paint for I know nothing 
f h,Ch ' as you are a « ar c. is a ■' new novelty super-paint 
compounded of new secret ingredients.” You will recall tint I \ 

agautst its use and that neither Mr. Grigblay no mys .f wer able o 

ft ma P v ST" 5 " 51 ': 17 f T H - ThC “’ *■ 50 br - inconsficl, s bft 

may be a symptom of mherent defects. Yours sincerely 

from being fnvcl’ved ‘iTlhe calZ ^ Sa ^' ,a,d 

D..„ B “ SH IO Sr^LOVE 

can onfv^ncTaeat y ° Ur fUr ‘ hcr “"'"'“"Nation anent Riddo^pf f 
Bloggs are of insitmifi^T^™* 6 lhat lhe blemishcs indicated by Mr 

the anticipations of^tlie persorTmostfdtall 3 "^ V*. V ™ U " e “«•«“ 
and who I apprehend to be nnt • i AI y ^ onccrne d who is paying for it, 
to be brief. mySone P Grisb ' ay n ° r my - cl ^cct, but! 

in the improrfemmit of tfmho° rS “ C f tCCmCd by us as a distinct advance 
to yon that wf Tmee tt^t afna^ , y ° U a' 1 " bC Eratif,ed wl '™ 1 intimate 
proposed would nothfff StSlf 8 ^ °' tintS 
Will you be so obliging as to have th l d appcarancc now obtaining. 

now lettered " SalLn •• a ,toe d t o ° S °tfL°f ° '^ mb " a l' artm ™t 

associabon is unpleasantly distasteful to Udy V BrSh' ^ th ° COn " ec * ed 

inst. pAr PrOP ° SiD8 l ° -ve i„ y ouTfumiture on the sand 

Believe me, 

Yours sincerely, 
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Brash is evidently pleased with the house. We may delect in his letter 
a note of bland, proprietary self-congratulation. 

SPINLOVE TO GRIGBLAY 

Dear Mr. Grigblaj', 8.1.26. 

Sir Leslie Brash wishes the painting with Riddoppo completed as 
he does not consider the defects of any importance. He proposes to 
move in furniture on the 22nd. Will that be possible ? I enclose a list 
of matters which need attention. 

Will you please have the door now lettered “ Salmon ” altered to 
“ Raspberry." Yours faithfully, 

Spinlove has made a slip here. 

GRIGBLAY TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Sir, 8.1.26. 

Our foreman has cheeked measurements and says Mr. Potch is right 
for glass area. Your figures are correct clear of window-frames, i he 
iron'easements stand in 9.16th in. full. Mr. Potch’s dimensions are also 
right for area of room but he has measured above skirtings. Our foreman 
sueeests whv not fill in recess with cupboard fixture so as to reduce floor 
area Yours faithfully, 

It is to be noted that in most right designs — if not entirely in all— the 
lire of casements is a unit of the elevations which cannot be varied, and that 
the minimum of one -tenth of floor area for windows gives an excessive amount 
of light to some rooms with some aspects, if aesthetic judgment rather than 
hwienic theory is the guide. The consequences are that to obtain a good 
disposition of windows in the elevation and an adequate, but not excessive, 
window area to rooms is a matter which particularly exercises the ingenuity 
of the designer. The bedroom in question was properly lighted by a range 
of three casements, but the moving of the partition has increased the floor 
area up to, or over, the maximum size allowed by the by-laws in respect of 
these three casements. If a fourth casement is added it will be likely to play 
“ Old Harry " with the elevation and to over-light the room, and as the only 
wav of arranging tour casements will probably be to take the window out, 
remake it with new head and cill and re-centre it in the elevation, the breaking 
down and making good of brickwork is likely to show up on the 
smie time Though everyone else may soon forget the ungainly room and 
never notice the botched elevation, Spinlove will remember his regrets to the 
end of his lijc. Potch does not know this and would not understand if it wen 
explained to him ; the annoyance, humiliation and cost to Ins rival and t. 

man who employs him. is his aim. 
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SPINLOVE TO POTCH 

Dear Sir, 9.1.26. 

I find that your measures of windows arc taken to the glass line, 
and of floors to walls above skirtings. 

Mv measures are taken to the line of the frames as this, in mv ex* 

* • 

pefience, is customary, and I claim that the floor area is properly measured 
up to skirtings and not above them. 

Even if you insist on the window area being estimated as the area 
of actual glass, the floor area, measured to skirtings, is still only two- 
thirds of one square foot more than ten times that of windows and, I 
submit, so small a discrepency depending on an unusually exacting 
computation of window area, docs not justify the withholding of the 
certificate. The addition of another casement is an extremely awkward 
matter and will ruin the elevation and is surely a scarcely reasonable 
demand ? 

The owner wishes to move in on the 22nd, so time is short. I hope, 
therefore, that with these explanations before you, you will feel able to 
Jraw the certificate. Yours faithfully. 

This is a quite foolish letter. Spiv love seems to be so distressed at the 
prospect of having to mutilate his elevation and spoil the room that he is reduced 
to begging for mercy, whnh, as he must know, is perfectly useless. A man 
like Patch reacts only to impulses of greed or funk and, as Spinlove is incapabl- 
of " working it,” he must fight. 

Spinlove' s measure of window area is 14//. : Potch's 12. The difference 
represents only $ inch on face of each fame, but involves a floor area ot 

115 ft - 


SPINLOVE TO BRASH 

Dear Sir Leslie Brash, 11.1.26. 

I was speaking to Mr. Grigblay on the telephone to-dav and I fear 
it will not be possible for you to move in on the 22nd nor, indeed, this 
month. As you know, there are a good many odds and ends remaining 
to be done and the painting of various cupboard fittings Lady Brash has 
ordered have yet to be finished, and I do not think you ought to fix a date 
much before February 12. I am also sorry to say that the Local Authority 
has refused certificate of occupation on the grounds that the window in 
bedroom No. 5 is not big enough, but I am hoping to get this matter 
settled quite shortly. Yours faithfully. 

POTCH TO SPINLOVE 

Sir, 12 1 ->6 

for Sh °m ld " ot , havc made tl,e window too small if you did not*carc 
for the trouble of altenng it larger. My Council cannot change its by* 


l6-2 
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laws to suit A.R.I.B.A.s and if time is short you would be better correcting 
your mistakes than wasting more of it writing letters instead. 

I am obliged to you for pointing out what my duties arc, but it would 
be better if you spent your time some other way as it happens I have had 
more chance of learning it than what young London office architects have. 

I am, Sir, 

Yours faithfully, 


Spitilove’s letter produces an insult from the Potch mechanism as surely 
as his penny would a bit of chocolate out of an automatic machine. 

The Model By-laws which Local Authorities are at liberty to select 
from and " adopt ” at will speak of " floor area ” and “ area of windows clear 
of frames.” Spinlove has either been misled by a bluff on the part of Potch 
and overlooked this last definition, or the words “ clear of frames ” may 
possibly have been omitted from the Marlford District Council's version. In 
the latter event Spinlove would get his measurements upheld by appeal to the 
Local Government Board. 


SPINLOVE TO GRIGBLAY 

Dear Sir, _ 15.1.26. 

I cannot reduce floor area by putting cupboard fixture in recess as 
this is wanted to take Lady Brash's wardrobe. 

I enclose detail of a small casement window. This, as you will see, 
is to go over the lavatory basin and will come very nearly central between 
the ranges of adjoining casements. I am sorry to have to order the work, 
but the Surveyor insists. - ^ ours faithfully, 

BRASH TO SPINLOVE 

Dear Mr. Spinlove, 14.1.26. 

I really must asseverate my protestation at the successive pio- 

crastinations anent completion. Permit me to remind you that the 
builders contracted for eventual occupation on or before December nth 
last year • I was then informed I might arrange to take up residence 
shortly after Xmas, and subsequently the 22nd was the extended date 
fixed. I am now informed that the middle of next February prox. is 
' the anticipated day, and am given to apprehend that this date may 
eventually be eliminated and so on infinitum (sic), which is, as you will 
agree— if you will permit me to express myself so-a most preposterous 

succession of prevarications and procrastinations. 

In addition to these delays and postponements, for winch I apprehend 
. , . rtnr is resoonsible you now inform me that the necessary certi- 

f^ntitlin" me ^occupy the house is not forthcoming because forsooth 
ymi^have made^ne 3 of^tbe window* too small 1 Are we ever going to get 
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inlu the house at all ?— that I apprehend to he a question to which it is 
now incumbent on me to request a definite assurance. \\ In is the window 
n°t large enough ? I apprehend that to be a matter on which I was 
eiii'tlcd to rely upon your judicial discretion. Yours sincerelv, 

On r sympathies may well be will, /hash's impatience. though not with 
, S^cvmne. -which is unreasonable. He ami Lady liras/, hare, in fad 
been accountable for greater delays than they , am plan, of ; hat for one reason 
<•> another there always are delays, and Grigbtay. all , n c ums/ances considered 
Has done well not to be more behindhand than he is. 

Sir (CONFIDENTIAL) GRIGBLAY I ( » SBINLOYH 

1 noticed your correspondence with Mr. Botch in the office and have 
seen > our detail of little port-hole makeweight. I fanev it goes against 
>e gram for I know something of the way architects feel, so I take the 
v to let you know that Mr. Botch is not so part.cular with his own 
nldmg nor yet wdh that of some others, and I can drop him a hint 
at will make that certificate come by special messenger If vou do 
no care for that-and I would rather not start anv mix up with Mr Botch 

to «ml o° u T a f b,t # ? f ° VOl ° dmvn on the against the skirling just 
to make it easy for the poor housemaid to sweep the dust out of the 

eheshi 

" a|K,1 °8" s troubling you but thought you might like to do it. 

c «tv, a1 . p _ Vours faithfullv, 

-ear Sir Leslie Brash. E ,0nRASH 

and uercir,luo?r r,- ’ " beforc ,hc <™‘‘ the- mooli,.- 

the house is on th* • * ,tt,n 8 s "Inch have been ordered only after 

><«>. S h:,d, 1 , imT„re? n , i s of m r?:: c,iou ' ti,,re "■ * — **»• 

No. J T 501 '-, TI,C " imU, ' v »* bedroom 

tr "‘ big (or the window when bv your order' H bUt t !“. room made 
ll,c grounds for the Council's objection **’■ *7 pa |‘ t,tlon was moved. 

^ 1 -- — 
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reason is, no doubt, that he now knows the person he has to deal with and 
feels himself master of the position now that his knowledge of past history, 
rather than his judgment in making new, is involved. 

SPIN LOVE TO GRIGBLAY 

Dear Mr. Grigblay, 18.1.26. 

I am much obliged for your letter. Will you please have the skirting 
fillet fixed as you suggest and return my detail No. 49. 

Yours very truly, 

SPIN LOVE TO POTCH 

Sir, . 21.1.26. 

I write to notify you that lighting of bedroom No. 5 at Honeywood 
has now been amended to comply with the by-laws, and to apply for 3 
certificate of occupation. Yours faithfully, 


SIR LESLIE BRASH MOVES IN 


(CONFIDENTIAL) GRIGBLAY TO SPINLOYE 


Sir, 


28.1.26 


I went down to Honeywood to-day to have a look round and you 
may tell Sir Leslie Brash the house will be ready for him on February 10th, 
unless he orders other work to keep himself out of it. The road, etc. 
will take a couple of weeks to finish and had better stand till the old 
gentleman has got his furniture in. I’ve seen something of the mess these 
heavy lorries can make of a new road and this one is none too heavily 
bottomed. Bloggs will l>e clearing up next week. 

While I was down there Mr. Potch paid us a friendly call. He ran 
to bedroom No. 5 as if lie’ll buried a bone there, and I followed and found 
him huffing and blowing his nose ; but I soon stopped his nonsense and we 

shall get the certificate in a day or two. 

Riddoppo super is beginning to act up and I shall be glad to be out. 
Potch went away with a bit of it on his behind end, but I don’t know 
where he got it for the surface is dry and firm though it docs not look 
to be so underneath, for in places it is beginning to ride up over itself, and 
it is hanging from the bottoms of doors again for all it was cut away once, 
and a bead of it laying along top of skirtings. There is one place 
where furnace flue goes up kitchen wall, where it is beginning to craze 
like a really fine old picture. In my opinion it will all have to come off 
again, unless it’s kept on to prevent the house catching fire, but it can t be 
burnt off, because ifs fireproof, and it can’t be pickled off because t 
acid proof, so there you are ! It is a pity the makers, who had such a lot 
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hi say about laying it on. didn’t spare a word or two alioul getting it off 
Apologizing for troubling you but thought best to tell you. 

Yours trulv, 

GRIGBLAY TO SIMXI.OVE 

Bear Sir, , 

... . . , 31.1.26. 

We have received certificate of occupation from the District Council's 

Surveyor. 

We note that your client wishes to move in on the 8th. instead of the 
10th as arranged, and we think there will be no objection to this. 

\Vc enclose rough approximate statement of account and shall Ik- 
cour ° y ° Ur f,nal ccrlif,cate - The detailed statement will follow in due 

Vours faithfully. 

Grigblay is entitled to a certificate for the whole value of the worh less 
5 /*>' cent, on completion. 


HOKE \ ■ If von G HA KG E, 
MAUEFOKD, 
KEKT. 


Tel. : rORC.KTMJ-NOT 178. 

Postal Address : T11 addington. 

Station : W edcfirld Junc. : 4 m. 

(Taxi 55.) 

My dear Mr. Spinlove. 

Here we are eventually! Wc commenced to take up residence^ 

Th . ursday a " d occ "I’ icd the sleeping apanments 
of d offr °^T- , AI,hOU " h there ati " ™ a ‘'> “ vast numtier 

dS Pr ° VKi,n " nianv excellen t 

“*« ■ do "'- 

So 'Ms that ; and a handsome tetter for even a 

Dear Sir Leslie, SPINL0VE TO BRASH 

z£ dy , nn,sh ,or ■»<** 

seeing the house when you have settled P do SUre n look for "' ar d to 
house properly until it has been furnished. °'’ C cannot rcal| v see a 
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;v, 

I am sure that Mr. Grigblay would very much appreciate a line from 
you telling him you are pleased with his work. He has taken great 
pains to make it a success. 

With kind regards and good wishes to Lady Brash and yourself, 

Yours sincerely, 

« • • • • ' * • * * 

A nd so the file aids ; but it aids at the point where the folder will hold 

no more papers ; the last score of letters have, in fact, been packed under the 
clip to bring the chapter to a close— for a chapter, only, it is. There must 
somewhere in Spinlove’s office be another chapter enshrined in another folder. 
That second chapter 1 may be a short and uneventful chapter, or it may be 
neither short nor uneventful nor even the last. The Honey wood account has 
to be settled, and the numerous items of that account may raise many questions 
of fact and lead to a review of events gone almost out oj memory. Question 
of extras may arise in which the architect, although involved by his own act 
of omission or commission, has to keep the scales balanced between builder 
and client, and gild for the latter, as best he may, the often bitter pill called 
“final balance due.” Last, this second chapter will contain the history, be 
it long or short, of the inevitable small defects and the possible big ones, which 
reveal themselves ajter a house has been occupied and which, should they 
appear within nine months— or more or less— and so far as they are due to 
improper workmanship or materials, the builder is engaged under the terms 
of his contract to make good. Yet a third chapter, clipped perhaps, within 
another folder may lie upon Spinlove's shelves; but we, who have come to 
know him, may hope that it does not exist. It could only be a ” co f d o lP«'“ S 
and miseries-a chapter of bitter memories ; for while the builder s liabilities 
end when he has redeemed those of his Jaults which reveal themselves wx nn 
the limit of nine, or other, months fixed by the contract the architect s ludnhties 
are Jor all defects due to his negligence, whether Jaults of himself, of ma • 
facturers of specialists or of builders, which may appear within the limit 
of six years fixed by the law. IVe know, however, nothing of wh f^ her ^* 
may lie in Spinlove’s office. The last page oj The Honeywood File the 

front cover, and that we now close. 

. The second chapter has now been published under the till. The Helmed S,Ule,,u»L 
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Alterations 

Contract plans, 32, 33, 34. 35 3 s 
Bench mark, 66, 67 
Kitchen, 43-47 
Partition, 116 ct seq. 

Terrace steps, 134 el seq. 

Window-cills, 144-148 

1 

Architect 

An agent, 19. 72, 150. 166 

His fees, 94, 100-104, 112 el seq., 127 

His obligations. 24, 26, 29, 43, 44. 45, 62. 64, 66, 71, 73, 80, 137, 
Superseded, 138 el seq. 

Bricks 

Cills, etc., 77, 79, 80 
Common, 52 

defects in, 56, 57 
Facing, ordering of, 38, 63 ct seq. 

i defects in, 56, 58, 62, 63-67, 91, 92 
jointing of, 68-71, 92 
owners’ objections to, 68 el seq. 
wetting of, 74 

Cancellation of contract, 145 el seq., 163 el seq. 

Certificates, 71. 72-74, 77, 78. 83-85. 93. no. 112-114, 123, 
127. 165 

Chimney flues, nS-i20, 122 
Compensation to contractor, 14S, el seq. 

Completion, delay with. 102. i 4 6, 147, 148, 154. 159, 161.464 

Contingencies. 35. 36, 146. 148 

Contract, defective (for cottages), 137 el seq. 

Copyright, breach of, 138, 139 
Counsel’s opinion, 78, 79 


District Surveyor 

Condemns attic, 47 el seq. 
drams, 106 el seq. 
window. 154- 1 s8. 160-164 
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Drains, 77, 84-86, 106 et seq., 121, 122 
Drying out house, 141 

Errors 

In plan dimensions, 38, 40, 41, 58, 59 
In damp course, 61, 62 
In window-frames, 94, 95 
In stairs, 110-112, 113 
In cellar floor, 114-116 

Estimates 

Preliminary, 8-10, 15 
Final, 16, 17 

Checked by quantity surveyor, 28-30 
Tendered, 31 
Revised for contract, 38 
Extras, 39-41 
Jointing. See Bricks. 

Kitchen window left of range, 31, 46, 47 

Lead Flat 

Boarding to, 141, 142 
Tacks, 142 

Oak, defects in, 75, 76 
Owner 

As architect, 139-141. See also Plan. 

Duties as to tenders, 36, 37 
as to giving orders, 39. 4° 
as to certificates, 83, 84. 87, 112-114, 122, 127 
as to architects’ fees, 123-125 
Paint, defective. See “ Riddoppo ” 

Patent materials. See also ” Riddoppo ” 

Plan by owner, 11-15 
Presents to architects, 71 et seq. 

Rats, 152 

“ Riddoppo ” paint, 128 et seq., 154-159* 164 
Solicitors, 26-28, 52, 53, 63, 78, 87-89 

\Vater supply! 17, 5 2 et se 1 > 6o ' 61 ' ? 8 ' 79 ' 83 ' 85 ' 8? ’ 89 
121-125 



